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TRUE WISDOM: KNOWLEDGE OF GOD,
KNOWLEDGE OF OURSELVES

Institutes 1.1.1-3
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CHAPTER 1—-THE KNOWLEDGE OF Gcfo AND
THAT OF OURSELVES ARE CONNECTED
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Nearly all the wisdom we possess, that is to say and sound
wisdom, consists of two parts: the knowledge of Gadl of ourselves.
But, while joined by many bonds, which one preceates brings forth the
other is not easy to discern. In the first plane, one can look upon
himself without immediately turning his thoughts tthe contemplation
of God,in whom he “lives and moves” [Acts 17:28]. Forjtgwlearly, the
mighty gifts with which we are endowed are hardbni ourselves; indeed,
our very being is nothing but subsistence in theeo@od.Then, by these
benefits shed like dew from heaven upon us, wdettas by rivulets to
the spring itself. Indeeayur very povertybetter discloses the infinitude of
benefits reposing in God:he miserable ruin,into which the rebellion of
the first man cast us, especially compels us tk lgaward. Thus, not only
will we, in fasting and hungering, seek thence whatlack; but, in being
aroused by fear, we shdkarn humility. For, as a veritable world of
miseries is to be found in mankind, and we areetinedespoiled of divine
raiment, our shameful nakedness exposes a teenoirdg fof infamies.
Each of us must, therge so stung by the consciousness of his own
unhappiness as to attain at least some knowledg&ofl. Thus, from the
feeling of our own ignorance, vanity, poverty, infity, and — what is
more — depravity and corruption, we recognize ttiet true light of
wisdom, sound virtue, full abundance of every goocahd purity of
righteousness rest in the Lord alondo this extent we are prompted by
our own ills to contemplate the good things of Gaedid we cannot
seriously aspire to him before we begin to be cahspleased with
ourselves. For what man in all the world would gtadly remain as he
is — what man does not remain as he is — so longeadoes not know
himself, that is, while content with his own gifsnd either ignorant or
unmindful of his own misery? Accordingly, the knedbe of ourselves
not only arouses us to seek God, but also, asr&,veads us by the hand
to find him.

Acts 17:28

28 For in him we live and move and have our being.'same of your
own poets have said, 'We are his offspring."'
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Again, it is certain thatman never achieves a clear knowledge of

himself unless he has first looked upon God’s fa@d then descends
from contemplating him to scrutinize himself. Fee always seem to
ourselves righteous and upright and wise and holyhis pride is innate
in all of us — unless by clear proofs we stand convinced of @wn
unrighteousness, foulness, folly, and impurityloreover, we are not thus
convinced if we look merely to ourselves and nebdb the Lord, who is
the sole standard by which this judgment must basmed. For, because
all of us are inclined by nature to/pocrisy,a kind of empty image of
righteousness in place of righteousness itself démithy satisfies us. And
because nothing appears within or around us tha hat been
contaminated by great immorality, what is a litéss vile pleases us as a
thing most pure — so long as we confine our mindsim the limits of
human corruption. Just so, an eye to which notlénghown but black
objects judges something dirty white or even ratiemkly mottled to be
whiteness itself. Indeed, we can discern still mdearly from the bodily
senses how much we are deluded in estimating tvenscof the soul. For
if in broad daylight we either look down upon theognd or survey
whatever meets our view round about, we seem teetugs endowed with
the strongest and keenest sight; yet whernook up to the sun and gaze
straight at it, that power of sight which was particularly stramgearth is
at once blunted and confused by a great brilliarased thus we are
compelled to admit thatur keenness in looking upon things earthly is
sheer dullness when it comes to the sB8o it happens in estimating our
spiritual goods. As long as we do not look beydmel ¢arth, being quite
content with our own righteousness, wisdom, anduejr we flatter
ourselves most sweetly, and fancy ourselves altbatigods. Suppose we
but once begin teoaise our thoughts to God, and to ponder his nature
and how completely perfect are his righteousnesgsdom, and power —
the straightedge to which we must be shap&ten,what masquerading
earlier as righteousness was pleasing in us willbaogrow filthy in its
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consummate wickednesgvhat wonderfully impressed us under the name
of wisdom will stink in its very foolishness. Whabre the face of power
will prove itself the most miserable weakness. Tisatwhat in us seems
perfection itself corresponds ill to the purity@béd.

Man befo é God’s majesty
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Hence that dread and wonder with which Scripturenrmonly
represents theaints as stricken and overcome whenever they fleé
presence of GodThus it comes about that we see men who in hisrates
normally remained firm and constant, but who, wlwn manifests his
glory, are so shaken and struck dumb as tdalik low by the dread of
death — are in fact overwhelmed by it and almostitalated. As a
consequence, we must infer thmaain is never sufficiently touched and
affected by the awareness of his lowly state urii¢ has compared
himself with God’s majestyMoreover, we have numerous examples of
this consternation both in The Book of Judges andhe Prophets. So
frequent was it that this expression was commonrgm@od’s people:
“We shall die, for the Lord has appeared to ustiglul3:22; Isa. 6:5; Ezek.
2:1; 1:28; Judg. 6:22-23; and elsewhere]. The stofyJob, in its
description of God's wisdom, power, and purity, @y expresses a
powerful argument that overwhelms men with theizaéibn of their own
stupidity, impotence, and corruption [cf. Job 38]1fAnd not without
cause: for we see how Abraham recognizes morelgldet he is earth
and dust [Gen. 18:27] when once he had come neateholding God’s
glory; and how Elijah, with uncovered face, canhetar to await his
approach, such is the awesomeness of his appedtdfings 19:13]. And
what can man do, who is rottenness itself [Job&8]3aBd a worm [Job 7:5;
Ps. 22:6], when even the cherubim must veil thete$ out of fear [Isa.
6:2]? It is this indeed of which the prophet Isaggeaks; “The sun will
blush and the moon be confounded when the Lord astddshall reign”
[Isa. 24:23]; that is, when he shall bring fortls Bplendor and cause it to
draw nearer, the brightest thing will become daskniefore it [Isa. 2:10,
19 p.].

Yet, however the knowledge of God and of ourselwesy be
mutually connected, the order of right teachinguiezs that we discuss the
former first, then proceed afterward to treat thiéel.

Judg. 13:22
22. m\e are doomed to die!" he said to his wife. "Veeédr seen God!"
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Isa. 6:5

> "Woe to me!" | cried. "I am ruined! For | am a maiunclean lips, and
| live among a people of unclean lips, and my g seen the King,
the LORD Almighty."

Ezek. 2:1
1 He said to me, "Son of man, stand up on your deet| will speak to
you."

Ezek. 1:28

%8 Like the appearance of a rainbow in the clouds @ainy day, so was
the radiance around him. This was the appearanttedikeness of the
glory of the LORD. When | saw it, | fell facedowand | heard the
voice of one speaking.

Judg. 6:22-23

22.\When Gideon realized that it was the angel olllB&D, he exclaimed,
"Ah, Sovereign LORD! | have seen the angel of tf@RD face to
face!"

23 But the LORD said to him, "Peace! Do not be afrfl are not going
to die."

Job 38:1
L Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. fitk sa

Gen. 18:27
2"~ Then Abraham spoke up again: "Now that | have teeiold as to
speak to the Lord, though | am nothing but dustasttes,

| Kings 19:13

13 When Elijah heard it, he pulled his cloak over faise and went out
and stood at the mouth of the cave. Then a voikteahim, "What
are you doing here, Elijah?"

Isa. 6:2

2 Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: Witlo wings they
covered their faces, with two they covered theat,fand with two they
were flying.
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Job 13:28
8. "So man wastes away like something rotten, likgaement eaten by
moths.

Job 7:5
> My body is clothed with worms and scabs, my skinbioken and
festering.

Ps. 22:6
® But | am a worm and not a man, scorned by mendesgised by the
people.

Isa. 24:23

23 The moon will be abashed, the sun ashamed; foL®RD Almighty
will reign on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem, and befdts elders,
gloriously.

Isa. 2:10, 19

% Go into the rocks, hide in the ground from drefithe LORD and the
splendor of his majesty!

Men will flee to caves in the rocks and to holesthe ground from
dread of the LORD and the splendor of his majestgn he rises to
shake the earth.

19.
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KNOWELDGE OF GOD: WHAT IS RIGHT TO KNOW;
KNOWLEDGE CONDUCIVE TO GLORY OF GOD,
PIETY GOD IS NOT IDLE;
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD NOT ABSTRACT;

KNOWLEDGE OF GOD IN RELATION TO OURSELVES :
FAITH, FEAR, REVERENCE, WORSHIP

Institutes, 1.2.1-2
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CHAPTER 2 WHAT ITI1S TO KNOW GOD, AND TO WHAT
PURPOSE THE KNOWLEDGE OF HIM TENDS
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Now, the knowledge of God, as | understand ith& by which we
not only conceive that there is a God but alsomvesat befits us and is
proper to his glory,in fine, what is to our advantage to know of him.
Indeed, we shall not say that, properly speakingd @ known where
there is no religion or piety. Here | do not yeticb upon the sort of
knowledge with which men, in themselves lost anduesed, apprehend
God the Redeemer in Christ the Mediator; but | kpmay of the primal
and simple knowledge to which the very order oliratwould have led us
if Adam had remained upright. In this ruin of mamkino one now
experiences God either as Father or as Authorleétsan, or favorable in
any way, until Christ the Mediator comes forwardrégoncile him to us.
Nevertheless, it is one thing to feel ti&id as our Maker supports us by
his power, governs us by his providence, nourishussby his goodness,
and attends us with all sorts of blessingsand another thing to embrace
the grace of reconciliation offered to us in Chrisirst, as much in the
fashioning of the universe as in the general teacbf Scripture the Lord
shows himself to be simply the Creator. Then infdee of Christ [cf. Il
Cor. 4:6] he shows himself the Redeemer. Of thailtiag twofold
knowledge of God we shall now discuss the firseasphe second will be
dealt with in its proper place.
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Il Cor. 4:6

®  Now, brothers, | have applied these things to niyseti Apollos for
your benefit, so that you may learn from us the mm&nof the saying,
"Do not go beyond what is written." Then you wilbtntake pride in
one man over against another.

Moreover, althoughour mind cannot apprehend God without
rendering some honor to himit will not suffice simply to hold thathere
is One whom all ought to honor and adqrenless we are also persuaded
that he is the fountain of every good, and that we msstek nothing
elsewhere than in himThis | take to mean that not only does he sustain
this universe (as he once founded it) by his basslmight, regulate it by
his wisdom, preserve it by his goodness, and ealbecule mankind by
his righteousness and judgment, bear with it imiéscy, watch over it by
his protection; but also that no drop will be fousither of wisdom and
light, or of righteousness or power or rectitudepbgenuine truth, which
does not flow from him, and of which he is not teuse. Thus we may
learn to await and seek all these things from laing thankfully to ascribe
them, once received, to him. Rbis sense of the powers of God is for us
a fit teacher of piety, from which religion is bornl call “piety” that
reverence joined with love of God which the knowdedof his benefits
induces. For until men recognize that they owe everythiodgsiod, that
they are nourished by his fatherly care, that teesAuthor of their every
good, that they should seek nothing beyond himey thill never yield
him willing service. Nay, unless they establishitltemplete happiness in
him, they will never give themselves truly and siredy to him.

True piety: “a reverence and love toward God caogditogether, to
which we are attracted, knowing the good that édos.” 1,2,1.
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What is God? Men who pose this question are mdmjing with
idle speculationslt is more important for us to know of what sod is
and what is consistent with his nature. What go®odt ito profess with
Epicurus some sort of God who has cast aside tieeatdhe world only to
amuse himself in idleness? What help is it, in,srtknow a God with
whom we have nothing to do? Rathauy knowledge should serve first to
teach us fear and reverence; secondly, with itasg guide and teacher,
we should learn to seek every good from him, andying received it, to
credit it to his accountFor how can the thought of God penetrate your
mind without your realizing immediately that, singgou are his
handiwork, you have been made over and bound to his comtoamidht
of creation, thayou owe your life to him? — that whatever you unthe,
whatever you do, ought to be ascribed to Rinif this be so, it now
assuredly follows that your life is wickedly cortumless it be disposed to
his service, seeing thhts will ought for us to be the law by which we éiv
Again, you cannot behold him clearly unless ymknowledge him to be
the fountainhead and source of every godétom this too would arise the
desire to cleave to him and trust in hinbut for the fact that man’s
depravity seduces his mind from rightly seeking.him

For, to begin withthe pious minddoes not dream up for itself any
god it pleases, butontemplates the one and only true GodAnd it does
not attach to him whatever it pleases, isutontent to hold him to be as
he manifests himselffurthermore the mind always exercises the utmost
diligence and care not to wander astray, or rashdyd boldly to go
beyond his will.It thus recognizes God becaus&nows that he governs
all things; and trusts that he is its guide and pextor, therefore giving
itself over completely to trust in himBecause it understands him to be
the Author of every good, if anything oppressesaifything is lacking,
immediately it betakes itself to his protection, itigg for help from him.
Because it is persuaded that he is good and mkritifaposes in him with
perfect trust, and doubts not that in his lovingekiess a remedy will be
provided for all its ills. Because it acknowleddes as Lord and Father,
the pious mind also deems it meet and right to mveskis authority in all
things, reverence his majesty, take care to advhiscglory, and obey his
commandments. Because it sees him to be a righjadge, armed with
severity to punish wickedness, it ever holds hdgjuent seat before its
gaze, and through fear of him restrains itself frpravoking his anger.
And yet it is not so terrified by the awarenessisfjudgment as to wish to
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withdraw, even if some way of escape were open.iBuembraces him
no less as punisher of the wicked than as benefattie pious. For the
pious mind realizes that the punishment of the aupiand wicked and the
reward of life eternal for the righteous equallyrtpn to God’s glory.
Besides, this mind restrains itself from sinningyt mout of dread of
punishment alone; but, because it loves and reveims$ as Father, it
worships and adores him as Lord. Even if there wer&ell, it would still
shudder at offending him alone.

B + ﬁf(‘f'\l_{—‘;ﬁ" + Bk + BIE
I'—fAITH + FEAR (BF GOD + REVERENCE + WORSHIP
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Here indeed is pure and real religidaith so joined with an earnest
fear of God that this fear also embraces willingverence, and carries
with it such legitimate worshigs is prescribed in the law. And we ought
to note this fact even more diligently: all men &aa vague general
veneration for God, but very few really reverenae;tand wherever there
is great ostentation in ceremonies, sincerity @frhis rare indeed.
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CE TR SRR | IDRLE ()
ALL MAN'S OWN THOUGHTS ABOUT GOD ARE
FOOLISHNESS (WITHOUT SAVOUR)

Institutes 1.13.3
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“For | do not feel that concerning God we shouldeap with less
conscientiousness than we should think, since whatéy ourselves we think
concerning him is foolish, and whatever we spebkued (without savour).”
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DO NOT SPEC LAT OUT CURIOSITY:
ONLY GOD KNOWS HIMSELF
BY HIMSELF

krglg BREL A AT > PRI R B U
ME ITATEON GOD’'S WORK,

DON'T SPECULATE ON GOD’S GLORY
Institutes 1.5.9
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“The right way to seek God, and the best rule we fadlow, is not to force
ourselves with too bold a curiosity to inquire ifitis majesty, which we ought rather
to worship than investigate too curiously, but tmeemplate him in his works, by
which he renders himself near and familiar to ud, ame might say, communciates

himself.” 1.5.9.
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ONLY GOD KNOWS HIMSELF BY HIMSELF;

WE KNOW GOD AS HE REVEALS HIMSELF TO US
From 1.13.21
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Leave to God the pr|V|Iege of knowing himself; fois he only who is able to
bear witness of himself who knows himself by hinfsalone. And we shall be
leaving him what belongs to him if we understana s he declares himself, and ask
nothing at all concerning him except through hisdvb 1.13.21
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DONT O BEYOND BIBLE; PLAY
PHILOSOPHER MODERATELY; HUMAN MIND
CANNOT MEASURE THE MEASURELESS;
ONLY GOD KNOWS HIMSELF IN HIMSELF,

WITNESSES TO HIMSELF
1.13.21
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Moreover, Satan, in order to tear our faith frosery roots, has always been
instigating great battles, partly concerning thardi essence of the Son and the Spirit,
partly concerning the distinction of the persons. s during nearly all ages stirred
up ungodly spirits to harry orthodox teachers dié matter and today also is trying
to kindle a new fire from the old embers. For thesasons, it is important here to
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resist the perverse ravings of certain personshetid it has been my particular
intention to lead by the hand those who are tedehaiit not to strive hand to hand
with the inflexible and the contentious. But nove tinuth which has been peaceably
shown must be maintained against all the calumoiehe wicked. And yet | will
exert special effort to the end that they who lesally and open ears to God’s Word
may have a firm standing ground. Here, indeedyyirherein the secret mysteries of
Scripture, we ought to play the philosopher sobedyd with great moderation; let
us use great caution that neither our thoughts nour speech go beyond the limits
to which the Word of God itself extendBor how can the human mind measure off
the measureless essence of God according to itsliiienmeasure, a mind as yet
unable to establish for certain the nature of tn@ssbody, though men’s eyes daily
gaze upon it? Indeed, how can the mind by its aadlihg come to search out God’s
essence when it cannot even get to its olet?us then willingly leave to God the
knowledge of himself. For, as Hilary says, he istbne fit witness to himself, and is
not known except through himself. But we shall bdeaving it to him” if we
conceive him to be as he reveals himself to us,haut inquiring about him
elsewhere than from his WordOn this question there are extant five homilies of
Chrysostom Against the Anomoeansyet not even these could restrain the
presumptuous Sophists from giving their stuttertoggues free rein. For in this
matter they have behaved no more modestly than ukeglly do everywhere. We
ought to be warned by the unhappy outcome of tleésymption so that we may take
care to apply ourselves to this question with taatdmess rather than to subtlety. And
let us nottake it into our heads either seek out God anywhere else than in his
Sacred Word, or to think anything about him that ot prompted by his Word, or to
speak anything that is not taken from that WorBut if some distinction does exist in
the one divinity of Father, Son, and Spirit — sdmm& hard to grasp — and occasions
to certain minds more difficulty and trouble thanexpedient, let it be remembered
thatmen’s minds, when they indulge their curiosity, e@ntinto a labyrinth. And so
let them yield themselves to be ruled by the he&venacles,even though they may
fail to capture the height of the mystery.
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L A S A e
OD S ESSENCE IS INCOMPREH
WE KNOW GOD AS HE DECLARES HIMSELF
THROUGH HIS WORD
1.14.1
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We cannot and should not go behind God’s act of ca¢ion in
our speculation
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IDOLATERS DO NOT LEARN, FROM WORLD, WHO THE TRUE
GOD IS WE ARE DULL, NEED TO KNOW GOD MORE
DISTINCTLY THAN NON-CHRISTIANS

GOD: MIND OF UNIVERSE? WE MUST KNOW GOD MORE
INTIMATELY:

SO GOD REVEALED TO US THE HISTORY OF CREATION
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Isaiah rightly charges the worshippers of falsesgatth obtuseness,
because they have not learned from the foundatibribe earth and the
circle of the heavens who is the true God [Isa280cf. v. 22; see Comm.].
Despite this, such is the slowness and dullnessupfwit that, to prevent
believers from deserting to the fabrications of ltleathen, we must depict
the true God more distinctly than they do. Sinae nbtion of God as the
mind of the universe (in the philosophers’ eyesmast acceptable
description) is ephemeral, it is important for s Know him more
intimately, lest we always waver in doubt. Therefdrwas his will that the
history of Creation be made manifest, in order thatfaith of the church,
resting upon this, might seek no other God but Wino was put forth by
Moses as the Maker and Founder of the universe.

Isa. 40:21-22

L Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it nenkield you from
the beginning? Have you not understood since trha aas founded?
He sits enthroned above the circle of the eanl, its people are like
grasshoppers. He stretches out the heavens liea@pg, and spreads
them out like a tent to live in.
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GOD MARKS TIME; WE MAY KNOW ORIGIN OF MAN, ALL
THINGS; KNOWING ETERNAL GOD, CREATION -> RESIST
PAGAN MYTHS; NOT USEFUL TO KNOW WHAT GOD HAS
HIDDEN
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Therein time was first marked so that by a contiguisuccession of
years believers might arrive at the primal souricthe human race and of
all things. This knowledge is especially useful rastly to resist the
monstrous fables that formerly were in vogue infEgnd in other regions
of the earth, but also that, once the beginninghef universe is known,
God’s eternity may shine forth more clearly, and may be more rapt in
wonder at it. And indeed, that impious scoff ougbt to move us: that it is
a wonder how it did not enter God’s mind soonefdond heaven and
earth, but that he idly permitted an immeasurabe to pass away, since
he could have made it very many millenniums earh#seit the duration
of the world, now declining to its ultimate end,shaot yet attained six
thousand years. For it is neither lawful nor expatlfor us to inquire why
God delayed so long, because if the human mindestiio penetrate thus
far, it will fail a hundred times on the way. Artdnould not even be useful
for us to know what God himself, to test our motlera of faith, on
purpose willed to be hidden. When a certain shassefellow mockingly
asked a pious old mawhat God had done before the creation of the
world, the latter aptly countered thhe had been building hell for the
curious.
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GOD REVEALS MOSES' HISTORY TO US AS A MIRROR
ACCEPT GOD'S HIDDEN PURPOSES

DEMANDING A CAUSE HIGHER THAN GOD'S WILL = DO
WRONG TO GOD
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Let this admonition, no less grave than severetraies the
wantonness that tickles many and even drives tliewidked and hurtful
speculations. In short, let us remember tthett invisible God whose
wisdom, power, and righteousness are incomprehelesibets before us
Moses’ history as a mirror in which his living likess glows. For just as
eyes, when dimmed with age or weakness or by sdhes defect, unless
aided by spectacles, discern nothing distinctly;sseh is our feebleness,
unless Scripture guides us in seeking God, wermamediately confused.
They who, indeed, indulge their own wantonnesscesithey are now
warned in vain, will feel too late by a dreadfulrrthow much better it
would have been for them reverently to accept Gediget purposes than
to belch forth blasphemies by which to obscure Beavind Augustine
rightly complains that wrong is done to God when &igher cause of
things than his will is demanded Elsewhere the same man wisely warns
that it is no less wrong to raise questions conngrnmmeasurable
stretches of time than of space. Indeed, howevdelwithe circuit of the
heavens extends, it still has some limit. Now if@me should expostulate
with God that the void exceeds the heavens a hdfad; would not this
impudence be detestable to all the godly? Into suekiness leap those
who carp at God’s idleness because he did not @ordcwith their
judgment establish the universe innumerable agisdelo gratify their
curiosity, they strive to go forth outside the vabrAs if in the vast circle
of heaven and earth enough things do not presentgilves to engross all
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our sense with their incomprehensible brightness! A within six
thousand years God has not shown evidences enaugiioh to exercise
our minds in earnest meditation! Therefore let udlingly remain
enclosed within these bounds to which God has aviiteconfine us, and
as it were, to pen up our minds that they may tiobugh their very
freedom to wander, go astray.
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SEED OF DIVINITY, GENERAL REVLATION

St USRS R R T
THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD SHINES FORTH
IN THE FASHIONING OF THE UNIVERSE

AND THE CONTINUING GOVERNMENT OF IT
1.5.1
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The clarity of God'’s self-disclosure strips us of\ery excuse
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The final goal of the blessed lifanoreoverrests in the knowledge
of God. Lest anyone, then, be excluded from access toitegg he not
only sowed in men’s minds thaeed of religionof which we have spoken
but revealed himself and daily discloses himself time whole
workmanship of the universeAs a consequencejen cannot open their
eyes without being compelled to see hirlndeed, his essence is
incomprehensible; hence, his divineness far escalpésiman perception.
But upon his individual works he has engraved utakeble marks of his
glory, so clear and so prominent that even unletteaind stupid folk
cannot plead the excuse of ignorance. Thereforeptbphet very aptly
exclaims that he is “clad with light as with a gamti [Ps. 104:2 p.]. It is
as if he said: Thereafter the Lord began to shawshlf in the visible
splendor of his apparel, ever since in the creatibrthe universe he
brought forth those insignia whereby he shows losygio us, whenever
and wherever we cast our gaze. Likewise, the saraphpt skillfully
compares the heavens, as they are stretched dug toyal tent and says
that he has laid the beams of his chambers on #tersy has made the
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clouds his chariot, rides on the wings of the wiadd that the winds and
lightning bolts are his swift messengers. [Ps. 284] And since the glory
of his power and wisdom shine more brightly abdwegven is often called
his palace [Ps. 11:4]. Yet, in the first place, véver you cast your eyes,
there is no spot in the universe wherein you cadigern at least some
sparks of his glory. You cannot in one glance syrtieés most vast and
beautiful system of the universe, in its wide exgmnwithout being
completely overwhelmed by the boundless force sfhitightness. The
reason why the author of The Letter to the Hebrelegantly calls the
universe the appearance of things invisible [Hdb3]lis that this skillful
ordering of the universe is for us a sort of miriar which we can
contemplate God, who is otherwise invisible. Thason why the prophet
attributes to the heavenly creatures a language/kno every nation [Ps.
19:2 ff.] is that therein lies an attestation ofidity so apparent that it
ought not to escape the gaze of even the mostdstupe. The apostle
declares this more clearly: “What men need to kmowcerning God has
been disclosed to them, ... for one and all gaze up®mvisible nature,
known from the creation of the world, even unto éisrnal power and
divinity” [Rom. 1:19-20 p.].

Ps. 104:2
2 He wraps himself in light as with a garment; heetstnes out the
heavens like a tent

Ps. 11:4
% The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD is on hisavenly throne.
He observes the sons of men; his eyes examine them.

Ps. 19:2
> Day after day they pour forth speech; night afteghnthey display
knowledge.

Heb. 11:3
% By faith we understand that the universe was forna¢dGod's
command, so that what is seen was not made oubaff was visible.
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Rom. 1:19-20

19 since what may be known about God is plain to thessause God has
made it plain to them.

0. For since the creation of the world God's invisilgjealities - his

eternal power and divine nature - have been cleadgn, being
understood from what has been made, so that mesitli@ut excuse.
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Mg ﬁ[ﬂ l—ﬁ PUEGE ;T ERFpIES
MEN HAVE SENSE OF DIVINITY;

“SEED OF RELIGION”
1.3.1

AR (I e Rl T
CHAPTER 3 THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD HAS BEEN NATURALLY
IMPLANTED IN THE MINDS OF MEN

1.3.1. The character of this natural endowment

ERAERAPETE C I * R PRI SRR
BRIy N E o

GOD IMPLANTED AWARENESS OF DIVINITY IN MAN;

MAN CONDEMNED BY OWN TESTIMONY;

IGNORANCE NO EXCUSE

THE MOST “BACKWARD” PEOPLES HAVE SEED OF
RELIGION
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There is within the human mind, and indeed by na#diinstinct, an
awareness of divinity(divinitatis sensum This we take to be beyond
controversy. To prevent anyone form taking refugethe pretence of
ignoranceGod himself has implanted in all men a certain undéanding
of his divine majestyEver renewing its memory, he repeatedly sheds fres
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drops. Since, therefore, men one and all percéiaethere is a God and
that he is their Maker, they amondemned by their own testimony
because they have failed to honor him and to coasetheir lives to his
will. If ignorance of God is to be looked for anyare, surely one is most
likely to find an example of it among the more baekd folk and those
more remote from civilization. Yet there is, as #minent pagan says, no
nation so barbarous, no people so savage, thatdney not a deep-seated
conviction that there is a God. And they who inestaspects of life seem
least to differ from brutes still continue to ret@omeseed of religion.So
deeply does the common conception occupy the mioldsall, so
tenaciously does it inhere in the hearts of allefBfore, since from the
beginning of the world there has been no regioncityg in short, no
household, that could do without religion, theresliin this a tacit
confession of a sense of deity inscribed in thethed all.

By TS SR AR T - [N PIAE  ~ RL S
TUPETF e 1) IBs] (s 0 Pt o & P S0 GRS € i > O
e EL it S N T R M R | I E A [ e
FIg > F5E 2 5@ o PSRRI o - 2 3 1 HORRR FE
Ellm guﬁj—:ﬁﬁmf’jﬂj ) %Egﬂ?{: JusRg s o

Indeed,even idolatry is ample proodf this conception. We know
how man does not willingly humble himself so aplace other creatures
over himself. Since, then, he prefers to worshipdavand stone rather than
to be thought of as having no God, clearly thia imost vivid impression
of a divine being. So impossible is it to blot tfiiem man’s mind that
natural disposition would be more easily alteresl,aliered indeed it is
when man voluntarily sinks from his natural haugéss to the very depths
in order to honor God!

CIPEIEIRE PSS IR~ e = Ui D v (sense of
divinity) TR S R *EEWHH[E fl PRER R 1D
= WidgéﬁihwmeﬁﬁW%ﬁ’mfﬁﬁWﬁ
ﬁwmo_ [ SEE AT ML o PO MR
e #iﬂ FULT =R %ﬁ@puﬁympwx
%wﬁmﬁﬁﬁiﬂféﬁﬁ'%W*}ﬁ“¢wiﬁ“ R R -
“We think it beyond doubt that men have a sensda\omty in them
nay even of a natural movement (thereto). For s tlone should take
refuge in the plea of ignorance, God has imprinitedeveryone a
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knowledge of himself, the recollection of whichdemews in us, distilling

it as it were drop by drop, so that, seeing thatkwew form first to last

that there is a God and that he made us, we sheuttbndemned by our
own knowledge that we had not honoured him andriaddedicated our
lives in obedience to him.” 1.3.1.

G bS REVELATlON CAN BE S EN EVERYWHERE
GOD IS NEVER WITHOUT AWITNESS

Preface to Bible of Olivetan
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“In every part of the world, in heaven and on ednihas written and as it were
engraven the glory of his power, goodness, wisdatheternity. Truly indeed, then,
has St. Paul said that the Lord never left himaéiout a witness, even to those to
whom he has sent no knowledge of his word. Focra@atures, from the firmament
even to the centre of the earth, could be witheasdsmessengers of his glory to all
men, drawing them on to seek him and, having folimd, to do him service and
honour according to the dignity of a Lord so gosd,potent, wise and everlasting;
they were even helping each one in his place upahduest. For the little singing
birds sang of God, the animals accalimed him, tements feared and the mountains
resounded with him, the rivers and springs threamgés toward him, the grasses and
the flowers smiled. So that in truth there was epedto seek him afar, seeing that
everyone could find him within himself, inasmuch as are all sustained and
preserved by his virtue abiding in us.” PrefeB#le of OlivetanOpp., 9, 793-5.
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- PR S F RIS
WHEN MAN OPENS HIS EYES,
HE CANNOT BE SEEN GOD’S REVELATION

IN CREATION
From1.5.1

: )
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“God has so manifested himself (to men) in sucheautiful and exquisite
edifice of heaven and earth, showing and presehiimgelf there every day, that they
cannot open their eyes without being obliged te@ee him.” 1.5.1.
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2 AL RO
GODLESSNESS IS IMPOSSIBLE
1.3.3
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(D|agoras) Iy A Eﬁ |*? | [E UEFF > HEJRS. HJ X (Dionysius) [i]
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Men of sound judgment will always be sure thagense of divinity which can
never be effaced is engraved upon men’s mindisdeed, the perversity of the
impious, who though they struggle furiously are hleao extricate themselves form
the fear of God, is abundant testimony that thisvazion, namely, that there is some
God, is naturally inborn in all, and is fixed de&jphin, as it were in the very marrow.
Although Diagoras and his like may jest at whateves been believed in every age
concerning religion, and Dionysius may mock thevieedy judgment, this is sardonic
laughter, forthe worm of consciencesharper than any cauterizing iramaws away
within. | do not say, as Cicero did, that errors disappétir the lapse of time, and
that religion grows and becomes better each lBaythe world (something will have
to be said of this a little latetdies as far as it is able to cast away all knodde of
God, and by every means to corrupt the worship ohhl only say that though the
stupid hardness in their minds, which the impioagesly conjure up to reject God,
wastes away, yet the sense of divinity, which theatly wished to have extinguished,
thrives and presently burgeons. From this we caleclibhat it is not a doctrine that
must first be learned in school, but one of whi@tle of us is master from his
mother's womb and whiclmature itself permits no one to forget, althoughamy
strive with every nerve to this end.
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Besides, if all men are born and live to the erad they may know God and yet
if knowledge of God is unstable and fleeting unlgégrogresses to this degree, it is
clear that all those who do not direct every thauad action in their lives to this
goal degenerate from the law of their creation. isTlvas not unknown to the
philosophers. Plato meant nothing but this wherotten taught that the highest
good of the soul is likeness to God, where, whenstbul has grasped the knowledge
of God, it is wholly transformed into his likenesdn the same manner also Gryllus,
in the writings of Plutarch, reasons very skilljulaffirming that, if once religion is
absent from their life, men are in no wise supetbrute beasts, but are in many
respects far more miserable. Subject, then, tmaoy forms of wickedness, they
drag out their lives in ceaseless tumult and detqui Thereforeit is worship of God
alone that renders men higher than the brutes, atidough it alone they aspire to
immortality.
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I\EANK|N SRES FIZ
GENERAL REVELAT|ON. BLlNDNESS,
IDOLATRY, PHILOSOPHICAL
SPECULATION
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MANKIND IS WICKED, PERVERTED, IGNORANT,
NEGLECT GLORY IN CREATION:
GOD GRANTS TRUE KNOW LEDGE,
BUT MAN NEEDS ILLUMINATION BY SPIRIT;
NATURE NOT SUFFICIENT
1 17277 %
Comm. Acts 17:27
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Acts 17:27
2’ God did this so that men would seek him and perhaash out for him and find
him, though he is not far from each one of us.

“There is such a perversity mixed with the ignoewrad men and with their
stupidity that, destitute of right judgment, they pass by without any true feeling all
the signs of the true glory of God, as shininglynifest in heaven as upon earth.
Seeing indeed that the true knowledge of God isngutar gift of his goodness,
seeing also that the faith by which alone it ishtig known proceeds only from
illumination by the Holy Spirit, it follows that euminds cannot enter into it by the
guidance of nature alone.” Opp., 48, 416 — ComatsA7:27.
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MAN'S TENDENCY (PAGANS): IDOLATRY
Bk 12295 L e 11O TR 1y

Comm. Rom. 1:22; Heb. 11:6; Sermon Deuteronomy
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Apart from God, Man will Manufacture Idols; the Pagans Worship False Gods

# 1:22
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Rom.1:22
22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools

Heb.11:6

6 And without faith it is impossible to please Goechuse anyone who comes to
him must believe that he exists and that he rewtHrdse who earnestly seek
him

“It is a vice that has been by no means peculighitbsophers to think oneself
wise in the knowledge of God, but one that is comntwall nations and all states.
For there is not one of them who has not wantasbtdine the majesty of God within
the conception of his own understanding and ma&ed such as he could grasp with
his senses.” Opp. 49, 25 — Comm. Romans 1:22.
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The World’'s Religions Do Not Understand God Truly;
They Are Vain and Harmful

(Fi¥ ©)
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“Man labour in vain to serve God, if they do noblnthe right way, and that
the religions that have nothing of the true andaterknowlwdge of God, all added
together, are not only vain but harmful, for atb$le who do not distinguish God from
idols are unable to have access to him.” Opp188,— Comm. Hebrews 11:6.
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THE PAGANS WORSHIP THEIR OWN IMAGINATIONS
H'Fﬁﬁﬁ'%iﬁ%‘? 55 iy
55" Sermon on Deuteronomy
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“The pagans were talking nonsense when one of tkeidh ‘I worship God.’
For what did he mean by that? Dreams, fantasi€sr when men profess to
worship God without having known him, there is rauldt that they are worshipping
idols. The Turks themselves will say today thaytlworship God the creator of
heaven and earth, but it is only an idol that theyrship.” Opp, 26, 427: 5

sermon on Deuteronomy.
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HUMANITIES: PHILOSOPHERS HAVE BEGINNING OF
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD; PHILOSOPHERS
= INCONSISTENT, CONFUSE MEN,;
GOD GIVES THEM SAVOR OF HIMSELF,
THEY'VE NO EXCUSE;

BUT WHAT THEY SEE = FAR FROM THE TRUTH
From 2.2.16

RV ST 2 AL 5 ¢ TR R AL

)
PRI HO A R SRR B JE
PJRERL A L < i f;rnﬁﬂﬁ,aﬁmi TEAEEE A F[ﬂ&“%\% Bl

P PIEE T ﬂ*ﬁ'ﬁﬁ AR TV S R P B
ELIES [“[”ﬁ”ﬁif‘ﬁ e Vo S R0 (e 2 0T ‘%p
T Iﬁllf' b FIJ:FIETI j IH[%FEJF’%‘EIEJ i,iﬂ]zﬁjﬁf kﬁhu[l (b o jﬁﬁguip%@
T [%IFWEI%‘E"% £ (TSR] E'i‘*’?ﬁ fUiEE ©

“I do not deny that here and there we can seedrbtioks of the philosophers
some sentences said to be of God, well written; ibuthese there is always an
appearance of such inconsistency that one canycksa that they had only confused
imaginings of him. It is true enough that God gévem some small savour of his
divinity, so that they could not claim ignoranceeixcuse of his impiety, and without
moving them to speak one of those sentences byhwthiey might have been
convinced; but what they did see they saw in sudigtd that it could not have
addressed them to the truth. They are far fronnigeattained it.”
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=5 (P A e L
THE LIMITS OF OUR UNDERSTANDING
2.2.18
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RE.: KNOWLEDGE O éOD AND SALVATION:
PHILOSOPHERS — APT STATEMENTS, MOMENTARY
FLASHES, BECAUSE GOD GAVE SENSE OF DIVINITY

-> NO EXCUSE OF IGNORANCE; BUT: MONSTROUS LIES,
CONFUSION
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We must now analyzerhat human reason can discerwith regard to God’s
kingdom and to spiritual insight. This spirituaisight consists chiefly in three
things: (1) knowing God; (2) knowing his fatherlgvbr in our behalf, in which our
salvation consists; (3) knowing how to frame ofe According to the rule of his law.
In the first two points — and especially in the @&t — thegreatest geniuses are
blinder than moles! Certainly | do not deny that one can readnpetent and apt
statements about God here and thdrethe philosophers, but these always show a
certain giddy imagination. As was stated abdke,Lord indeed gave them a slight
taste of his divinity that the might not hide theimpiety under a cloak of ignorance.
And sometimes he impelled them to make certainrantees by the confession of
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which they would themselves be corrected. But they things in such a way that
their seeing did not direct them to the truth, mudéss enable them to attain it!
They are like a traveler passing through a fieldnaht who ina momentary
lightning flash sees far and wide, but the sight vanishes solgwiifat he is plunged
again into the darkness of the night before hetete even a step — let alone be
directed on his way by its help. Besides, althotligty may chance to sprinkle their
books withdroplets of truth,how many monstrous lies defile them!In short, they
never even sensed that assurance of God’s beneeoteward us (without which
man’s understanding can only be filled with bousdleonfusion). Human reason,
therefore, neither approaches, nor strives towardeven takes a straight aim at, this
truth: to understand who the true God is or what sbGod he wishes to be toward
us.
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AFTER FALL: WILL TO KNOW GOD = DEPRIVED;
GOD BUT CURSES MAN MAN = CANNOT APPROACH GOD;
RESPONSIBLE FOR INABILITY
KNOWLEDGE OF GOD USELESS WITHOUT FAITH;
WE SEE GOD’S CURSE EVERYWHEFRE
— GOD JUSTLY DISOWNS US OUR BLIND MINDS

DO NOT PERCEIVE WHAT IS TRUE
2.6.1

2.6.1  pEE] l@ﬁf‘ HERISBETR A »

Only the Mediator helps fallen man
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The whole human race perished in the person of Adam
Consequently that original excellence and nobilithich we have
recounted would be of no profit to us but wouldheatredound to our
greater shame, until God, who does not recognizeisabandiwork men
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defiled and corrupted by sin, appeared as Redegmite person of his
only-begotten Son. Therefore, since we have fdllem life into death,
thewhole knowledge of God the Creator that we havecdssed would be
useless unless faith also followesdetting forth for us God our Father in
Christ. The natural order was that the frame efithiverse should be the
school in which we were to learn piety, and frorpass over to eternal life
and perfect felicity. But after man’s rebelliaoyr eyes — wherever they
turn — encounter God’s curse. This curse, while it seizes and envelopes
innocent creatures through our fault, must overwhelur souls with
despair. For even if God wills to manifest hishiaty favor to us in
many ways, yet we cannot by contemplating the usevénfer that he is
Father. Rather, conscience presses us within Bo@ssin our sin just
cause for his disowning us and not regarding cogeizing us as his sons.
Dullness and ingratitude follow, faur minds, as they have been blinded,
do not perceive what is true. And as all our senses have become
perverted, we wickedly defraud God of his glory.
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We must, for this reason, come to Paul's statent@&itice in the
wisdom of God the world did not know God throughseam, it pleased
God through the folly of preaching to save thoseovielieve” [I Cor.
1:21]. This magnificent theater of heaven and hgacrammed with
innumerable miracles, Paul calls the “wisdom of GodContemplating it,
we ought in wisdom to have known God. But becamsenave profited
so little by it, he calls us to the faith of Chyisthich, because it appears
foolish, the unbelievers despise.
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| Cor. 1:21

L For since in the wisdom of God the world throughviisdom did not
know him, God was pleased through the foolishnessvitat was
preached to save those who believe.
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PREACHING OF CROSS = AGAINST OUR WILL;

WE MUST EMBRACE IT TO RETURN TO GOD

THUS: OFFERING HEAVEN TO ALL W/O GRACE OF CHRIST = VILE
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Therefore, althougthe preaching of the cross does not agree with buman
inclination, if we desire to return to God our Author and Malem whom we have
been estranged, in order that he may again begibetoour Father, we ought
nevertheless tembrace it humbly Surely, after the fall of the first man no
knowledge of God apart from the Mediator has hadgrounto salvation [cf. Rom.
1:16; | Cor. 1:24]. For Christ not only speakshid own age, but comprehends all
ages when he says: “This is eternal life, to knber Father to be the one true God,
and Jesus Christ whom he has sent” [John 17:3 fghus, all the more vile is the
stupidity of those persons who open heaven to hal impious and unbelieving
without the grace of him whom Scripture commonlgctees to be the only door
whereby we enter into salvation [John 10:9]. Buainiyone would like to restrict this
statement of Christ to the publishing of the gostiedre is a ready refutation: it was
the common understanding of all ages and all natibat men who have become
estranged from God [cf. Eph. 4:18] and have beefadsd accursed [cf. Gal. 3:10]
and children of wrath [cf. Eph. 2:3] without recdiation cannot please God.

Rom. 1:16
18| am not ashamed of the gospel, because it isdtepof God for the salvation of
everyone who believes: first for the Jew, thentlfier Gentile.

| Cor. 1: 24
24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews andkSr€hrist the power of God
and the wisdom of God.

John 17:3
% Now this is eternal life: that they may know yobetonly true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom you have sent.

John 10:9

° | am the gate; whoever enters through me will bedaHe will come in and go
out, and find pasture.
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Eph. 4:18
18 They are darkened in their understanding and stgghrfaom the life of God
because of the ignorance that is in them due tbahgening of their hearts.

Gal. 3:10
10" All who rely on observing the law are under a cyfse it is written: "Cursed is
everyone who does not continue to do everythingtevriin the Book of the Law."

Eph. 2:3

% All of us also lived among them at one time, gyaifj the cravings of our sinful
nature and following its desires and thoughts. Liike rest, we were by nature
objects of wrath.
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GOD HAS SPOKEN IN THE BIBLE,
HE GAVE US BIBLE FOR GOOD REASON:
KNOW GOD THROUGH THE BIBLE
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God Gave Bible Not to Satlsfy Curiosity,
But to Teach Good Doctrine,
To Comfort, Exhort Us to Do Good,
Edify Us to Trust, Fear, Know God

From the Preface to the Geneva Bible
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“The Scripture is not given us to satisfy our fodliguriosity or to serve our
ambition. But it is useful St. Paul tells us; and whyPo teach us good doctrine, to
console us, exhort us and render us perfect in gvgood work. So to that use let
us putit. If we are asked: what is all this egdifion that we ought to receive from it,
the answer, in a word, is that we learn therebgubour trust in God and to walk in
fear of him. And, inasmuch as Jesus Christ isfthi@ment of the Law and the
Prophets and is the substance of the Gospel, thanaline towards no other end but
to know him.” Opp. 9, 825: Preface to the Genalitian of the Bible.
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OD SPEAKS TO US IN SCRIPTURE:

PUBLISHES HIS TRUTH
Inst., 1.7.1
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CHAPTER 7 - Scripture must be confirmed by the witress

1.7.1

of the Spirit. Thus may its authority be
established as certain; and it is a wicked
falsehood that its credibility depends on the
judgment of the Church.

() OB EFI ) TRpE -

Scripture has its authonty from God, not from the Church.
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Before | go any farther, it is worth-while to saynsething abouthe
authority of Scripture not only to prepare our hearts to reverenceuittd
banish all doubt. When that which is set forth ¢kreowledged to be the
Word of God, there is no one so deplorably insoleminless devoid also
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both of common sense and of humanity itself — aslae impugnthe
credibility of Him who speaks. Now daily oracles are not sent from
heaven, for it pleased the Lord to hallow his truth everlasting
remembrance in the Scriptures alone [cf. John 5:39Hence the
Scriptures obtain full authority among believers bn when men
regarded them as having sprung from heaven, aslhére the living
words of God were heard. This matter is very well worth treating more
fully and weighing more carefully. But my readevdl pardon me if |
regard more what the plan of the present work deism@han what the
greatness of this matter requires.

John 5:39
3% You diligently studythe Scriptures because you think that by them you
possess eternal life. These are the Scripturesesidy about me,
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But a mostpernicious errorwidely prevails that Scripture has only
so much weight as is conceded to it by the consktite church. As if
the eternal and inviolable truth of God dependedampthe decision of
men! For they mock the holy Spirit whehey ask: Who can convince us
that these writings came from God?Who can assure us that Scripture
has come down whole and intact even to our very?dawho can
persuade us to receive one book in reverence mxdade another, unless
the church prescribes a sure rule for all thes¢ars®t What reverence is
due Scripture and what books ought to be reckonghinvits canon
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depend they say,upon the determination of the church. Thus these
sacrilegious men, wishing to impose an u bridledripy under the cover
of the church, do not care with what absurditiesytensnare themselves
and others, provided they can force this one igemuhe simple-minded:
that the church has authority in all things. Yétthis is so, what will
happen to miserable consciences seeking firm asseiraf eternal life if
all promises of it consist in and depend solelyrupiee judgment of men?
Will they cease to vacillate and tremble when thegeive such an answer?
Again, to what mockeries of the impious is ourHaubjected, into what
suspicion has it fallen among all men, if we bediglat it has a precarious
authority dependent solely upon the good pleasuneen!
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HOLY SPIRIT'S INSPIRATION: APOSTLES ARE
MERLEY SPIRIT'S NOTARIES: PREACHERS
AFTER APOSTLES ONLY TEACH WHAT IS

SEALED IN SCRIPTURE
4.8.9
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Key Statement:

“The apostles were only the sworn notaries of th@yHspirit, so that their

Scriptures might be held authentic; the succedsave no other commission than to
teach what they find contained in the Holy Scriptut 4.8.9.
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Apostles not free to go beyond the Word: much Ieesr
successors
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APOSTLES MPART WORD AS FROM GOD -> CHURCH LEARNS
PURE WORD; REMOVE ALL OBSTACLES, THAT GOD’'S

DECREES REMAIN IN FORCE THIS IS SPIRITUAL WEAPON (I |
Cor. 10:4-5)
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Accordingly, Peter, who was well instructed by Master as to how
much he should do, reserves nothing else for hintsebthers except to
impart the doctrine as it had been handed down bgdG “Let him who
speaks,” he says, “speak only the words of GodPdt. 4:11]; that is, not
hesitatingly and tremblingly as evil consciences accustomed to speak,
but with the high confidence which befits a servant &od furnished
with his sure commands. What is this buto reject all inventions of the
human mind (from whatever brain they have issued)order that God’s
pure Word may be taught and learned in the believahurch? What is
it but to remove the ordinances, or rather invetgtiof all men (whatever
their rank), in order that the decrees of God alovay remain in force?
These are those spiritual “weapons ... with powemf@od to demolish
strongholds”; by them God’s faithful soldiers “dest stratagems and
every height that rises up against the knowledg&ad, and take every
thought captive to obey Christ” [Il Cor. 10:4-5, 1@m.].

| Pet. 4:11

- If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speakimgery words of
God. If anyone serves, he should do it with thergjth God provides,
so that in all things God may be praised througluseChrist. To him
be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
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Il Cor.10:4-5
% The weapons we fight with are not the weapons efwtiorld. On the
contrary, they have divine power to demolish strmids.

5. We demolish arguments and every pretension thatitself up against
the knowledge of God, and we take captive everughb to make it
obedient to Christ.
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CHURCH’S PASTORS = ENDOWED WITH SOVEREIGN POWER
OF GOD’S WORD; DARE TO DO ALL THINGS BY GOD’'S WORD
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Here, then is the sovereign power with which tlastprs of the
church, by whatever name they be called, ougheterndowed. That is
that they may dare boldly to do all things by God/erd; may compel all
worldly power, glory, wisdom, and exaltation to Igigo and obey his
majesty; supported by his power, may command afhfthe highest even
to the last; may build up Christ’s household anst clown Satan’s; may
feed the sheep and drive away the wolves; mayuciseind exhort the
teachable; may accuse, rebuke, and subdue thdisabehnd stubborn:
may bind and loose; finally, if need be, may launbbnderbolts and
lightings; but do all things in God’s Word.
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KNOWING = RECEIVING WHAT SCRIPTURE TEACHES;

SPIRIT BEARS WITNESS, SEALS SCRIPTURE IN HEARTS
1.7.4

1.7.4  ZREVIECCREBRE )Y

The witness of the Holy Sp|r|t this is strongeanhall proof
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We ought to remember what | said a bit ago: crétilmf doctrine is
not established until we are persuaded beyond dbabtGod is its Author.
Thus,the highest proof of Scripture derives in generabim the fact that
God in person speaks in it. The prophets and apostles do not boast either
of their keenness or of anything that obtains ¢riedlithem as they speak;
nor do they dwell upon rational proofs. Ratheeythring forward God’s
holy name, that by it the whole world may be brduigito obedience to
him. Now we ought to see how apparent it is ndy dyy plausible
opinion but by clear truth that they do not all ogéod’s name heedlessly
or falsely. If we desire to provide in the bestywar our consciences —
that they may not be perpetually beset by the ligta of doubt or
vacillation, and that they may not also bogglenatemallest quibbles — we
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ought to seek our convictionin a higher place than human reasons,
judgments, or conjectures, that is, the secret testimony of the Spirit.
True, if we wished to proceed by arguments, we magvance many
things that would easily prove — if there is anyg go heaven — that the law,
the prophets, and the gospel come from him. Indeest so learned men,
endowed with the highest judgment, rise up in oftjgesand bring to bear
and display all their mental powers in this debat¥et, unless they
become hardened to the point of hopeless impudéiseconfession will
be wrested from them: that they see manifest saginGod speaking in
Scripture. From this it is clear that the teachwofgScripture is from
heaven. And a little later we shall see that h# books of Sacred
Scripture far surpass all other writings. Yeswi turn pure eyes and
upright senses toward it, the majesty of God wiliviediately come to
view, subdue our bold rejection, and compel usoi@yo
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Yet they who strive to build up firm faith in Sctipe through
disputation are doing things backwards. For my, @dthough | do not
excel either in great dexterity or eloquence \ifere struggling against the
most crafty sort of despisers of God, who seekpfmear shrewd and witty
in disparaging Scripture, | am confident it woulat e difficult for me to
silence their clamorous voices. And if it were seful labor to refute
their cavils, | would with no great trouble shattiee boasts they mutter in
their lurking places. But even if anyone clearsi&&acred Word from
man’s evil speaking, he will not at once imprintonptheir hearts that
certainty which piety requires. Since for unbdleyvmen religion seems
to stand by opinion alone, they, in order not tbelve anything foolishly
or lightly, both wish and demand rational proof tthdoses and the
prophets spoke divinely. But | replthe testimony of the Spirit is more
excellent than all reason. For as God alone isiavfitness of himself in
his Word, so also the Word will not find acceptana@ men’'s hearts
before it is sealed by the inward testimony of ®girit. The same Spirit,
therefore, who has spoken through the mouths of pitephets must
penetrate into our hearts to persuade us that fdaéyfully proclaimed
what had been divinely commanded. Isaiah veryyaptpresses this
connection in these words: “My Spirit which is iouy; an the words that |
have put in your mouth, and the mouths of yourprffgy, shall never fail”
[Isa. 59:21 p.]. Some good folk are annoyed thalear proof is not
ready at hand when the impious, unpunished, muagainst God’s Word.
As if the Spirit were not called both “seal” anduggantee” [Il Cor. 1:22]
in confirming the faith of the godly; because uhtlillumines their minds,
they ever waver among many doubts!

Il Cor. 1:22
22 set his seal of ownership on us, and put his Sipiritur hearts as a
deposit, guaranteeing what is to come.

Isa. 59:21

2L "As for me, this is my covenant with them," says thORD. "My
Spirit, who is on you, and my words that | have ipugour mouth will
not depart from your mouth, or from the mouths otirychildren, or
from the mouths of their descendants from this tomeand forever,"
says the LORD.
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CHRIST IS CENTER OF SCRIPTURE:
KNOW HIM;

SPIRIT AUTHENTICATES SCRIPTURE
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CHRIST = AIM AND CENTER OF SCRIPTURE;
WE KNOW GOD ONLY IN CHRIST;
THUS, FIND CHRIST IN SCRIPTURE
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Seek Christ in the Bible; Otherwise, the Learnedr@a Find Truth
Comm. John 5:39
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John 5:39
39 You diligently studythe Scriptures because you think that by them yassgss
eternal life. These are the Scriptures that testifigut me,

“The Scriptures must be read with this intentidmttin them we find Christ.
Whoever turns aside from this purpose, even thobghtorments himself with
learning all his life long, will never attain togtknowledge of the truth. For what
sagacity or intelligence can we have without thesddm of God?” Commentary
John 5:39; Opp, 47, 125.
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CHRIST = ONLY MEDIATOR BETWEEN GOD AND MAN,;
THUS: SEEK GOD IN CHRIST (A MIRROR);

GOD ONLY MANIFESTS HIMSELF BY CHRIST
4.8.5
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Unity and multiplicity of revelation
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GOD’'S SERVANTS MUST TEACH WHAT THEY LEARN FROM
CHRIST VS. DIVERSE WAYS OF LEARNING:

CHRIST = ETERNAL WISDOM OF GOD; GOD HAS REVEALED
TO MEN ONLY THROUGH SON; IN DIVERSE WAYS
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But although this principle has prevailed in theurdh from the
beginning and ought to prevail today, that the aety of God should teach
nothing which they have not learned from him, stdtcording to the
diversity of the times, they have had diverse wafytearning. But the
present order differs very much from what existetbrmer times.
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First, if what Christ says is true — “No one sdes Eather except the
Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to revasdl[Natt. 11:27] —
surely they who would attain the knowledge of Goddd always be
directed by that eternal Wisdom. For how couldythether have
comprehended God’s mysteries with the mind, or hattered them,
except by the teaching of him to whom alone theetef the Father are
revealed? Therefore, holy men of old knew God diyhybeholding him
in his Son as in a mirror (cf. Il Cor. 3:8). WhEsay this, | mean that
God has never manifested himself to men in anyrotfay than through
the Son, that is, his sole wisdom, light, and trutRrom this fountain
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and other da#irtkat they had of
heavenly teaching. From the same fountain, allpgtaphets have also
drawn every heavenly oracle that they have givettfo

Matt. 11:27

" “All things have been committed to me by my FatiNg. one knows
the Son except the Father, and no one knows tlieeFaxcept the Son
and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.

Il Cor. 3:8
8 will not the ministry of the Spirit be even mor@gbus?
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For this Wisdom has not always manifested itselfome way.
Among the patriarchs God used secret revelatiamsatthe same time to
confirm these he added such signs that they coal@ Imo doubt that it
was God who was speaking to them. What the pelahad received
they handed on to their descendants. For the hadileft it with them
on this condition, that they should so propagate Tthe children and
children’s children knew when God dictates withihat they heard was

from heaven, not from earth.
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HOW?
BE TAUGHT BY SCRIPTURE;
WITH NEW HEART, BY FAITH
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CHAPTER Scrlpture IS needed as guide and teachéor
anyone who would come to God the Creator
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estows the actual knowtedge of himself upon wsly
in the Scriptures
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That brightness which is borne in upon the eyeallofnen both in
heaven and on earth is more than enough to withddwupport from
men’s ingratitude — just as God, to involve the homace in the same
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guilt, sets forth to all without exception his pease portrayed in his
creatures. Despite thid, is needful that another and better help be
added to direct us aright to the very Creator okthniverse. It was not

in vain, then, thahe added the light of his Word by which to become
known unto salvation;and he regarded as worthy of this privilege those
whom he pleased to gather more closely and intijmatehimself. For
because he saw the minds of all men tossed aratedjitafter he chose the
Jews as his very own flock, he fenced them abaitttiey might not sink
into oblivion as others had. With good reason blEld1us by the same
means in the pure knowledge of himself, since ottser even those who
seem to stand firm before all others would soort s&hy. Just as old or
bleary-eyed men and those with weak vision, if ylowst before them a
most beautiful volume, even if they recognize ib®dsome sort of writing,
yet can scarcely construe two words, but with tllecd spectacles will
begin to read distinctly; sdScripture, gathering up the otherwise
confused knowledge of God in our minds, having disped our dullness,
clearly shows us the true God This, therefore, is a special gift, where
God, to instruct the church, not merely uses mutadhers but also
opens his own most hallowed lips.Not only does he teach the elect to
look upon a god, but also shows himself as the @umh whom they are to
look. He has from the beginning maintained thenpior his church, so
that besides these common probésalso put forth his Word, which is a
more direct and more certain mark whereby he isi®recognized.
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(Two sorts of knowledge of God in Scripture)
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There |s no doubt that Adam, Noah, Abraham, andréisé of the

patriarchs with this assistance penetrated tortmate knowledge of him
that in a way distinguished them from unbelieversam not yet speaking
of the proper doctrine of faith whereby they haerdlumined unto the
hope of eternal life. Fothat they might pass from death to life, it was
necessary to recognize God not only as Creatordisb as Redeemer, for
undoubtedly they arrived at both from the WordFirst in order came
that kind of knowledge by which one is permittedjtasp who that God is
who founded and governs the universe. Then tl#robner knowledge
was added, which alone quickens dead souls, wheBelayis known not
only as the Founder of the universe and the sokagkuand Ruler of all
that is made, but also in the person of the Mediatal as the Redeemer.
But because we have not yet come to the fall of weld and the
corruption of nature, | shall now forego discussanthe remedy. My
readers therefore should remember that | am noggelg to discuss that
covenant by which God adopted to himself the sdn&bvaham, or that
part of doctrine which has always separated belee¥®m unbelieving
folk, for it was founded in Christ. But here | fhdiscuss only how we
should learn from Scripture that God, the Creafathe universe, can by
sure marks be distinguished from all the thronéeafned gods. Then, in
due order, that series will lead us to the redemnpti We shall derive
many testimonies from the New Testament, and otbstimonies also
from the Law and the Prophets, where express mergimade of Christ.
Nevertheless, all things will tend to this endtt@ad, the Artificer of the
universe, is made manifest to us in Scripture, tad what we ought to
think of him is set forth there, lest we seek soumeertain deity by
devious paths.
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But whether God became known to the patriarchautiiraracles and visions or
by the work and ministry of men, he put into thminds what they should then hand
down to their posterity. At any rate, there isdoubt thafirm certainty of doctrine
was engraved in their hearts, so that they wereaned and understood that what
they had learned proceeded from Go&or by his Word, God rendered faith
unambiguous forever, a faith that should be sup¢oi@ll opinion. Finally, in order
that truth might abide forever in the world wittcantinuing succession of teaching
and survive through all ages, the same oraclestigiven to the patriarchs it was his
pleasure to have recorded, as it were, on pulitiet® With this intent the law was
published, and the prophets afterward added astéspreters. For even though the
use of the law was manifold, as will be seen mégarty in its place, it was especially
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committed to Moses and all the prophets to teaehwthy of reconciliation between
God and men, whence also Paul calls “Christ theadrtde law” [Rom. 10:4]. Yet |
repeat once morebesides the specific doctrine of faith and repentanthat sets
forth Christ as Mediator, Scripture adorns with unistakable marks and tokens the
one true God, in that he has created and governs thniverse,n order that he may
not be mixed up with the throng of false gods. réfare, however fitting it may be
for man seriously to turn his eyes to contemplatel'ss works, since he had been
placed in this most glorious theater to be a spactd them, it is fitting that he prick
up his ears to the Word, the better to profit. And therefore no wonder that those
who were born in darkness become more and moreehaddin their insensibility; or
there are very few who, to contain themselves wittounds, apply themselves teach
ably to God’s Word, but they rather exult in theivn vanity. Now, in order that true
religion may shine upon us, we ought to hold thanust take its beginning from
heavenly doctrine and that no one can get eveslitjetest taste of right and sound
doctrine unless he be a pupil of Scripture. Hettoere also emerges the beginning of
true understanding when we reverently embrace whp¢ases God there to witness
of himself. But not only faith, perfect and in eyeway complete, but all right
knowledge of God is born of obedience. And sumelthis respect God has, by his
singular providence, taken thought for mortals tigloall ages.

Rom. 10:4

4 Christ is the end of the law so that there mayidpeteousness for everyone who
believes.
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SCRIPTURE BEARS ITS OWN AUTHENTICATION
1.7.5
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Let this point therefore stand: théitose whom the Holy Spirit has inwardly
taught truly rest upon Scripture, and that Scripterindeed is self-authenticated;
hence, it is not right to subject it to proof arehsoning. Andhe certainty it
deserves with us, it attains by the testimony oé tBpirit. For even if it wins
reverence for itself by its own majesty, it serigusffects us only wheit is sealed
upon our hearts through the Spirit. Therefore, illumined by his power, we believe
neither by our own nor by anyone else’s judgmeat Scripture is from God; but
above human judgmente affirm with utter certainty (just as if we wegazing upon
the majesty of God himself) that it has flowed te from the very mouth of Goly
the ministry of men. We seek no proofs, no marfkgemuineness upon which our
judgment may lean; but we subject our judgmentwitdo it as to a thing far beyond
any guesswork! This we do, not as persons accestoto seize upon some
unknown thing, which, under close scrutiny, dispésathem, but fully conscious that
we hold the unassailable truth! Nor do we do tmssthose miserable men who
habitually bind over their minds to the thralldomsoiperstition; butve feel that the
undoubted power of his divine majesty lives anddifees here. By this power we
are drawn and inflamed, knowingly and willingly, tobey him,yet also more vitally
and more effectively than by mere human willincknowing!
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God, therefore, very rightly proclaims through #&athatthe prophetstogether
with the whole people ar@itnesses to himfor they, instructed by the prophecies,
unhesitatingly held that God has spoken withoutedear ambiguity [Isa. 43:10].
Such, then, ig conviction that requires no reasons; such a knedge with which
the best reason agrees — in which the mind trulyposes more securely and
constantly than in any reasonssuch, finally, feeling that can be born only of
heavenly revelation. | speak of nothing other tidrat each believer experiences
within himself — though my words fall far beneatjust explanation of the matter.

Isa. 43:10

10 "you are my witnesses,” declares the LORD, "and seyvant whom | have
chosen, so that you may know and believe me andratathd that | am he. Before
me no god was formed, nor will there be one after m
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I now refrain from saying more, since | shall hamgportunity to discuss this
matter elsewhere. Let us, then, know thatonly true faith is that which the Spirit
of God seals in our heartdndeed, the modest and teachable reader will bé&nb
with this one reason: Isaiah promised all the caidof the renewed church that “they
would be God’s disciples” [Isa. 54:13 p.]. God mhseworthy of singular privilege
only his elect, whom he distinguishes from the homece as a whole. Indeedhat
is the beginning of true doctrine but a prompt eagess to hearken to God'’s voice?
But God asks to be heard through the mouth of Mos®est is written: “Say not in
your heart, who will ascend into heaven, or whd déscend into the abyss; behold,
the word is in your mouth” [conflation of Deut. 3@, 14 and Ps. 107:26; 106:26;
Vg.]. If God has willed this treasure of underslizng to be hidden from his children,
it is no wonder or absurdity that the multituderoén are so ignorant and stupid!
Among the “multitude” | include even certain digfinshed folk, until they become
engrafted into the body of the church. Besidesialsawarning that the prophetic
teaching would be beyond belief, not only to foreigs but also to the Jews who
wanted to be reckoned as members of the Lord’sdimid, at the same time adds the
reason: “The arm of God will not be revealed” tb[la. 53:1 p.]. Whenever, then,
the fewness of believers disturbs us, let the c@@veome to mind, that only those to
whom it is given can comprehend the mysteries af {86 Matt. 13:11].
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Isa. 54:13
13- All your sons will be taught by the LORD, and gresit be your children's peace.

Deut. 30:12, 14

121t is not up in heaven, so that you have to askaéWill ascend into heaven to get
it and proclaim it to us so we may obey it?"

No, the word is very near you; it is in your mowathd in your heart so you may
obey it.

14.

Ps. 107:26
%5 They mounted up to the heavens and went down tdepens; in their peril their
courage melted away.

Ps. 106:26
6. 50 he swore to them with uplifted hand that he wonéke them fall in the desert,

Isa. 53:1
1 Who has believed our message and to whom has theofithe LORD been
revealed?

Matt. 13:11
2 He replied, "The knowledge of the secrets of thegfom of heaven has been
given to you, but not to them.

R (CHRE) > THEPHTERL S Hip s M pE e
New Heart Is Needed to Understand the MysterigSaunf
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“The mysteries of God are understood only by thosghom it is given.”
1.7.5
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THE HOLY SPIRIT LEADS US NOT TO DESPISE,
BUT TO UNDERSTAND GOD’'S WORD
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Acts 16:14

4 One of those listening was a woman named Lydiaaded in purple cloth from
the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper of GotleTLord opened her heart to
respond to Paul's message.

“Then let a crowd of day-dreaming and fantastic asitnod their peace, those
who under cover of the Holy Spirit reject and hildlisdain all external doctrine. For
we must keep to that moderation which St. Luke olesehere: that we can obtain
nothing by only hearing the word of God, withou tiirace of his holy Spirit, and that
the Spirit who is given to us is not at all a gpirho engenders contempt or disdain of
the word, but rather one who gives faith in the samour understanding, and writes
it in our hearts.” Comm. — Acts 16:14.
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THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY
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1.13.1
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CHAPTER 13 - In Scripture, from the creation onwane are
taught one essence of God, which contains

three persons

(ISRpUFFV Ry T = - B PSR [ IBE [iURHRE > 1-6)
(Terms used in the doctrine of the Trinity by tlthodox fathers, 1-6)
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's nature is immeasurable and spiritual
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GOD’S ESSENCE: INFINITE, SPIRITUAL; ANTHROPOMORPHI&
IN SCRIPTURE:
GOD ACCOMMODATES TO OUR LEVEL, AS NURSES “LISPS” TO
BABES
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The Scriptural teaching concerning God’s infinitadaspiritual
essence ought to be enough, not only to banishlgogalusions, but also
to refute the subtleties of secular philosophy. e @hthe ancients seems
aptly to have remarked, “Whatever we see, and whatee do not see, is
God.” According to this, he fancied that divinityas poured out into the
various parts of the world. But even if God to fxegs sober speaks
sparingly of his essence, yet by those two tittegt t have used he both
banishes stupid imaginings and restrains the beklpéthe human mind.
Surely, his infinity ought to make us afraid to toymeasure him by our
own senses. Indeed, his spiritual nature forbugsimagining anything
earthly or carnal of him. For the same reasonguige often assigns to
himself a dwelling place in heaven. And yet asskes that our slow
minds sink down upon the earth, and rightly, inesrtb shake off our
sluggishness and inertia he raises us above thd.woAnd hence falls to
the ground the error of the Manichees, who by pashg two principles
made the devil almost equal to God. Undoubtedly #as to wreck
God's unity and restrict his infinity. Indeed, thhey dared abuse certain
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testimonies of Scripture was due to base ignorause;as the error itself
sprang from execrable madness. The Anthropomaghialso, who
imagined a corporeal God from the fact that Scrgotften ascribes to him
a mouth, ears, eyes, hands, and feet, are eafitgde For who even of
slight intelligence does not understand that,nurses commonly do with
infants, God is wont in a measure to “lisp” in spkimg to us? Thus
such forms of speaking do not so much express diearhat God is like
as accommodate the knowledge of him to our sligapacity. To do this
he must descend far beneath his loftiness.
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THE THREE PERSONS IN THE GODHEAD
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But God also designates himself by another speasak to distinguish himself
more precisely from idols. For he so proclaims geththe sole God as to offer
himself to be contemplated clearlythmee persons. Unless we grasp these, only the
bare and empty name of God flits about in our Is;dia the exclusion of the true God.
Again, lest anyone imagine that God is threefoldhink God’s simple essence to be
torn into three persons, we must here seek a ahdreasy definition to free us from
all error.
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HYPOSTASIS AND ESSENCE = DIFFERENT

FATHER'’S SUBSISTENCE = DIFFERENT FROM SON'’S

ESSENCE OF GOD = SIMPLE, UNDIVIDED

SON IS NOT STAMP OF FATHER’S “ESSENCE,” BUT HYPOSTASIS
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But because some hatefully inveigh against the wpedson,” as if humanly
devised, we ought first to see with what justiogytdo this. The apostle, calling the
Son of God “the stamp of the Father’s hypostad##l. 1:3], doubtless assigns some
subsistence to the Father wherein he differs ftoenSon. For to consider hypostasis
equivalent toessence(as certain interpreters have done, as if Chiikg wax
imprinted with a seal, represented in himself thigssance of the Father) would be not
only uncouth but also absurd. For since the egsehGod is simple and undivided,
and he contains all in himself, without portiondarivation, but in integral perfection,
the Son will be improperly, even foolishly, calléis “stamp.” But because the
Father, although distinct in his proper nature regpes himself wholly in the Son, for
a very good reason is it said that he has madhypiestasis visible in the latter. In
close agreement with this are the words immedidtlgwing, that the Son is “the
splendor of his glory” [Heb. 1:3, cf. Vg.]. Surelye infer from the apostle’s words
that the very hypostasis that shines forth in the 8 in the Father. From this we
also easily ascertain the Son’s hypostasis, whgtinduishes him from the Father.

Heb. 1:3

®  The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the teveguresentation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. Aftez had provided purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesheaven.
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HOLY SPIRIT = GOD, DIFFERENT FROM FATHER
DISTINCTION = NOT OF ESSENCE

L ) S E S (SIS T GRS L
fUREEE S RLATRE ) < Tt TRLRFLEEVERE] - T A EL Y ST 0 M
TEfe lﬁﬁ@* P ffli rﬂaﬁjgié‘jt’[i i f)féguﬁf , [—ﬁgjyj— l[‘"ﬂ‘*‘ e D R
H] Personal it ) — €5 %F[Fhﬂmﬂ ! s tllﬂﬁr[iﬂ‘mﬁ*l?n *Jlfﬁ B
TR L= s < JPRGHE] hypostasisgd [l i - =5 7.1 £ subsistentia &
) e [V 2 'FTJ*EYLL £% substantia #TT) - i) personag— 7 it
MERE] )]/Jq”{}‘t'rF;,I—ggﬁE FJ:L‘:__[, 2 [E[ = I——I-IJ Ejgﬁ‘ prosopa(P[) F”H‘
Tt oo Hﬁﬁ{ RIS R P R %ﬁﬁffﬂﬁ e

WY (RIS R i g — s 04/2010



80

The same reasoning applies to the Holy Spiritwershall presently prove that
he is God, and yet it is necessary for him to lmught of as other than the Father.
Indeed, this is not a distinction of essence, wthicls unlawful to make manifold.
Therefore, if the testimony of the apostle obtany credence, it follows that there
are in God three hypostases. Since the Latinegpress the same concept by the
word “person,” to wrangle over this clear matteuisdue squeamishness and even
obstinacy. If anyone longs to translate word fardy let him use “subsistence.”
Many have used “substance” in the same sense. wiasrthe word “person” in use
only among the Latins, for the Greeks, perhapgstify their agreement, taught that
there are thregrosopain God. Although they, whether Greek or Latinffedi
among themselves over the word, yet they quiteeaigréhe essential matter.
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THE EXPRESSIONS “TRINITY” AND “PERSON”
AID THE INTERPRETATION OF SCRIPTURE,
ARE THUS ADMISSIBLE

1.13.3
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HERETICS: WORD “PERSON” = FASHIONED BY HUMAN MIND
RESPONSE: WE BELIEVE IN 3; BUT ONLY ONE GOD
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Now, although the heretics rail at the word “perSam certain squeamish men
cry out against admitting a term fashioned by thm&an mind, they cannot shake our
conviction that three are spoken of, each of wisadntirely God, yet that there is not
more than one God. What wickedness, then, it digapprove of words that explain
nothing else than what is attested and sealed hytGe!
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It would be enough, they say, to confine within timeits of Scripture not only
our thoughts but also our words, rather than scaiteign terms about, which would
become seedbeds of dissension and strife. Foratteusve wearied with quarreling
over words, thus by bickering do we lose the triitlis by hateful wrangling do we
destroy love.
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DON'T USE WORDS NOT IN SCRIPTURE? UNJUST RULE

TRUE, WE SHOULDN'T USE WORDS WHICH OFFEND, NOT EDIF Y,
WHICH ARE CONTENTIOUS, WHICH DETRACT FROM PIETY,

OUR THOUGHTS AND WORDS ARE. GOD SHOULD BE CONSCIENTIOUS;
WE CAN USE WORDS WHICH CLARIFY AND SERVE SCRIPTURE/ TRUTH,
USE THEM SPARINGLY, ONLY ON DUE OCCASION

YU P IR — A CERAEE) R IR = R F IS ROt
Ao BRPSFTIERLY TR T £ R - PR JD&%F‘EJWI AP L aRE Rk Ui
YL EE I EHH ﬂ'— IRV ?]'(5“5 ° fi i_[ﬂjlfﬁ)—’gﬁevhtj\ﬂ Sl ’%I[}“F’[
p@ﬂﬁw@ﬁ R R J[EET :‘A,Hﬁ‘ﬂﬁt “ZT SR T fE
SRS P 2 RGPS BT ﬂw ISR R
A1 PR 2 T R L - &? B i ﬁi%w kL RUEE R - ?ﬂ“ﬂ ;
HORTOIES PO IR RIEIRIAL 8 IEffL””F“MFﬁE I© 1 FERLERS - iy
‘MFEJ# =g VEE “Jﬂiﬁﬂﬁu?fiﬁﬁ o [{E- IR ,E-,ﬁl VR A MR i
o M CHRE) IS~ [N T A= P o R A lggps%% o
IE‘f\_’ BI=y FREPIRE (FFRE) PV oy 2 ]S @E <F R IRy
il E| e R ST FZ%]WJEFF,(I*S% FIRNBZERVR ) » PR (ZR
A VB IRBEIEIPL 2 R % L L~ LI ey )
fb— o AT 'lnﬁﬁ STV R T J?ﬁlm ,.\ﬂ?’?ﬁi R LN ILF[,_}F.{J[T
S P TR LB RIS 2 B%‘J"[?Eﬂ MFAH AT It P PTREE | e
F[%ﬂ'ﬁ{ﬁdl]ﬁi o

If they call a foreign word one that cannot be shdw stand written syllable by
syllable in Scripture, they are indeed imposingrups an unjust law which condemns
all interpretation not patched together out of taleric of Scripture. But if that is
“foreign” which has been curiously devised and upesstitiously defended, which
conduces more to contention than to edification,ctvhis made use of either
unseasonably or fruitlessly, which by its harshregsnds pious ears, which detracts
from the simplicity of God’s Word — | wholeheartgdimbrace their soberness. For
| do not feel that concerning God we should speék {gss conscientiousness than
we should think, since whatever by ourselves wektlisoncerning him is foolish, and
whatever we speak, absurd. Yet some measure oodig preserved: we ought to
seek from Scripture a sure rule for both thinkimgl apeaking, to which both the
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thoughts of our minds and the words of our moutiwukl be conformed. But what
prevents us fromexplaining in clearer words those matters in Scujpé which
perplex and hinder our understanding, yet which cementiously and faithfully
serve the truth of Scripture itself, and are madseauof sparingly and modestly and
on due occasioB There are quite enough examples of this sotting. What is
to be said, moreover, when it has been provedthigathurch is utterly compelled to
make use of the words “Trinity” and “Persons”? atifyone, then, finds fault with the
novelty of the words, does he not deserve to bggddas bearing the light of truth
unworthily, since he is finding fault only with whigenders the truth plain and clear?

WY (RIS R i g — s 04/2010



84

aye
FB::;

SC.FAJH

HE

""\ &h

, K |':’—|—,_.JI§E| I’.’—{-,;FFL_I '—*u"‘i‘—“if_:,
| T 0 AL (R B

fl CRLERT R R @,ﬁﬁﬂi_ S ﬁﬁgw
THE CHURCH HAS REGARDED EXPRESSIONS

LIKE*TRINITY,” “PERSON,” ETC.
AS NECESSARYTO UNMASK FALSE TEACHERS

1.13.4

A R e b TSRS % AR s R
P =] T FiE ) (SRR | SERREERCR LI B G
AL WS PR R LR ROV ISRV PR IR [P IR - e
WIS RS TR 0T (i' % M PR ()

PJ St o O 7 gL [ >‘>ﬁ?¢4§l%ﬂzﬁﬂ%ﬂu—g@ SELIHEY * >
S I}'FJ’ xpple o E e RO B P RLEN TR P A T
IR > PP R VR g (B - TN A, “'ZW’Q‘%T’EFE?%EWJ’;T'% i
H R TBRAAE T “ ﬁié%EAF'FJEIJFﬁ AP PRl el s
I [ﬂt‘ﬂﬂﬂij f@ﬁ?}pﬂ FIB & figu?“[r:[ }ﬁgﬁiglzlﬁuﬁg Eﬁﬁjr §“<<
) I—Fuﬁfﬁg » BT ELJFXJFL I—ﬂ s AL l—‘r pﬂ[;ﬂi‘ ; f%?ﬁfl sr%’jg Jﬁ&p J*T;{LEI
(%S %mw ’nipwm’zﬁ El?iﬂf]hgﬁl A PR - A
JLE JizF[pJ F,ﬁgu el F F;I?EJ lﬁlﬁ DR = ﬁl'ﬁﬁlfi“ﬂ‘] a0, tEE
IRl it I,‘”k%fﬂﬁﬂj'rpi?%m 'p ) (homoousios ~ 7 >
I‘E’IFﬁFUH% BT RLEIRE R IE%DMWF%*% ASLFRL - P T i
I [f i?ﬁ' SR o B P TR N IFJ SERITRRe
ﬂ@éﬁ%w i p JIiE srm HPL D (IR TR F ST - ] i
RE T [.mr%%

Pidpf (Sabelliug M > f9#10 ~ =7~ ZHEE= W £5 £ RELE
F'L@‘?ﬁ EEAR] “Jiﬁﬂ& Bl LR P [f ﬁ”f’ﬁ i Fp JE&HU SE TR
i DRI =1 o [y g ot - ToRe 2 - e *@Eéig%— B
Wé‘ﬁ SFARTR R R #'%%ifW T R R
N %:’fi’iﬁT <’/+ﬂ?‘53?]¢3"€ e ’F'JR’F‘EJ%F'JL' o FORLE AP (i
i BLYRLST > FERL Y PR B o B PO RS T
t“fmlﬁ S ORTERE R FAE 2 5':*‘ %ﬁ%y’éﬁi’d&iﬁ;}— e S
[ o P ) P R M:ﬂ%mlﬁ TS 2 IR R - U 2
T4 @S H ﬁu%ﬁ:ﬁﬁ'ﬁl o

WY (RIS R i Rl — TS 04/2010



85

However,the novelty of wordf this sort (if such it must be called) becomes
especiallyuseful when the truth is to be asserted againststaklccuserswho evade
it by their shifts. Of this today we have abunderperience in our great efforts to
rout the enemies of pure and wholesome doctrineith ¥ich crooked and sinuous
twisting these slippery snakes glide away unlesy #ire boldly pursued, caught, and
crushed. Thus men of old, stirred up by variouagsfles over depraved dogmas,
were compelled to set forth with consummate clanityat they felt, lest they leave
any devious shift to the impious, who cloaked thegirors in layers of verbiage.
Because he could not oppose manifest oracles, Aoagessed that Christ was god
and the Son of God, and, as if he had done whaghis pretended some agreement
with the other men. Yet in the meantime he did cerse to prate that Christ was
created and had a beginning, as other creaturdse afcients, to drag the man’s
versatile craftiness out of its hiding places, wiemther, declaring Christ the eternal
Son of the Father, consubstantial with the Fathelere impiety boiled over when the
Arians began most wickedly to hate and curse thed\Wwomoousios. But if at first
they had sincerely and whole-heartedly confessetisCio be God, they would not
have denied him to be consubstantial with the Fathé&/ho would dare inveigh
against those upright men as wranglers and cootenpersons because they became
aroused to such heated discussion through ore Wwttkd, and disturbed the peace of
the church? Yet that mere word marked the distncbetween Christians of pure
faith and sacrilegious Arians. Afterward Sabelleusse, who counted the names of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit as almost of no imgiece, arguing that it was not
because of any distinction that they were put fodwdut that they were diverse
attributes of God, of which sort there are very yanf it came to a debate, he was
accustomed to confess that he recognized the Fash@iod, the Son as God, and the
Spirit as God; but afterward a way out was fourmahtending that he had said nothing
else than if he ad spoken of God as strong, aridgong wise. And so he re-echoed
another old song, that the Father is the Son, hedibly Spirit the Father, without
rank, without distinction. To shatter the man’skddness the upright doctors, who
then had piety at heart, loudly responded thatethpeoperties must truly be
recognized in the one God. And that they mightifiorthemselves against his
tortuous cunning with the open and simple trutleytlruly affirmed that a trinity of
persons subsists in the one God, or, what wasatime $hing, subsists in the unity of
God.
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If, therefore, these terms were not rashly inventasl pught to bewaréest by
repudiating them we be accused of overweening esshn Indeed,could wish they
were buried, if only among all men this faith weagreed on: that Father and Son
and Spirit are one Godyet the Son is not the Father, nor the Spirit3be, but they
are differentiated by a peculiar quality.
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Really, | am not, indeed, such a stickler as taldatoggedly over mere words.
For | note that the ancients, who otherwise spesl veverently concerning these
matters, agree neither among themselves nor evall dgiimes individually with
themselves. What, now, are the formulas employethé councils and excused by
Hilary? With what great freedom does Augustine stimes burst forth? How
unlike are the Greeks and the Latins? But one pieaof the difference will suffice.
When the Latins wished to translate the womnoousioghey said “consubstantial,”
indicating that the substance of the Father and Sba is one, thus employing
“substance” instead of “essence.” Hence, likewd&pme in a letter to Damascus
calls it sacrilege to predicate three substanc&oih. Yet you will find more than a
hundred times in Hilary that there are three “sahsés” in God. But how confused
is Jerome by the word “hypostasis”! For he suspedison lurking when three
hypostases in one God are mentioned! Even ifuses this word in a pious sense,
he does not, nevertheless, hide the fact thatin isnproper expression. This would
be true even if he spoke sincerely, rather thad twillingly and knowingly to charge
the Eastern bishops, whom he hates, with unjusinoaies! Surely he shows little
candor in asserting that in all profane schaulsiais nothing else but hypostasis, an
opinion repeatedly refuted by common and well-wosage. Augustine is more
moderate and courteous, since even though he kayshe wordhypostasisn this
sense is new to Latin ears, yet he leaves to tleekSrtheir manner of speaking so
much that he gently bears with the Latins who maiiaited the Greek phrase. And
what Socrates writes concerniritypostasisin Book 6 of theTripartite History
suggests that it was wrongly applied to this mdtteunlearned men. But the same
Hilary accuses the heretics of a great crime, liyatheir wickedness he is forced to
submit to the peril of human speech what ought deehbeen locked within the
sanctity of men’s minds; and he does not hide thehat this is to do things unlawful,
to speak things inexpressible, to presume thingscooceded. A little later he
excuses himself at length for daring to put forwaei terms; for when he has set
forth the natural names — Father, Son, and Spihe-adds that whatever is sought
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besides these is beyond the meaning of languagegdhe reach of sense, above the
capacity of understanding. And elsewhere he pmoesithe bishops of Gaul happy
because they had neither wrought out, nor receivedknown, any other confession
at all than the ancient and very simple one thdtlieen received among all churches
from the apostolic age. And Augustine’s excusanslar: on account of the poverty
of human speech in so great a matter, the wordd$igsis” had been forced upon us
by necessity, not to express what it is, but ordy to be silent on how Father, Son,
and Spirit are three.
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And this modesty of saintly men ought to warn ugimast forthwith so severely
taking to task, like censors, those who do not wistwear to the words conceived by
us, provided they are not doing it out of eithepngance or forwardness or malicious
craft. But let these very persons, in turn, weigh necessity that compels us to
speak thus, that gradually they may at length becaotustomed to a useful manner
of speaking. Also let them learn to beware, ladgten they have to Arians on the
one hand and Sabellians on the other, while indigiizat the opportunity to evade
the issue is cut of, they arouse some suspicioavaae the issue is cut off, they
arouse some suspicion that they are disciplesretthérius or of Sabellius. Arius
says that Christ is God, but mutters that he wadenaand had a beginning. He says
that Christ is one with the Father, but secretlyispérs in the ears of his own
partisans that He is united to the Father like oth@ievers, although by a singular
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privilege. Say “consubstantial” and you will teaif the mask of this turncoat, and
yet you add nothing to Scripture. Sabellius sagd Father, Son, and Spirit signify
no distinctions in God. Say they are three, anavitlescream that you are naming
three Gods. Say that in the on essence of God thex trinity of persons; you will
say in one word what Scripture states, and cuttshpty talkativeness. Indeed, if
anxious superstition so constrains anyone thataheat bear these terms, yet no one
could now deny, even if he were to burst, that wienhear “one” we ought to
understand “unity of substance”; when we hear ‘@hreone essence,” the persons in
this trinity are meant. When this is confessedeuit guile, we need not dally over
words. But | have long since and repeatedly begperencing that all who
persistently quarrel over words nurse a secretopois As a consequence, it is more
expedient to challenge them deliberately than speaie obscurely to please them.
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THE MEANING OF
THE MOST IMPORTANT CONCEPTION: PERSON

1.13.6
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But laying aside disputation over terms, | shathgered to speak of the thing
itself: “Person,” therefore, a call a “subsistends” God’'s essence, which, while
related to the others, is distinguished by an inoomicable quality. By the term
“subsistence” we should understand something quitiéferent from “essence.”For
if the Word were simply God, and yet possessedtheracharacteristic mark, John
would wrongly have said that the Word was alwaythwiod [John 1:1]. When
immediately after he adds that the Word was alsd Gimself, he recalls us to the
essence as a unity. But because he could not theGuad without residing in the
Father, hence emerges the idea of a subsistenad),velren though it has been joined
with the essence by a common bond and cannot laeagegd from it, yet has a special
mark whereby it is distinguished from it. Nouw¥, the three subsistences | say that
each one, while related to the others, is distinghudd by a special quality. This
“relation” is here distinctly expressed: becaudeere simple and indefinite mention
is made of God, this hame pertains no less to tlmn @nd the Spirit than to the
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Father. But as soon as the Father is compared wiitle Son, the character of each

distinguishes the one from the other. Thirdly, whatever is proper to each
individually, | maintain to be incommunicable besauvhatever is attributed to the
Father as a distinguishing mark cannot agree withe transferred to, the Son. Nor
am | displeased with Tertullian’s definition, prded it be taken in the right sense,
that there is a kind of distribution or economyGad which has no effect on the unity
of essence. (see footnote 23, Battles, vol. 128.)

John 1:1-5

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word wak @iod, and the Word was
God.
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Moreover, becaus&od more clearly disclosed himself in the coming of i€tr
thus he alsdbecame known more familiarly in three personsBut of the many
testimonies this one will suffice for us. For Paalconnects these three — God, faith,
and baptism [Eph. 4:5] — as to reason from oné&e¢octher: namelhecause faith is
one, that he may thereby show God to be one; beeaaptism is one, that he may
thence show faith also to be oneTherefore, if through baptism we are initiated into
the faith and religion of one Godie must consider him into whose name we are
baptized to be the true God.Indeed, there is no doubt that Christ willed hist
solemn pronouncement to testify that the perfegitlof faith was manifested when
he said, “Baptize them into the name of the Fathed of the Son, and of the Holy
Ghost” [Matt. 28:19 p.]. Fothis means precisely to be baptized into the name o
the one God who has shown himself with completerityain the Father, the Son,
and the Spirit. Hence it is quite clear that in @s essence reside three persons in
whom one God is known.

Eph. 4:5
* There is one body and one Spirit—just as you watked to one hope when you
were called—

Matt. 28:19
9 Therefore go and make disciples of all nationsibiyy them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
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Indeed, faith ought not to gaze hither and thitimer, to discourse of various
matters, but to look upon the one God, to unité i, to cleave to him. From this,
then, it is easily established that if there aneouss kinds of faith, there must also be
many gods. Now because Baptism is the sacramefaiitbf it confirms for us the
unity of God from the fact that it is one. Hend¢eaiso follows that we are not
permitted to be baptized except into the one Gedabse we embrace the faith of
him into whose name we are baptized. What, thdsh, Ghrist mean when he
commanded thaBaptism should be in the name of the Father, andtbé Son, and
of the Holy Spirit,except thatve ought with one faith to believe in the Fathehe
Son, and the Spirit? What else is this than to testify clearly that leattSon, and
Spirit are one God? Therefore, since that themnés God, not more, is regarded as
settled principle, we conclude th@tord and Spirit are nothing else than the very
essence of God. The Arians used to prate most foolishly when, amfessing the
divinity of the Son, they took away the substant&od from him. A like madness
tormented the Macedonians, who by “Spirit” wantedibderstand only those gifts of
grace poured out upon men. For, as wisdom, uratetstg, prudence, fortitude, and
fear of the Lord proceed from him, so is he the &@périt of wisdom, prudence,
fortitude, and godliness [cf. Isa. 11:2]. And & riot divided according to the
distribution of gifts, but however diversely theyaybe divided; yet, says the apostle,
he remains “one and the same” [I Cor. 12:11].

Isa. 11:2

2 The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him — the Spiof wisdom and of
understanding, the Spirit of counsel and of powes, Spirit of knowledge and of
the fear of the LORD -

| Cor. 12:11

1 All these are the work of one and the same Spint he gives them to each one,
just as he determines.
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“WITH GOD,”
‘“ANOTHER” BEARS WITNESS;
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Again, Scripture sets forth distinction of the Father from the Word, and of
the Word from the Spirit. Yet the greatness of the mystery warns us how much
reverence and sobriety we ought to use in investigahis. And that passage in
Gregory of Nazianzuwastly delights me:
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“I cannot think on the one without quickly being asircled by the splendor of
the three; nor can | discern the three without bejrstraightway carried back to the
one.” Let us not, then, be led to imagine a trinity ofgmas that keeps our thoughts
distracted and does not at once lead them backabunity. Indeed, the words
“Father,” “Son,” and “Spirit” implya real distinction— let no one think that these
titles, whereby God is variously designated frons kiorks, are empty — but a
distinction,not a division. The passages that we have already cited [e.gh. 48c7]
show thathe Son has a character distinct from the Fathéecause the Word would
not have beemwith God unless he were another than the Father, nor woalldave
had his glory with the Fathemwere he not distinct from the Father. In like man
he distinguishes the Father from himself when lys faat there is another who bears
witness to him [John 5:32; 8:16; and elsewhere]nd Avith this agrees what is said
elsewhere: that the Father created all things tiirabe Word [John 1:3; Heb. 11:3].
This he could not have done without being somehastindt from the Word.
Furthermore, it was not the Father who descende tipe earth, but he who went
forth from the Father; the Father did not die, diok he arise again, but rather he who
had been sent by the Father. No did this disbndiiave its beginning from the time
that he assumed flesh, but before this also itasifast that he was the only-begotten
“in the bosom of the Father” [John 1:18]. For whould take upon himself to assert
that the Son did not enter into the bosom of thétauntil he descended from heaven
to assume humanity? Therefore he was in the basdhe Father before, and held
his own glory in the presence of the Father [Joff5]L Christ implies the
distinction of the Holy Spirit from the Father whéme says that the Holy Spirit
proceeds from the Father [John 15:26; cf. ch. 14:2Ble implies the distinction of
the Holy Spirit from himself as often as he calte tSpirit “another,” as when he
announces that he will send another Comforter [Ieghh6], and often elsewhere.

Zech. 13:7
’ “Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the mho is close to me!"
declares the LORD Almighty. "Strike the shephertd] the sheep will be scattered,

and | will turn my hand against the little ones.

John 5:32
32 There is another who testifies in my favor, anadw that his testimony about me
is valid.

John 8:16
6 But if | do judge, my decisions are right, becalisen not alone. | stand with the
Father, who sent me.
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John 1:3
®  Through him all things were made; without him nothivas made that has been
made.

Heb. 11:3
3 By faith we understand that the universe was formieGod's command, so that
what is seen was not made out of what was visible.

John 1:18
18 No one has ever seen God, but God the One and @intyjs at the Father's side,
has made him known.

John 17:5
> And now, Father, glorify me in your presence wiik glory | had with you before
the world began.

John 15:26
26 "wWhen the Counselor comes, whom | will send to framn the Father, the Spirit
of truth who goes out from the Father, he will ifgstbout me.

John 14:16

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you #mer Counselor to be with you
forever—
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| really do not know whether it is expedient tofeavy comparisons form human
affairs to express the force of this distinctioMen of old were indeed accustomed
sometimes to do so, but at the same time they ssefethathe analogies they
advanced were quite inadequateThus is it that | shrink from all rashness héest
if anything should be inopportunely expressed,dyrgive occasion either of calumny
to the malicious, or of delusion to the ignoranieverthelessit is not fitting to
suppress the distinction that we observe to be egped in Scripture. It is this: to
the Father is attributed the beginning of actiwalyd the fountain and wellspring of all
things; to the Son, wisdom, counsel, and the odddisposition of all things; but to
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the Spirit is assigned the power an efficacy ot @etivity. Indeedalthough the
eternity of the Father is also the eternity of ttf&on and the Sprit, since God could
never exist apart from his wisdom and power, and mest not seek in eternity a
before or an after, nevertheless the observanceanforder is not meaningless or
superfluous, when the Father is thought of as firdghen from him the Son, and
finally from both the Spirit. For the mind of each human being is naturallyimed

to contemplate God first, then the wisdom cominghfdrom him, and lastly the
power whereby he executes the decrees of his plaar this reason, the Son is said
to come forth from the Father alone; the Spiribnirthe Father and the Son at the
same time. This appears in many passages, butemewtore clearly than in chapter
8 of Romans, where the same Spirit is indifferemidyled sometimes the Spirit of
Christ [v. 9], sometimes the Spirit of him “whogad up Christ ... from the dead” [v.
11] — and not without justification. For Peteraatestifies that it was by the Spirit of
Christ that the prophets prophesied [Il Peter 1QE; | Peter 1:11], even though
Scripture often teaches that it was the Spirit ol @&e Father.

Il Peter 1:21
2L For prophecy never had its origin in the will of m&ut men spoke from God as
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.

| Peter 1:11
1 trying to find out the time and circumstances tdolitthe Spirit of Christ in them
was pointing when he predicted the sufferings afisgiand the glories that would

follow.
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Furthermore, this distinction is so far from comé&aing the utterly simple unity
of God as to permit us to prove from it that thenS® one God with the Father
because he shares with the Father one and the Spiniie and that the Spirit is not
something other than the Father and different fieenSon, because he is the Spirit of
the Father and the Son. Roreach hypostasis the whole divine nature is unsteod,
with this qualification — that to each belongs h@wn peculiar quality. The Father
is wholly in the Son, the Son wholly in the Fath®ren as he himself declares: “| am
in the Father, and the Father in me” [John 14:1@nd ecclesiastical writers do not
concede thathe one is separated from the othby any difference of essence. By
these appellations which set forth the distinctigeays Augustine) is signified their
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mutual relationships and not the very substance Wwhich they are one In this
sense the opinions of the ancients are to be harewnwhich otherwise would seem
somewhat to clash. Sometimes, indeed, they téethite Father is the beginning of
the Son; sometimes they declare that the Son hts diainity and essence from
himself, and thus has one beginning with the FathAugustine well and clearly
expresses the cause of this diversity in anothaceplwhen he speaks as follows:
“Christ with respect to himself is called God; withespect to the Father, Son.
Again, the Father with respect to himself is callgdod; with respect to the Son,
Father. In so far as he is called Father with resgt to the Son, he is not the Son;
in so far as he is called the Son with respect e tather, he is not the Father; in
so far as he is called both Father with respecthinself, and Son with respect to
himself, he is the same God.” Therefore, when we speak simply of the Son withou
regard to the Father, we well and properly dechane to be of himself; and for this
reason we call him the sole beginning. But whennwegk the relation that he ahs
with the Father, we rightly make the Father theim@gg of the Son. The whole
fifth book of AugustineOn the Trinityis concerned with explaining this matter.
Indeed, it is far safer to stop with that relatishich Augustine sets forth than by too
subtly penetrating into the sublime mystery to wemthrough many evanescent
speculations.

John 14:10

19 Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and thatFather is in me? The words |
say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is teéhEr, living in me, who is doing
his work.

Believe me when | say that | am in the Father &edRather is in me; or at least
believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves.

11
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Therefore, let those who dearly love sobernessydrawill be content with the
measure of faith, receive in brief form what isfusé know: namely, that, when we
profess to believe in one Gaahder the name of God is understood a single, sienpl
essence, in which we comprehend three persamd)ypostases. Therefore, whenever
the name of God is mentioned without particular@atthere are designated no less
the Son and the Spirit than the Father; but whegeSon is joined to the Father, then
the relation of the two enters in; and so we digiish among the persons. But
because the peculiar qualities in the persons @arrgrder within them, e.g., in the
Father is the beginning and the source, so oftaneagion is made of the Father and
the Son together, or the Spirit, the nameGaid is peculiarly applied to the Father.
In this way, unity of essence is retained, andaaared order is kept, which yet takes
nothing away from the deity of the Son and the iSpirCertainly, since we have
already seen thahe apostles declared him to be the Son of God whdpses and
the prophets testified to be Jehovaih is always necessary to cometb@ unity of
essence. Thus we regard it a detestable sacrilege forSbe to be called another
God than the Father, for the simple name of Godisdmo relation, nor can God be
said to be this or that with respect to himself.
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Now, thatthe name of Jehovah taken without specification cesponds to
Christ is also clear from Paul's words: “Three times |dweght the Lord about this”
[Il Cor. 12:8]. When he received Christ's answiéty grace is sufficient for you,”
he added a little later, “That the power of Chrizty dwell in me” [Il Cor. 12:9].
For it is certain that the name “Lord” was put ther place of “Jehovah,” and thus it
would be foolish and childish so to restrict ithe person of the Mediator, seeing that
in his prayer he uses an absolute expression whicbduces no reference to the
relationship of Father and Son. And we know frdm tommon custom of the
Greeks that the apostles usually substitute theemaxpioo kurios [Lord] for Jehovah.
And to take a ready example, Paul prayed to thel bmmo other sense than that in
which Peter cites the passage from Joel, “Whoea#s apon the name of the Lord
shall be saved” [Acts 2:21; Joel 2: ]Where this name is expressly applied to the
Son, we shall see in its proper place that theoreasdifferent. For the present, it is
enough to grasp that when Paul calls upon God iabsolute sense he immediately
adds the name of Christ. Even so, Christ himsglsdGod in his entirety “Spirit
[John 4:24]. For nothing excludes the view thag¢ thhole essence of God is
spiritual, in which are comprehended Father, Sow, &pirit. This is made plain
from Scripture. For as we there hear God calledtSpo also do we hear the Holy
Spirit, seeing that the Spirit is a hypostasishef whole essence, spoken of as of God
and from God.

Il Cor. 12:8-9

8 Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it airayn me.
® But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for ydor my power is made perfect
in weakness." Therefore | will boast all the moladly about my weaknesses, so
that Christ's power may rest on me.

Acts 2:16-21

8 No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 In the last days, God says, | will pour out npir$ on all people. Your sons and
daughters will prophesy, your young men will sesions, your old men will
dream dreams.

18 Even on my servants, both men and women, | willrpmut my Spirit in those

days, and they will prophesy.
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19| will show wonders in the heaven above and signshe earth below, blood and
fire and billows of smoke.

20 The sun will be turned to darkness and the modsidod before the coming of the
great and glorious day of the Lord.

2L And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord hglisaved?

Joel 2:28-32
28 »And afterward, | will pour out my Spirit on allepple. Your sons and daughters
will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, ygaung men will see visions.

29 Even on my servants, both men and women, | willrpgut my Spirit in those

days.

30| will show wonders in the heavens and on thenedtbod and fire and billows of
smoke.

31 The sun will be turned to darkness and the modiidod before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the LORD.

%2 And everyone who calls on the name of the LORD kgl saved; for on Mount
Zion and in Jerusalem there will be deliverancahad.ORD has said, among the

survivors whom the LORD calls.

John 4:24
4 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worshipgitisand in truth."
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From this morass another similar monster has camth.f For certain rascals,
to escape the invidiousness and shame of Servetpgty, indeed confessed that
there are three persons; but they added the poovibat the Father, who is truly and
properly the sole God, in forming the Son and tp&itS infused into them his own
deity. Indeed, they do not refrain from this drieddnanner of speaking: the Father
is distinguished from the Son and the Spirit by thiark, that he is the only “essence
giver.” First they allege the specious argumeat tBhrist is commonly called the
Son of God and infer from this that no other thae Father is, properly speaking,
God. Yet they do not observe that, even thougméme “God” is also common to the
Son, it is sometimes applied to the Father par |Bwwe because he is the
fountainhead and beginning of deity — and thisdeedto denote the simple unity of
essence.
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They object: if he is truly the Son of God, it tssard to think of him as the Son
of a person. | reply that both are true: thahésjs the Son of God, because the Word
was begotten by the Father before all ages [cforl €:7] (for we do not yet have
occasion to mention the person of the Mediatordt wet for the sake of clarification
we must have regard to the person, so as not eottek name of God here without
gualification, but as used of the Father. For & @onsider no one but the Father to
be God, we definitely cast the Son down from thaskr Thereforewhenever
mention is made of deity, we ought by no means tlma any antithesis between
Son and Father, as if the name of the true God dpgito the latter alone.

| Cor. 2:7
" No, we speak of God's secret wisdom, a wisdomttastbeen hidden and that
God destined for our glory before time began.
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For of course the God who manifested himself teals@isa. 6:1] was true and
only God, the God whom nevertheless John affirmisatce been Christ [John 12:41].
He who also through the mouth of Isaiah testifiedt the would be as a stone of
stumbling for the Jews [Isa. 8:14] was the only Gattom Paul declared to have
been Christ [Rom. 9:33]. When through Isaiah leelaims, “I live” [la. 49:18]: “to
me every knee shall bow” [Rom. 14:11, Vg.; cf. 1458:24, Vg.], he is the sole God;
yet Paul interprets the same to be Christ [Rom1114: To this are added the
testimonies that the apostle puts forward: “ThouG@d, hast founded heaven and
earth” [Heb. 1:10; Ps. 102:25-26]. Likewise: “ladt the angels of God adore him.”
[Heb. 1:6; Ps. 97:7.] These things are appropoatg to the sole God: nevertheless,
he contends that they are proper titles of Chrigind there is no value in the subtle
distinction that what is proper to God is trangfdrito Christ, because he is the
splendor of his glory [Heb. 1:3]. For, since thame of Jehovah is set forth
everywhere, it follows that with respect to histgdiis being is from himself. For if
he is Jehovah, it cannot be denied that he isstnae God who elsewhere proclaims
through Isaiah, “I, | am, and apart from me ther@ad® God’ [Isa. 44:6 p.]. Jeremiah’s
utterance also bears considering: “The gods whadidnake heaven and earth shall
perish from the earth which is under heaven” [I@r11 p.].

Isa. 6:1
1 In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Leehted on a throne, high and
exalted, and the train of his robe filled the teenpl

John 12:41
“! |saiah said this because he saw Jesus' glorypare sbout him.

Isa. 8:14
14 and he will be a sanctuary; but for both housetsiEel he will be a stone that
causes men to stumble and a rock that makes thiknAfal for the people o

Jerusalem he will be a trap and a snare.
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Isa. 49:18

18 Lift up your eyes and look around; all your sorahgr and come to you. As
surely as | live," declares the LORD, "you will wethem all as ornaments; you
will put them on, like a bride.

Rom. 9:33
%3 As it is written: "See, | lay in Zion a stone thuses men to stumble and a rock
that makes them fall, and the one who trusts inwilnnever be put to shame."

Rom. 14:11
11t is written: " 'As surely as | live," says therd, ‘every knee will bow before me;

every tongue will confess to God.

Isa. 45:24
4 They will say of me, 'In the LORD alone are righisness and strength.' " All
who have raged against him will come to him angieto shame.

Heb. 1:10
1% He also says, "In the beginning, O Lord, you l&id toundations of the earth, and
the heavens are the work of your hands.

Ps. 102:25-26
%5 In the beginning you laid the foundations of tleetle, and the heavens are the
work of your hands.

%6 They will perish, but you remain; they will all weout like a garment. Like
clothing you will change them and they will be disted.

Heb. 1:6
® And again, when God brings his firstborn into therld, he says, "Let all God's
angels worship him."

Ps. 97:7

" All who worship images are put to shame, those tadest in idols— worship him,
all you gods!
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Heb. 1:3

®  The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the teveguresentation of his being,
sustaining all things by his powerful word. Aftez had provided purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesheaven.

Isa. 44:6
®  "This is what the LORD says - Israel's King andi&mer, the LORD Almighty:
| am the first and | am the last; apart from medlise no God.

Jer. 10:11
1 Tell them this: 'These gods, who did not make hieavens and the earth, will
perish from the earth and from under the heavéns.'
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On the other hand, it will be necessary to adnait e Son of God is he whose
deity is quite often proved in Isaiah from the crig@n of the universe. But how
will the Creator, who gives being to all, not haleeing from himself, but borrow his
essence from elsewhereor whoever says that the Son has been givershenee
from the Father denies that he has being from Hfims8ut the Holy Spirit gives the
lie to this, naming him “Jehovah.” Now if we concede that all essence is in the
Father alone, either it will become divisible or ta&ken away from the Son. And
thus deprived of his essence, he will be God inenamly. The essence of God, if
these babblers are to be believed, belongs toatieeFonly, inasmuch as he alone is,
and is the essence giver of the Son. Thus thaitivof the Son will be something
abstracted from God’s essence, or a part deriveed the whole.
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Now they are compelled from their own presuppositto concede that the
Spirit is of the Father alone, because if he ieavdtion from the primal essence,
which is proper only to the Father, he will nothtly be considered the Spirit of the
Son. Yet this is disproved by Paul’s testimonyevehhe makes the Spirit common
to Christ and the Father [Rom. 8:9].

Rom. 8:9

°  You, however, are controlled not by the sinful mathut by the Spirit, if the Spirit
of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have 8pirit of Christ, he does not
belong to Christ.
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Furthermore, if the person of the Father is expdrigem the Trinity, in what
respect would he differ from the Son and the Spkitept that only he is God himself?
They confess Christ to be God, and yet to differfrthe Father. Conversely, there
must be some mark of differentiation in order ttiet Father may not be the Son.
Those who locate that mark in the essence clearijhdate Christ’s true deity, which
without essence, and indeed the whole essenceptcarist. Certainly the Father
would not differ from the Son unless he had in @thsomething unique, which was
not shared with the Son. Now what can they finddistinguish him? If the
distinction is in the essence, let them answer dredr not he has shared it with the
Son. Indeed, this could not be done in part bexéusould be wicked to fashion a
half-God. Besides, in this way they would baselyrtapart the essence of God. It
remains thathe essence is wholly and perfectly common to ttegher and Son. |If
this is true, therthere is indeed with respect to the essence noirdisbn of one
from the other. If they make rejoinder that the Father in best@wissence
nonetheless remains the sole God, in whom the essien Christ then will be a
figurative God, a God in appearance and name aplyin reality itself. For there is
nothing more proper to God than to be, accordinth& saying, “He who is has set
me to you” [Ex 3:14, Vg.].

Ex 3:14

14 God said to Moses, "l am who | am . This is whai wre to say to the Israelites: 'l
AM has sent me to you.""
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ALL THREE PERSONS
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But they are obviously deceived in this connectidor they dream of
individuals, each having its own separate partefdssence. Yet we teach from the
Scriptures thatGod is one in essence, and hence that the essentie d&f the Son
and of the Spirit is unbegotten; but inasmuch asetlrather is first in order, and
from himself begot his wisdom, as has just beendsaie is rightly deemed the
beginning and fountainhead of the whole of divinity Thus God without
particularization is unbegotten; and the Father asin respect to his person is
unbegotten. They also foolishly think they may conclude fraar statement that
we have set up a quaternity, for they falsely aaldraniously ascribe this fiction of
their own brain to us, as if we pretended thatdlpersons came forth by derivation
from one essence. On the contrary, it is cleamfiur writings thatwe do not
separate the persons from the essence, but wendjgsish among them while they
remain within it. If the persons had been separate from the essieceeasoning of
these men might have been probable; but in thistvase would have been a trinity
of gods, not of persons whom the one God contaihsnself.
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Thus is their useless guestion answered: whetheotothe essence co-operates

in producing the Trinity, as if we imagined thateé gods descend from it. Their
rejoinder that if not, the Trinity would therefobe without God, is born of the same
foolishness. Foalthough the essence does not enter into the digion as a part
or a member of the Trinity, nevertheless the persare not without it, or outside it;
because the Father, unless he were God, could n@ehbeen the Father; and the
Son could not have been the Son, unless he were.Gdtherefore we say thaeity
in an absolute sense exists of itselfhence likewise we confess thithe Son since
he is God, exists of himself, but not in respecthi$ Person; indeed, since he is the
Son, we say that he exists from the FatheiThushis essence is without beginning;
while the beginning of his person is God himselfThose orthodox writers who
formerly spoke concerning the Trinity applied thsme only to the persons, since it
would have been not only an absurd error but eliersheerest impiety to embrace
the essence in this distinction. For those whotwamake a Trinity of these three —
Essence, Son, and spirit — are plainly annihilatirgessence of the Son and the Spirit;
otherwise the parts joined together would fall gpand this is faulty in any
distinction. Finallyif Father and God were synonymous, thus would thatker be
the deifier; nothing would be left in the Son but a shadow; s Trinity would be
nothing else but the conjunction of the one Godhwito created things.
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TRINITY = CREATOR; THUS
GOD = ETERNAL, BEING-IN-ITSELF;
WORK OF CREATION = IMMEDIATE,

WITHOUT INTERVENTION;

WORD OF GOD ACTS BY ITSELF IN CREATION;
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MEN = END OF CREATION
1.14.22
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The contemplation of God's goodness in his creatiowill lead us to
thankfulness and trust
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There remains the second part of the rule, morsettorelated to
faith. It is to recognize that God has destinedtalgs for our good and
salvation but at the same time to feel his powelr gnace in ourselves and
in the great benefits he has conferred upon us,sandestir ourselves to
trust, invoke, praise, and love him. Indeed, psihted out a little before,
God himself has shown by the order of Creation thia¢ created all
things for man’s sake. For it is not without significance that he divitle
the making of the universe into six days [Gen.1:8¥En though it would
have been no more difficult for him to have comgtkin one moment the
whole work together with all its details than taiee at its completion
gradually by a progression of this sort. B willed to commend his
providence and fatherly solicitude toward us in thdoefore he fashioned
man, he prepared everything he foresaw would befulsand salutary for
him. How great ingratitude would it be now to doubtetifer this most
gracious Father has us in his care, who we seecwraerned for us even
before we were born! How impious would it be tentible for fear that
his kindness might at any time fail us in our negden we see that it was
shown, with the greatest abundance of every goodtivhen we were yet
unborn! Besides, from Moses we hear thiatpugh His liberality, all
things on earth are subject to U&Gen. 1:28; 9:2]. It is certain that He
did not do this to mock us with the empty title dogift. Therefore
nothing that is needful for our welfare will evereblacking to us.
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Gen.1:31
31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very géod there was
evening, and there was morning - the sixth day.

Gen. 1:28

28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitfull amcrease in
number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over fiek of the sea and
the birds of the air and over every living creatthiat moves on the
ground.”

Gen. 9:2

2 The fear and dread of you will fall upon all thealsts of the earth and
all the birds of the air, upon every creature thaives along the
ground, and upon all the fish of the sea; theygaren into your hands.
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To conclude once for all, whenever we call God @meator of
heaven and earth, let us at the same time beainoh timat the dispensation
of all those things which he has made is in his t\and and power and
thatwe are indeed his children, whom he has receivetbihis faithful
protection to nourish and educate. We are therefoto await the
fullness of all good things from him alone and taust completely that he
will never leave us destitute of what we need falvation, and to hang
our hopes on none but him!  We are therefore, al$o,petition him for
whatever we desire; and we are to recognize asessihg from him, and
thankfully to acknowledge, every benefit that falte our share. So,
invited by the great sweetness of his beneficenod goodness, let us
study to love and serve him all our heart.
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With the same intent Moses relates that God’s weas completed not in a
moment but in six days [Gen. 2:2]. For by thiscemstance we are drawn away
from all fictions to the one God who distributed Rvork into six days that we might
not find it irksome to occupy our whole life in demplating it. For even though
our eyes, in whatever direction they may turn, @evenpelled to gaze upon God’s
works, yet we see how changeable is our attensiod, how swiftly are dissipated any
godly thoughts that may touch us. Here also, Umithan reason is subjected to the
obedience of faith and learns to cultivate thaetito which the sanctification of the
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seventh day invites us, it grumbles, as if suchcgedings were foreign to God’s
power. Butwe ought in the very order of things diligently twontemplate God’s
fatherly love toward mankind, in that he did noteate Adam until he had lavished
upon the universe all manner of good things For if he had put him in an earth as
yet sterile and empty, if he had given him lifedreflight, he would have seemed to
provide insufficiently for his welfare. Now wher hlisposed the movements of the
sun and stars to human uses, filled the earth,rsyaé@d air with living things, and
brought forth an abundance of fruits to suffice faeds, in thus assuming the
responsibility of a foreseeing and diligent fatbéthe family he shows his wonderful
goodness toward us. If anyone should more attelgtiponder what | only briefly
touch upon, it will be clear that Moses was a suteess and herald of the one God,
the Creator. | pass over what | have already é@xpth that he there not only speaks
of the bare essence of God, but also sets fortludddis eternal Wisdom and Spirit;
that we may not conjure up some other god than Wwimo would have himself
recognized in that clear image.

Gen. 2:2

2 And on the seventh day God finished the work Heahad done, and he rested on
the seventh day from all the work that he had done.
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But before | begin more fully to discuss man’s matul ought to insert
something concerning angels. To be sure, Mosexynanodating himself to the
rudeness of the common folk, mentions in the hystdrthe Creation no other works
of God than those which show themselves to our eyas. Yet afterward when he
introduces angels asinisters of God, one may easily infer that he, to whom they
devote their effort and functions, is their CreatoAlthough Moses, speaking after
the manner of the common people, did not in layohgwn basic principles
immediately reckon the angels among God'’s creatwyetsnothing prevents us from
conveying plainly and explicitly what Scripture @lhere repeatedly teaches
concerning them. For if we desire to recognize @Gorh his works, we ought by no
means to overlook such an illustrious and noblempta. Besidesthis part of
doctrine is very necessary refute many errors. The pre-eminence of thgebn
nature has so overwhelmed the minds of many tlest tihink the angels wronged if,
subjected to the authority of the one God, they aseit were, forced into their own
rank. For this reason, divinity was falsely atitidd to them.
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Also, Mani, with his sect, arose, fashioning for himgelb principles: God and

the devil. To God he attributed the origin of goddings, but evil natures he
referred to the devil as their author. If this madness held our minds ensnared, God’s
glory in the creation of the universe would notdgbwith him. For, since nothing is
more characteristic of God than eternity and seltence — that is, existence of
himself, so to speak — do nibtose who attribute this to the devil in a senseoad
him with the title of divinity? Now where is God’s omnipotence, if such sovetgig
is conceded to the devil that he carries out wieatee wishes, against God’s will and
resistance? The Manichees have only one foundatian it is wrong to ascribe to
the good God the creation of any evil thing. Tti®es not in the slightest degree
harm the orthodox faith, which does not admit @ evil nature exists in the whole
universe. For the depravity and malice both of raad of the devil, or the sins that
arise therefrom, do not spring from nature, bubheafrom the corruption of nature.
And from the beginning nothing at all has existedvhich God has not put forth an
example both of his wisdom and of his righteousne3serefore, in order to meet
these perverse falsehoods it is necessary togitiur minds higher than our eyes can
reach. It is probably for this purpose tivathe Nicene Creed, where God is called
the Creator of all things, invisible things are ermgssly mentioned. Nevertheless,
we will take care to keep to the measure whichrtie of godliness prescribes, that
our readers may not, by speculating more deeply ihaxpedient, wander away from
simplicity of faith. And in fact, while the Spiriéver teaches us to our profit, he
either remains absolutely silent upon those thiofgéittle value for edification, or
only lightly and cursorily touches them. It is @leur duty willingly to renounce
those things which are unprofitable.
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CONCERNING THE ANGELS,
BUT SEARCH OUT THE WITNESS OF SCRIPTURE
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Since the angels are God’s ministers, ordaineaitry @ut his commands, there
should be no question that they are also his aresit[Ps. 103:20-21]. Is it not
evidence of stubbornness rather than of diligemceatse strife over the time and
order in which they were created? Moses tells thatearth was finished and that
the heavens with all their host were finished [G&d]. What point, then, is there
anxiously investigating on what day, apart from sters and planets, the other more
remote heavenly hosts began also to exist? Ntdke too long, let us remember
here, as in all religious doctrine, that we oughhold to one rule of modesty and

EY - GURFRIR) Pl g — FREEEpE 04/2010



125

sobriety: not to speak, or guess, or even to segknbw, concerning obscure matters
anything except what has been imparted to us by &atlord. Furthermorein the
reading of Scripture we ought ceaselessly to eratetaseek out and meditate upon
those things which make for edification. Let us not indulge in curiosity or in the
investigation of unprofitable things. And becattse Lord willed to instruct usnot in
fruitless questions, buh sound godliness, in the fear of his name, in &drust, and
in the duties of holiness, let us be satisfied wikiis knowledge.

Ps. 103:20-21

20 praise the LORD, you his angels, you mighty onke do his bidding, who obey
his word.

2L Ppraise the LORD, all his heavenly hosts, you éigants who do his will.

Gen. 2:1

1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completdtitirel vast array.
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For this reason, if we would be duly wise, we mietve those empty
speculations which idle men have taught apart fi@od’'s Word concerning the
nature, orders, and number of angels. | knowriety persons more greedily seize
upon and take more delight in them than in suahgthias have been put to daily use.
But, if we are not ashamed of being Christ’s discipldet us not be ashamed to
follow that method which he has prescribedThus it will come to pass that, content
with his teaching, we shall not only abandon bwoahbhor those utterly empty
speculations from which he calls us back.
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No one will deny that Dionysius, whoever he wasbtluand skillfully
discussed many matters in IG®lestial Hierarchy But if anyone examine it more
closely, he will find it for the most part nothirut talk. The theologian’s task is
not to divert the ears with chatter, bdotstrengthen consciences by teaching things
true, sure, and profitable. If you read that book, you would think a manédalffrom
heaven recounted, not what he had learned, but hénhad seen with his own eyes.
Yet Paul, who had been caught up beyond the thead/én [Il Cor. 12:2], not only
said nothing about it, but also testified thasiunlawful for any man to speak of the
secret things that he has seen [Il Cor. 2:4]. dloee, bidding farewell to that
foolish wisdom, let ugxamine in the simple teaching of Scripture whateth.ord
would have us knovef his angels.

Il Cor. 12:2
2| know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago wasgbt up to the third heaven.
Whether it was in the body or out of the body Indd know - God knows.

Il Cor. 2:4

4 was caught up to paradise. He heard inexpressibigs, things that man is not
permitted to tell.
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It remains for us to cope with that superstitionahfrequently creeps in, to the
effect that angels are the ministers and dispersfeadl good things to us. For at
once, man’s reason so lapses that he thinks thahbnor ought to be withheld from
them. Thus it happens that what belongs to GodGmikt alone is transferred to
them. Thus we see that Christ's glory was for s@ges past obscured in many
ways, when contrary to God’s Word unmeasured honere lavished upon angels.
And among those vices which we are today combatingre is hardly any more
ancient. For it appears that Paul had a greagguwith certain persons who so
elevated angels that they well-nigh degraded Chasthe same level. Hence he
urges with very great solicitude in the lettertie Colossians that not only is Christ to
be preferred before all angels but that he is thleaa of all good things that they have
[Col. 1:16, 20]. This he does that we may not defram Christ and go over to
those who are not self-sufficient but draw from Haane well as we. Surely, since
the splendor of the divine majesty shines in theathing is easier for us than to fall
down, stupefied, in adoration of them, and theattobute to them everything that is
owed to God alone. Even John in Revelation corfesisat this happened to him,
but at the same time he adds that this answer taimen [Rev. 19:10; 22:8-9]: “You
must not do that! | am a fellow servant with you. Worship God.”

Col. 1:16, 20

% For by him all things were created: things in heme®d on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers atharities; all things were
created by him and for him.

20 and through him to reconcile to himself all thingehether things on earth or

things in heaven, by making peace through his hlebdd on the cross.

Rev. 19:10

10 At this | fell at his feet to worship him. But haig to me, "Do not do it! | am a
fellow servant with you and with your brothers wiald to the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is thetspirprophecy.”

Rev. 22:8-9

8 1, John, am the one who heard and saw these thikmgswhen | had heard and
seen them, | fell down to worship at the feet @& #ngel who had been showing
them to me.

But he said to me, "Do not do it! | am a fellow\sent with you and with your
brothers the prophets and of all who keep the wofdkis book. Worship God!"
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GOD MAKES USE OF ANGELS,
NOT FOR HIS OWN SAKE, BUT FOR OURS
1.14.11

OIS P18 ) 7l B T BEREIR A [ (R (19 = AP L
B o P B B 2SR J@ﬁ" I&lF'EJ’HPd:T iﬁ%ﬁjﬁwxﬁﬁ"ﬂﬁua ol ﬁil'fff\f’ ﬁ'ﬂﬁfé
PELZEIB= Al s e e (PR > f DR 2 ”r JRER TR E
o TRy > SRSy T (R R T TE\[EU R R o xFr E#‘.}IWFEJ‘;EW;@
[ & £y T AR S PR i‘j’{;?;[;ﬁgur“ttﬁﬁwj 2R 2 Fle 19
ﬁ?‘?”i@ff’ﬁﬁﬁlﬁ Y IRE P E' ?%HIHFEJJ/F’?%EJ ; ﬁﬁ&lFEJE““”rJ‘r'ﬂﬁ?ﬁ

@~ AT ﬂ'&m”ﬁ’ﬂ I‘?‘JE }%PFJ{I&IFEJE'E 'F”F:E" F”WIF'EJ R
dqrr WIF’?E'E'EU%JJ’ AT R T RN > L = 5 = A

ERRSE IR PR TN R RS I ) 2 e PR
=z EJ*EFU PRSP = o PURTS TR P MBI o TuE | ere;
[59%’%95"1 =5 (et 1 ﬁtﬁ%’f’?ﬂ“’ Fﬁ]'g'zi%‘lif*#%ﬁ%jjﬂlf’ﬁ ;F MFW}J%EJ
2,2 PP g P LR (2R 1211 120:1) -
IS Hﬁ”l“iﬁpﬂ? BRI IES (P **‘E‘ﬁfuJ AN ’%ﬁ[ E‘Fﬁ*b""?wfg’
yMp Al o FS MR FNPEVE S Ep B 5 E HJ = [ R ixﬁ'“ M EpL
|ﬁﬂﬁ}p4[E$JHQWWE$§”hUE‘(3"T 6:15-17)  J2 F e - WAL
(GESEIFTe IRy & o IRk o FopLl) *WL;wF]PF PR PR Py
PLW%*M<WWW%jEWR gﬂjﬂW%%ﬁ1ﬁ REIAIELAIRY
ORI G o POIERD 0 PI5R » SO EEER P AL T S
EIUE%%'ﬂiﬁPL[l’”ﬂé’*}‘f%?ﬁi@pﬂﬁ]@ﬂ#@' i

%ﬁ 121:1
VA2 E) RBEGLERA - ROH TR R

%j 120:1
V(LA (RMEAR s TR 23) KALBTELE I E A BARK o

=~ 6:15-17

YO b RAMEAFTRRAL L FALEELER T WMo EAHWAS R
HEW o RIVERAT TR 2

10 A : REEN | AR AL SPIR A E S o

VO AE A A 0 RARBIE AR - AL E R o I A0 B
MRk B Mt A R A K 2K BB A o

WY (RIS R i Rl — TS 04/2010



130

Yet we shall well avoid this peril if we inquire wlit is through them rather than
through himself without their service that God isnt/to declare his power, to provide
for the safety of believers, and to communicatedifis of his beneficence to men.
Surely he does not do this out of necessity ag i€duld not do without them, for as
often as he pleases, he disregards them and cauntiéss work through his will alone,
so far are they from being to him a means of ligme difficulty. Therefore he
makes use of angels to comfort our weakness, teahay lack nothing at all that can
raise up our minds to good hope, or confirm thenseénurity. One thing, indeed,
ought to be quite enough for us: that the Lord aled himself to be our protector.
But when we see ourselves beset by so many psoilsiany harmful things, so many
kinds of enemies — such is our softness and frailtye would sometimes be filled
with trepidation or yield to despair if the Lordddaot make us realize the presence of
his grace according to our capacity. For this seasie not only promises to take
care of us, but tells us he has innumerable guasdidnom he has bidden to look after
our safety; that so long as we are hedged abouthby defense and keeping,
whatever perils may threaten, we have been plaegdna all chance of evil. |
confess that we act wrongly when, after that singtEmise of the protection of the
one God, we still seek whence our help may comeHsf 121:1; 120:1, Vg.]. But
because the Lord, out of his immeasurable kindaadsgentleness, wishes to remedy
this fault of ours, we have no reason to disredasdgreat benefit. We have an
example of this thing in Elisha’s servant, who, wie saw the mountain besieged by
the Syrian army and that there was no escape, warsvbelmed with fear, as if all
was over fro himself and his master. Here Elisteygd to God that He might open
his servant’s eyes. Straightway the servant sawrtbuntain filled with fiery horses
and chariots, that is, with a host of angels, wreyeamo protect him as well as the
prophet [Il Kings 6:15-17]. Strengthened by thisian, he recovered himself and
was able with undaunted courage to look down upsmeimemies, at sight of whom he
had almost expired.

Ps. 121:1
L I lift up my eyes to the hills - where does myghebme from?

Ps. 120:1
1 | call on the LORD in my distress, and he answees
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Il Kings 6:17

15 When the servant of the man of God got up and wahearly the next morning,

an army with horses and chariots had surroundecitiie "Oh, my lord, what

shall we do?" the servant asked.

"Don't be afraid,” the prophet answered. "Those \are with us are more than

those who are with them."

17 And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so hg see." Then the LORD
opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and sawilth full of horses and
chariots of fire all around Elisha.

16
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THE ANGELS MUST NOT DIVERT US
FROM DIRECTING OUR GAZE TO THE LORD ALONE
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So, then, whatever is said concerning the ministigngels, let us direct it to the
end that, having banished all lack of trust, oupéhan God may be more firmly
established. Indeed, these helps have been pdefearas by the Lord that we may
not be frightened by the multitude of the enemyif dlsey might prevail against His
assistance, but that we may take refuge in thatarite of Elisha that “there are more
for us than against us” [l Kings 6:16 p.]How preposterous, then, it is for us to be
led away from God by the angels, who have beenldistaed to testify that his help
is all the closer to us! But they do lead us awagless they lead us by the hand
straight to him, that we may look upon him, call ap him, and proclaim him as
our sole helper;unless we regard them as his hands that are mavea twork
without his direction; unless they keep us in tine dlediator, Christ, that we may
wholly depend upon him, lean upon him, be broughhitn, and rest in him. For
what is described in the vision of Jacob oughttitksand be deeply fixed within our
minds: that angels descend to the earth, to mehascend from men to heaven by a
ladder upon which the Lord of Hosts stands [GenlZi8 This indicates thainly
through Christ’s intercession is it brought abouhat the angels’ ministrations come
to us,as he himself affirms: “Hereafter you will see tieavens opened and angels ...
descending upon the Son of Man” [John 1:51]. Tioeecthe servant of Abraham,
though entrusted to the angel’'s charge [Gen. 2did8s not for that reason call upon
him to help him, but, relying on that commitmerdups out his prayers unto the Lord,
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and beseeches him to show his mercy to Abraham. [Beh2]. For as God does no
make them ministers of his power and goodness doeshis glory with them, so he
does not promise us his help through their ministrgrder that we should divide our
trust between them and him. Farewell, then, toa Biatonic philosophy of seeing
access to God through angels, and of worshiping tivéh intent to render God more
approachable to us. This is what superstitious @amtbus men have tried to drag
into our religion from the beginning and persevereying even to this day.

Il Kings 6:16
6 »Don't be afraid,” the prophet answered. "Those e with us are more than
those who are with them."

Gen. 28:12
2 He had a dream in which he saw a stairway restimghe earth, with its top
reaching to heaven, and the angels of God weradseand descending on it.

John 1:51
1 He then added, "I tell you the truth, you shall keaven open, and the angels of
God ascending and descending on the Son of Man."

Gen. 24:7

" "The LORD, the God of heaven, who brought me oumgf father's household
and my native land and who spoke to me and prommsedn oath, saying, 'To
your offspring | will give this land' - he will sérhis angel before you so that you
can get a wife for my son from there.

Gen. 24:12

12" Then he prayed, "O LORD, God of my master Abrahgive me success today,
and show kindness to my master Abraham.
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DEVILS ARE REAL, SERVE PURPOSE OF GOD
SCRIPTURE FOREARNS US AGAINST THE

ADVERSARY
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All that Scripture teaches concerning devils aintsaeousing us to take
precaution against their stratagems and contrivgnaad also to make us equip
ourselves with those weapons which are strong awdegul enough to vanquish
these most powerful foes. For when Satan is cdlledjod [l Cor. 4:4] and prince
[John 12:31] of this world, when he is spoken ohastrong armed man [Luke 11:21;
cf. Matt. 12:29], the spirit who holds power ovaetair [Eph. 2:2], a roaring lion [l
Pet. 5:8], these descriptions serve only to makenage cautious and watchful, and
thus more prepared to take up the struggle. Thas sometimes is noted explicitly:
for Peter, after he has said that the devil “proarsund like a roaring lion seeking
someone to devour” [I Peter 5:8], immediately suigdhe exhortation that with faith
we steadfastly resist him [I Peter 5:9]. And Paiter he has warned us that our
struggle is not with flesh and blood, but with fhénces of the air, with the powers of
darkness, and spiritual wickedness [Eph. 6:12}thfeith bids us put on that armor
capable of sustaining so great and dangerous astdiph. 6:13ff.]. We have been
forewarned that an enemy relentlessly threatensansgnemy who is the very
embodiment of rash boldness, of military prowes$grafty wiles, of untiring zeal and
haste, of every conceivable weapon and of skithm science of warfare. We must,
then, bend our every effort to this goal: that weowd not let ourselves be
overwhelmed by carelessness or faintheartednesyrbthe contrary, with courage
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rekindled stand our ground in combat. Since thilgary service ends only at death,
let us urge ourselves to perseverance. Indeedscmus of our weakness and
ignorance, let us especially call upon God’s hedfying upon him alone in whatever
we attempt, since it is he alone who can supplwitis counsel and strength, courage
and armor.

Il Cor. 4:4
*  The god of this age has blinded the minds of uebelis, so that they cannot see
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, wisadhe image of God.

John 12:31
31 Now is the time for judgment on this world; now tence of this world will be
driven out.

Luke 11:21
2L "When a strong man, fully armed, guards his owrskohis possessions are safe.

Matt. 12:29
29 "Or again, how can anyone enter a strong man's eh@umsl carry off his

possessions unless he first ties up the strong ifiae® he can rob his house.

Eph. 2:2

2 in which you used to live when you followed the wayf this world and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit whorisw at work in those who are
disobedient.

| Peter 5:8-9

8 Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devidwls around like a roaring
lion looking for someone to devour.

Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because ymow that your brothers
throughout the world are undergoing the same kfrglifierings.

9

Eph. 6:12-13

12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood,dmainst the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark warld against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenly realms.

Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that whige day of evil comes, you

may be able to stand your ground, and after yoe ldawne everything, to stand.

13
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THE REALM OF WICKEDNESS
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Moreover, in order that we may be aroused and e¢atiall the more to carry
this out, Scripture makes known that there areom&, not two, nor a few ones, but
great armies, which wage war against us. For Méagdalene is said to have been
freed from seven demons by which she was poss¢bta#t 16;9; Luke 8:2], and
Christ bears witness that usually after a demondm&ge been cast out, if you make
room for him again, he will take with him sevenrgpi more wicked than he and
return to his empty possession [Matt. 12:43-45hdeked, a whole legion is said to
have assailed one man [Luke 8:30]. We are thezdfarght by these examples that
we have to wage war against an infinite number refn@es, lest, despising their
fewness, we should be too remiss to give battlethimking that we are sometimes
afforded some respite, we should yield to idleness.

But the frequent mention of Satan or the devihi& singular denotes the empire
of wickedness opposed to the Kingdom of RighteossneFor as the church and
fellowship of the saints has Christ as Head, sddbgon of the impious and impiety
itself are depicted for us together with their panwho holds supreme sway over
them. For this reason, it was said: “Depart, ... yaused, into the eternal fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels” [Matt. 25.:41

Mark 16; 9
® When Jesus rose early on the first day of the whekappeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons.

Matt. 12:43-45
43 "When an evil spirit comes out of a man, it goa®tigh arid places seeking rest
and does not find it.

4 Then it says, 'l will return to the house | lefhen it arrives, it finds the house

unoccupied, swept clean and put in order.

%> Then it goes and takes with it seven other spinitse wicked than itself, and they

go in and live there. And the final condition ofithman is worse than the first.
That is how it will be with this wicked generatibn.

Luke 8:2, 30
2 and also some women who had been cured of eviitsgind diseases: Mary
(called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had aame

30 Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"

Matt. 25:41
41 "Then he will say to those on his left, 'Deparinfirone, you who are cursed, into
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and hisedsg
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The fact that the devil is everywhere called Gadisersary and ours also ought
to fire us to an unceasing struggle against hinor ifFfwe have God’s glory at heart,
as we should have, we ought with all our strengtltdantend against him who is
trying to extinguish it. If we are minded to affirChrist’s Kingdom as we ought, we
must wage irreconcilable war with him who is phogiits ruin. Again, if we care
about our salvation at all, we ought to have neifeace nor truce with him who
continually lays traps to destroy it. So, indeiedhe described in Gen., ch. 3, where
he seduces man from the obedience owed to Godh¢hatay simultaneously deprive
God of his due honor and hurl man himself into rfus.1-5]. So, also, in the
Evangelists, where he is called “an enemy” [Ma8:28, 39], and is said to sow
weeds in order to corrupt the seed of eternal [N&tt. 13:25]. In sum, we
experience in all of Satan’s deeds what Christftestconcerning him, that “from the
beginning he was a murderer... and a liar” [John |8:4&or he opposes the truth of
God with falsehoods, he obscures the light wittkdess, he entangles men’s minds
in errors, he stirs up hatred, he kindles contestend combats, everything to the end
that he may overturn God’s Kingdom and plunge méh himself into eternal death.
From this it appears that h is in nature depraeeil, and malicious. For there must
be consummate depravity in that disposition whiekiades itself to assailing God’s
glory and man’s salvation. This, also, is whatnJoheans in his letter, when he
writes that “the devil has sinned from the begighifl John 3:8]. Indeed, he
considers him as the author, leader, and arclofeadt malice and iniquity.

Gen. 3:1-5

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of tHe animals the LORD God had
made. He said to the woman, "Did God really sagu'vhust not eat from any tree
in the garden'?"

The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fraibfthe trees in the garden,
but God did say, "You must not eat fruit from thee that is in the middle of the
garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.

"You will not surely die," the serpent said to thkeman.

"For God knows that when you eat of it your eyd@slve opened, and you will be
like God, knowing good and evil."
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Matt. 13:25, 28, 39

%> But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy camesamed weeds among the
wheat, and went away.

28 »'An enemy did this," he replied. "The servantsedshim, 'Do you want us to go
and pull them up?'

3 and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The saigehe end of the age, and
the harvesters are angels.

John 8:44

“4" You belong to your father, the devil, and you wantarry out your father's desire.
He was a murderer from the beginning, not holdimdhe truth, for there is no
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his nativgulege, for he is a liar and the
father of lies

| John 3:8

8 He who does what is sinful is of the devil, becaihgedevil has been sinning from
the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeassdtav destroy the devil's
work
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Yet, since the devil was created by God, let useraiver that this malice, which
we attribute to his nature, came not from his éo@abut from his perversion. For,
whatever he has that is to be condemned he hasgddrom his revolt and fall. For
this reason, Scripture warns us lest, believing tleahas come forth in his present
condition from God, we should ascribe to God hirmsdiat is utterly alien to him.
For this reason, Christ declares that “when Satam he speaks according to his own
nature” and states the reason, because “he abddm mioe truth” [John 8:44 p.].
Indeed, when Christ states that Satan “abode nttartruth,” he hints that he was
once in it, and when he makes him “the fatherex,li he deprives him of imputing to
God the fault which he brought upon himself.

But although these things are briefly and not vdearly stated, they are more
than enough to clear God’s majesty of all slandémd what concern is it to us to
know anything more about devils or to know it forother purpose? Some persons
grumble that Scripture does not in numerous passage forth systematically and
clearly that fall of the devils, its cause, mantieng, and character. But because this
has nothing to do with us, it was better not to aaything, or at least to touch upon it
lightly, because it did not befit the Holy Spirib feed our curiosity with empty
histories to no effect. And we see that the Lopdispose was to teaching nothing in
his sacred oracles except what we should learat@dification. Therefore, lest we
ourselves linger over superfluous matters, letausdntent with this brief summary of
the nature of devils: they were when first creaadels of God, but by degeneration
they ruined themselves, and became the instruneémtsn for others. Because this
is profitable to know, it is plainly taught in Petend Jude. God did not spare those
angels who sinned [ll Peter 2:4] and kept not theginal nature, but left their abode
[Jude 6]. And Paul, in speaking of the “elect dsig@l Tim. 5:21], is no doubt
tacitly contrasting them with the reprobate angels.

John 8:44

4 You belong to your father, the devil, and you wantarry out your father's desire.
He was a murderer from the beginning, not holdmghe truth, for there is no
truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his nativglage, for he is a liar and the
father of lies
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Il Peter 2:4
* For if God did not spare angels when they sinned,sent them to hell, putting
them into gloomy dungeons to be held for judgment;

Jude 1:6

® And the angels who did not keep their positionsuathority but abandoned their
own home - these he has kept in darkness, bourtd evérlasting chains for
judgment on the great Day.

[ Tim. 5:21

21 | charge you, in the sight of God and Christ Jemus the elect angels, to keep
these instructions without partiality, and to dahirag out of favoritism.
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As for the discord and strife that we say existsvben Satan and God, we
ought to accept as a fixed certainty the fact Heatan do nothing unless God wills
and assents to it. For we read in the historyobfthat he presented himself before
God to receive his commands [Job 1:6; 2:1], andndiddare undertake any evil act
without first having obtained permission [chs. 1:226]. Thus, also, when Ahab
was to be deceived, Satan took upon himself to rneca spirit of falsehood in the
mouths of all the prophets; and commissioned by, Geccarried out his task [l Kings
22:20-22]. For this reason, too, the spirit of therd that troubled Saul is called
“evil” because the sins of the impious king weraighed by it as by a lash [I Sam.
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16:14; 18:10]. And elsewhere it is written thag thlagues were inflicted upon the
Egyptians by God “through evil angels” [Ps. 78:49According to these particular
examples Paul generally testifies that the blindihginbelievers is God’s work [lI
Thess. 2:11], although he had before called iattterity of Satan [Il Thess. 2:9; cf. Il
Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2]. Therefore Satan is clearlgemGod’s power, and is so ruled by
his bidding as to be compelled to render him servidndeed, when we say that
Satan resists God, and that Satan’s work disagiteGod’s works, we at the same
time assert that this resistance and this opposiice dependent upon God’s
sufferance. | am not now speaking of Satan’s wik, even of his effort, but only of
his effect. For inasmuch as the devil is by natuieked, he is not at all inclined to
obedience to the divine will, but utterly intentampcontumacy and rebellion. From
himself and his own wickedness, therefore, arisiss passionate and deliberate
opposition to God. By this wickedness he is urgado attempt courses of action
which he believes to be most hostile to God. Betduse with the bridle of his
power God holds him bound and restrained, he caoig only those things which
have been divinely permitted to him; and so he sbiey Creator, whether he will or
not, because he is compelled to yield him servicerever God impels him.

Job 1:6, 12
® One day the angels came to present themselveshdf® LORD, and Satan also
came with them.

2 The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, evemythhe has is in your hands, but
on the man himself do not lay a finger." Then Satent out from the presence of
the LORD.

Job 2:1, 6
1 On another day the angels came to present theessékfore the LORD, and

Satan also came with them to present himself béfione

The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, he igaur hands; but you must spare
his life."
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| Kings 22:20-22

20 And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab into aatking Ramoth Gilead and
going to his death there?' "One suggested thisaanther that.

2L Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before tf@RD and said, 'l will entice him.’

22 By what means?' the LORD asked." 'l will go @uid be a lying spirit in the
mouths of all his prophets,' he said." "You wiltseed in enticing him," said the
LORD. '‘Go and do it

| Sam. 16:14
14 Now the Spirit of the LORD had departed from Sauigl an evil spirit from the
LORD tormented him.

| Sam. 18:10

9 The next day an evil spirit from God came forclfulpon Saul. He was
prophesying in his house, while David was playihg harp, as he usually did.
Saul had a spear in his hand

Ps. 78:49
%9 He unleashed against them his hot anger, his wiradignation and hostility - a
band of destroying angels.

Il Thess. 2:9,11

® The coming of the lawless one will be in accordamdth the work of Satan
displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles,rsgand wonders,

1 For this reason God sends them a powerful delusiothat they will believe the
lie

Il Cor. 4:4
* The god of this age has blinded the minds of ueketss, so that they cannot see
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, wisadhe image of God.

Eph. 2:2

2 in which you used to live when you followed the wayf this world and of the
ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit whorisw at work in those who are
disobedient.
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There remains the second part of the rule, morgegtaelated to faith. It is to

recognize that God has destined all things forgmad and salvation but at the same
time to fell his power and grace in ourselves anthe great benefits he has conferred
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upon us, and so bestir ourselves to trust, invpkaise, and love him. Indeed, as |
pointed out a little before, God himself has shdwnthe order of Creation that he
created all things for man’s sake. For it is nahaut significance that he divided

the making of the universe into six days [Gen.1:8¥en though it would have been
no more difficult for him to have completed in om@ment the whole work together
with all its details than to arrive at its compgtigradually by a progression of this
sort. But he willed to commend his providence &attierly solicitude toward us in

that, before he fashioned man, he prepared evagytie foresaw would be useful and
salutary for him. How great ingratitude would & bow to doubt whether this most
gracious Father has us in his care, who we seecaraserned for us even before we
were born! How impious would it be to tremble fear that his kindness might at
any time fail us in our need, when we see that asvwshown, with the greatest
abundance of every good thing, when we were yebumb Besides, from Moses we
hear that, through His liberality, all things orrtbaare subject to us [Gen. 1:28; 9:2].
It is certain that He did not do this to mock ushwthe empty title to a gift. Therefore
nothing that is needful for our welfare will ever lacking to us.

Gen.1:31
% God saw all that he had made, and it was very gand there was evening, and
there was morning - the sixth day.

Gen. 1.28

28 God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful Brtrease in number; fill the
earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of theaswhthe birds of the air and over
every living creature that moves on the ground.”

Gen. 9:2

2 The fear and dread of you will fall upon all thealsts of the earth and all the birds
of the air, upon every creature that moves aloeggtiound, and upon all the fish
of the sea; they are given into your hands.
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To conclude once for all, whenever we call God@neator of heaven and earth,
let us at the same time bear in mind that the disgton of all those things which he
has made is in his own hand and power and thatgvendeed his children, whom he
has received into his faithful protection to nobrend educate. We are therefore to
await the fullness of all good things from him adoand to trust completely that he
will never leave us destitute of what we need fvation, and to hang our hopes on
none but him!  We are therefore, also, to petition for whatever we desire; and we
are to recognize as a blessing from him, and thalgkio acknowledge, every benefit
that falls to our share. So, invited by the greatetness of his beneficence and
goodness, let us study to love and serve him alheart.
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DOCTRINE OF
THE SOUL, THE IMAGE OF GOD
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MAN |s SPIRITUAL BEING;
SOUL = IMMORTAL, CREATED, NOBLER
IMMORTALITY OF THE SOUL:

SOUL HAS ESSENCE OF ITS OWN;
NOT JUST “BREATH” OR
“STRENGTHENED” ADDED TO BODY;
SINNER HAS “SENSE OF IMMORTALITY”;
IS CONSCIOUS OF GOOD AND EVIL; KNOWS GOD;
DREAMS — EVIDENCE OF IMMORTALITY
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Furthermore, that man consists of a soul and a lmdyht to be
beyond controversy. Now | understand by the teswul” an immortal
yet created essence, which is his nobler part. efoms it is called
“spirit.”  For even when these terms are joinedetbgr, they differ from
one another in meaning; yet when the word “spiist'used by itself, it
means the same thing as soul; as when Solomorkisgeat death, says
that then “the spirit returns to God who gave ECt€l. 12:7].  And when
Christ commended his spirit to the Father [Luke4BBand Stephen his to
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Christ [Acts 7:59] they meant only that when thellss freed from the
prison house of the body, God is its perpetual djaar Some imagine
the soul to be called “spirit” for the reason thiats breath, or a force
divinely infused into bodies, but that it neverdssd is without essence;
both the thing itself and all Scripture show thenbe stupidly blundering
in this opinion. It is of course true that whileemare tied to earth more
than they should be they grow dull; indeed, becatnsy have been
estranged from the Father of Lights [James 1:hgly tecome blinded by
darkness, so that they do not think they will suevdeath; yet in the
meantime the light has not been so extinguishetiendarkness that they
remain untouched by a sense of their own immoytalitSurely the
conscience, which, discerning between good and maponds to God’s
judgment, is an undoubted sign of the immortalispirFor how could a
motion without essence penetrate to God’s judgreeat, and inflict itself
with dread at its own guilt? For the body is nffeeted by the fear of
spiritual punishment, which falls upon the soulypritom this it follows
that the soul is endowed with essence. Now thg keowledge of God
sufficiently proves that souls, which transcendwloeld, are immortal, for
no transient energy could penetrate to the fourghiifie.

Eccl. 12:7
" and the dust returns to the ground it came frord,the spirit returns to
God who gave it.

Luke 23:46
%6 Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, intaryhands | commit
my spirit.” When he had said this, he breatheddsis

Acts 7:59
9 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, "Ldedus, receive my
spirit."

James 1:17

17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, comirayvd from the
Father of the heavenly lights, who does not chalige shifting
shadows.
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In short, the many pre-eminent gifts with which theman mind is
endowed proclaim that something divine has beemaged upon it; all
these are testimonies of an immortal essence. tHeosense perception
inhering in brute animals does not go beyond th#ypor at least extends
no farther than to material things presented to But the rumbness of
the human mind in searching out heaven and deaxthtlze secrets of
nature, and when all ages have been compassed bpderstanding and
memory, in arranging each thing in its proper arded in inferring future
events from past, clearly shows that there liesldndin man something
separate from the body. With our intelligence waagive the invisible
God and the angels, something the body can by ramsndo. We grasp
things that are right, just, and honorable, whioé lsidden to the bodily
senses. Therefore the spirit must be the seaiointelligence. Indeed,
sleep itself, which benumbs man, seeming even poiae him of life, is
no obscure witness of immortality, since it suggestt only thoughts of
things that have never happened, but also presemtsnof the future. |
have briefly touched upon these things which seautders grandly extol
and depict in more brilliant language; but amondlgwoeaders this simple
reminder will be enough.
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Now, unless the soul were something essential,ragpdrom the
body, Scripture would not teach that we dwell imges of clay [Job 4:19]
and at death leave the tabernacle of the fleshtingubff what is
corruptible so that at the Last Day we may finaligeive our reward,
according as each of us has done in the body. st@ly these passages
and similar ones that occur repeatedly not onlgrtyedistinguish the soul
from the body, but by transferring to it the nameah” indicate to it to be
the principal part. Now when Paul urges believersleanse themselves
of every defilement of flesh and spirit [Il Cor.1};: he points out the two
parts in which the filth of sin resides. Petersoal calling Christ
“shepherd and bishop of ... souls” [I Pet. 2:25], Wolhave spoken
wrongly if there had not been souls on whose bemalfmight fulfill this
office. If souls did not have their own properergse, there would be no
point in Peter’s statement about the eternal “salmeof ... souls” [I Pet.
1:9], or in his injunction to purify our souls amcertain that “wicked
lusts ... war against the soul” [I Pet. 2:11 p.]. eTdame applies to the
statement of the author of Hebrews, that the pss&tand watch ... to
render account for our souls” [Heb. 13:17 p.]. Taet that Paul, upon
his soul, calls God to witness [ll Cor. 1:23, V@bints to the same
conclusion, because it would not become guilty eféod unless it were
liable for punishment. This is expressed even nobearly in Christ's
words, when he bids us be afraid of him who, ditehas killed the body,
can send the soul into the Gehenna of fire [M&128; Luke 12:5]. Now
when the author of The Letter to the Hebrews distishes the fathers of
our flesh from God, who is the one “Father of $pir{Heb. 12:9], he
could not assert more clearly the essence of soldesides, unless souls
survive when freed from the prison houses of theidies, it would be
absurd for Christ to induce the soul of Lazaruseagying bliss in
Abraham’s bosom, and again, the soul of the rich semtenced to terrible
torments [Luke 16:22-23]. Paul confirms this sathimg, teaching us
that we journey away from God so long as we dwelhie flesh, but that
we enjoy his presence outside the flesh [Il Co8, B]. Lest | go any
farther in a topic of no great difficulty, | shaldd only this word from
Luke, that among the errors of the Sadduceesniteistioned that they did
not believe in spirits and angels [Acts 23:8].
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Job 4:19
1% how much more those who live in houses of claypsehfoundations
are in the dust, who are crushed more readily ghanoth!

Il Cor. 7:1

1 Since we have these promises, dear friends, |giut$y ourselves
from everything that contaminates body and sppetfecting holiness
out of reverence for God.

Heb. 13:17

17 Obey your leaders and submit to their authorityeyTkeep watch over
you as men who must give an account. Obey thenhatotheir work
will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be ofadvantage to you.

Il Cor. 1:23
23 | call God as my witness that it was in order tarspyou that | did not
return to Corinth.

| Pet. 1:9
° for you are receiving the goal of your faith, tlavation of your souls.

| Pet. 2:11, 25

1 Dear friends, | urge you, as aliens and strangetise world, to abstain
from sinful desires, which war against your soul.

5 For you were like sheep going astray, but now yaxehreturned to the
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.

Matt. 10:28
8 Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but mankill the soul.

Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy bmthand body in hell.
2

Luke 12: 4-5

* "l tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of thosko kill the body and
after that can do no more.

But | will show you whom you should fear: Fear hwmo, after the
killing of the body, has power to throw you intolln&es, | tell you,
fear him.
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Heb. 12:9

®  Moreover, we have all had human fathers who diswpl us and we
respected them for it. How much more should we sutorthe Father
of our spirits and live!

Luke 16:22-23

2 "The time came when the beggar died and the amgetged him to
Abraham's side. The rich man also died and wagturi

23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up sad Abraham far
away, with Lazarus by his side.

Il Cor. 5:4, 6, 8, 10

* For while we are in this tent, we groan and arelened, because we
do not wish to be unclothed but to be clothed wotlr heavenly
dwelling, so that what is mortal may be swallowgdy life.

Therefore we are always confident and know thdbag as we are at
home in the body we are away from the Lord.

We are confident, | say, and would prefer to beyafram the body
and at home with the Lord.

For we must all appear before the judgment se&hufst, that each
one may receive what is due him for the things dehge in the body,
whether good or bad.

10

Acts 23:8
8 (The Sadducees say that there is no resurrectimh,tfet there are
neither angels nor spirits, but the Pharisees aglauge them all.)
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Also, a reliable proof of this matter may be gagltefrom the fact that man was
created in God’s image [Gen. 1:27]. For althoughd'§ glory shines forth in the
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outer man, yet there is no doubt tttet proper seat of his image is in the soull do
not deny, indeed, that our outward form, in sodsiit distinguishes any separates us
from brute animals, at the same time more closalysjus to God. And if anyone
wishes to include under “image of God” the facttttfevhile all other living things
being bent over look earthward, man has been givéace uplifted, bidden to gaze
heavenward and to raise his countenance to ths,’starshall not contend too
strongly — provided it be regarded as a settledcjple that the image of God, which
is seen or glow in these outward marks, is spiritu&or Osiander, whose writings
prove him to have been perversely ingenious inefutiventions, indiscriminately
extending God’s image both to the body and to thd, sningles heaven and earth.
He says that Father, Son, and Holy Spirit placé& theage in man, because however
upright Adam might have remained, yet Christ woliée to become man. Thus,
according to them, the body that was destined fors€was the exemplar and type of
that corporeal figure which was then formed. Bimeve will he find that Christ is
the image of the Spirit? | admit that in the persd the Mediator the glory of the
whole divinity surely shines, but how will the Btet Word be called the image of the
Spirit, whom he precedes in order? In short, tisérdttion between Son and Spirit
is overthrown if the latter calls the former theage of himself. Furthermore, |
should like to know from him how in the flesh tHa¢ took upon himself Christ
resembles the Holy Spirit, and by what marks aediments he expresses his likeness.
And since that saying, “Let us make man,” etc. [GER6], is common also to the
person of the Son, it would follow that he is theage of himself. This is repugnant
to all reason. Besides this, if Osiander’s falirarais accepted, man was formed
only after the type and exemplar of Christ as naam thus the pattern from which
Adam was taken was Christ in so far as he was talbhed with flesh. But
Scripture teaches in a far other sense that hecveaded in God’s image. There is
more color to the cleverness of those who explaat Adam was created in God’s
image because he conformed to Christ, who is tleismage of God; but in that, also,
there is nothing sound.

Gen. 1.26-27

%6 Then God said, "Let us make man in our image uinli@eness, and let them rule
over the fish of the sea and the birds of the @ier the livestock, over all the
earth, and over all the creatures that move aloegtound.”

So God created man in his own image, in the intdg@od he created him; male
and female he created them.

27
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Also, there is no slight quarrel ovémage” and “likeness” when interpreters
seeka nonexistent difference between these two worelscept that “likeness” has
been added by way of explanation. First, we knbat tepetitions were common
among the Hebrews, in which they express one thinige; then in the thing itself
there is no ambiguity, simply man is called Godisage because he is like God.
Accordingly, those who thus philosophize more subtler these terms appear to be
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ridiculous: they either applgelem that is, image, to the substance of the soul, and
demuth that is, likeness, to its qualities; or they amllisomething different. For,
when God determined to create man in his imagegctwhvas a rather obscure
expression, he for explanation repeats it in thispe, “According to his likeness,” as
if he were saying that he was going to make manwom he would represent
himself as in an image, by means of engraved nafrkkeness. Therefore Moses, a
little after, reciting the same thing, repeats “gaaf God” twice, without mentioning
“likeness.” Osiander’s objection is trivial, thadt a part of man — say, the soul with
its endowments — is called God’s image, but thele/d@lam, whose name was given
him from the earth whence he was taken. Triviaay, all readers of sound mind
will deem it. For, while the whole man is callecbntal, the soul is not thereby
subjected to death; nor does reason or intelligéeteng to the body merely because
man is called a “rational animal.” Therefoadthough the soul is not maryet it is
not absurd foman, in respect to his soul, to be called God'same; even though |
retain the principle | just now set forward, thae tlikeness of God extends to the
whole excellence by which man’s nature towers @bethe kinds of living creatures.
Accordingly, the integrity with which Adam was endowed is ex@ed by this wrd,
when he had full possession of right understandinghen he had his affections
kept within the bounds of reason, all his sensesipered in right orderand he truly
referred his excellence to exceptional gifts bestbwpon him by his Maker. And
althoughthe primary seat of the divine image was in the miiand heart, or in the
soul and its powers, yet there was no part of maat even the body itself, in which
some sparks did not glaw It is sure that even in the several parts ofwbdd some
traces of God’s glory shine. From this we may gathat when his image is placed
in man a tacit antithesis is introduced which raig&n above all other creatures and,
as it were, separates him from the common massd ideed, we ought not to deny
that angels were created according to God’'s liken@sasmuch as our highest
perfection, as Christ testifies, will be to becolike them [Matt. 22:30]. But by this
particular titte Moses right commends God’s graoseard us, especially when he
compares only the visible creatures with man.

Matt. 22:30

%0 At the resurrection people will neither marry ner given in marriage; they will
be like the angels in heaven.
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Nevertheless, it seems that we do not reawal definition of “image” if we do
not see more plainighose faculties in which man exceland in which he ought to be
thought the reflection of God’'s glory. That, indeecan be nowhere better
recognized than from the restoration of his coedptature. There is no doubt that
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Adam, when he fell from his state, was by this d&dém alienated from God.
Therefore, even though we grant tii&nd’'s image was not totally annihilated and
destroyed in him, yet it was so corrupted that whar remains is frightful
deformity. Consequently, the beginning of our recovery diva@on is in that
restoration which we obtain througtrist, who alsois called the Second Adam for
the reason that he restores us to true and compietegrity. For even though Paul,
contrasting the life-giving spirit that the belieseeceive from Christ with the living
soul in which Adam was created [I Cor. 15:45], coemahs the richer measure of
grace in regeneration, yet he does not removeoti&t principal point, that the end
of regeneration is that Christ should reform u§tal’'s image. Therefore elsewhere
he teaches that “the new man is renewed ... accotdirige image of his Creator”
[Col. 3:10 p.]. With this agrees the saying, “Rutt the new man, who has been
created according to God” [Eph. 4:24, Vg.].

| Cor. 15:45
4 5o it is written: "The first man Adam became aniyibeing”; the last Adam, a
life-giving spirit.

Col. 3:10
19 and have put on the new self, which is being redeiweknowledge in the image
of its Creator.

Eph. 4:24
%4 and to put on the new self, created to be like Godrue righteousness and
holiness.
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Now we are to see what Paul chiefly comprehend®utids renewal. In the
first place he posits knowledge, then pure righteess and holiness. From this we
infer that, to begin withGod’s image was visible in the light of the mindj the
upright of the heart, and in the soundness of allet parts. For although | confess
that these forms of speaking are synecdocheget this principle cannot be
overthrown, thatvhat was primary in the renewing of God’s image alkeld the
highest place in the creation itself. To the same pertains what he teaches elsewhere,
that “we ... with unveiled face beholding the glory @hrist are being transformed
into his very image” [Il Cor. 3:18]. Now we seevhcChrist is the most perfect
image of God; if we are conformed to it, we arersstored that with true piety,
righteousness, purity, and intelligence we bear'ssiotage.

Il Cor. 3:18

18 And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the disr glory, are being
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasghgry, which comes from the
Lord, who is the Spirit.
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When this has been established, Osiander’s fanogerning the shape of the
body readily vanishes of itself. But the statemienivhich man alone is called by
Paul “the image and glory of God” [I Cor. 11:7, Ygnd woman excluded from this
place of honor is clearly to be restricted, asdbetext shows, to the political order.
Yet | now consider it sufficiently proved that wheaer has to do with spiritual and
eternal life is included under “image,” mention which has been made. John
confirms this same point in other words, declatimat “the life” which was from the
beginning in God’s Eternal Word “was the light oémi [John 1:4]. It was his intent
to praise God’s singular grace, wherein man exttelsemaining living creatures, in
order to separate him from the multitude becausattagned no common life, but one
joined with the light of understanding . Accordyng he shows at the same time
how man was created in God's image. Now God'’s gniaghe perfect excellence of
human nature which shone in Adam before his defectbut was subsequently so
vitiated and almost blotted out that nothing rersadtter the ruin except what is
confused, mutilated, and disease-ridden. Therafosome part it now is manifest
in the elect, in so far as they have been reborthenspirit; but it will attain its full
splendor in heaven.

| Cor. 11:7
" Aman ought not to cover his head, since he isntfage and glory of God; but the
woman is the glory of man.

John 1:4
* In him was life, and that life was the light of men
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Yet in order that we may know of what parts thisga consists, it is of value to
discuss the faculties of the soul. Foat speculation of Augustine, that the soul is
the reflection of the Trinity because in it residbe understanding, will, and memory,
is by no means sound. Nor is there any probability in the opinion of ssowho
locate God’s likeness in the dominion given to mas,if in this mark alone he
resembled God, that he was established as heipasgbssor of all things; whereas
God’s image is properly to be sought within him{ oatside him, indeed, it is an
inner good of the soul.
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THE SOUL AND ITS FACULTIES
1.15.6
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It would be foolish to seek a definition of “soufom the philosophers. Of
them hardly one, except Plato, has rightly affirntsdmmortal substance. Indeed,
other Socratics also touch upon it, but in a wagt tthows how nobody teaches
clearly a thing of which he has not been persuadéténce Plato’s opinion is more
correct, because he considers the image of Godersoul. Others so attach the
soul's powers and faculties to the present lifé thay leave nothing to it outside the
body.
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Indeed, from Scripture we have already taught thatsoul is an incorporeal
substancenow we must add that, although properly it is sytially limited, still,set
in the body, it dwells there as in a hoys®ot only that it may animate all its parts and
render its organs fit and useful for their actiobst also that it mayold the first
place in ruling man’s lifg not alone with respect to tloeities of his earthly life but
at the same time tarouse him to honor God Eventhough in man’s corruption
this last point isot clearly perceived, yet some vestige remainsrint@d in his very
vices. For whence comes such concern to men aheirt good name but from
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shame? Andvhence comes shame but from regard for what is haime? The
beginning and cause of this is tilaéy understand themselves to have been born to
cultivate righteousness, in which the seed of réhig is enclosed. But, without
controversy, just as man was made for meditatioonughe heavenly life, so it is
certain that the knowledge of it was engraved upa soul. And if human
happiness, whose perfection it is to be united W@thd, were hidden from man, he
would in fact be bereft othe principal use of his understanding. Thus, alsothe
chief activity of the soul is aspire thither.Hence the more anyone endeavors to
approach to God, the more he proves himself endovitadreason.
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We ought to repudlate those persons who wouldnaffitore than one soul in
man, that is, a sensitive and a rational soul, imzadhere is nothing firm in their
reasonings, even though they seem to be assedimgtsing probable, unless we
want to torture ourselves in trivial and uselesstens. They say that there is great
disagreement between organic motions and the saatisnal part. As if reason
itself did not also disagree with itself and wer# at cross-purposes with itself, just
like armies at war. But since this disturbancsesiout of depravity of nature, it is
wrong to conclude from this that there are two sopist because the faculties do not
agree among themselves in befitting proportion.
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But | leave it to the philosophers to discuss thesailties in their subtle way.
For the upbuilding of godliness a simple definitwill be enough for us. 1, indeed,
agree that the things thy teach are true, not enjgyable, but also profitable to learn,
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and skillfully assembled by them. And | do nothiok those who are desirous of
learning to study them. Therefore | admit in tmstfplace that there are five senses,
which Plato preferred to call organs, by whichaljects are presented to common
sense, as a sort of receptacle. (Plabmaetetud84 D (LCL Plato II. 156 f.).) There
follows fantasy, which distinguishes those thingsioh have been apprehended by
common sense; then reason, which embraces univatsigment; finally
understanding, which in intent and quiet study eomilates what reason discursively
ponders. Similarly, to understanding, reason, #&matasy (the three cognitive
faculties of the soul) correspond three appetifi@eulties: will, whose functions
consist in striving after what understanding arabom present; the capacity for anger,
which seizes upon what is offered to it by reasod fantasy; the capacity to desire
inordinately, which apprehends what is set befoby fantasy and sense.
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Although these things are true, or at least arbabte, yet since | fear that they
may involve us in their own obscurity rather thagiphus, | think they ought to be
passed over. | shall not strongly oppose anyorne waémts to classify the powers of
the soul in some other way: to call on appetitivhich, even though without reason,
if directed elsewhere, yet obeys reason, to callother intellective, which is through
itself participant in reason. Nor would | refutbet view that there are three
principles of action: sense, understanding, appetit
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But let us rather choose division within the capacity of allwhich cannot be
successfully sought from the philosophers. Foy,thdile they want to speak with
utter simplicity, divide the soul in to appetitedannderstanding, but make both
double. They say the latter is sometimes contamplabecause, content with
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knowledge alone, it has no active motion (a thivag Cicero thought to be designated
by the term “genius”); sometimes practical becamgehe apprehension of good or
evil it variously moves the will. In this divisias included the knowledge of how to
live well and justly. The former part (I mean thppetitive) they also divide, into
will and concupiscence; and as often as appethehathey call boulesif3puAnoio),
obeys reason, it is hormegun); but it becomes pathosr{6oco) when the appetite,
having thrown off the yoke of reason, rushes ofitemperance. Thus they always
imagine reason in man as that faculty whereby hegoaern himself aright.
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THE DOCTRINE OF IB,RO ID NCE
GOD RULES OVER THE UNIVERSE
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GOD BY HIS POWER NOURISHES AND MAINTAINS
THE WORLD CREATED BY HIM, AND
RULES ITS SEVERAL PARTS BY HIS PROVIDENCE:
CREATION AND PROVIDENCE INSEPARABLY JOINED

1.16.1

PR PEOAIES bRl IR 55 pe —
sy o - 'ilﬂi’w %'E' SERHI > @r“ e
ARl 'iﬁ“%ﬁﬁ”ﬁﬁ e B B -
) iﬁff’iﬁﬁ* # e PRLF S ) ’ﬁﬁwﬁa—w e g
iﬁﬁf;%?%‘; ’ ?Hmr M o [l e © eV rmylfﬁy S (= T  SSEEE ] AL M F”
e O L 3 lﬁ*“% 1 R L - RIS R f i
s M R FF T PR TP T AR ;!; -
R R e e o e A T (L
LA VT R i T RS EESERI R A
ﬁ[’ﬂ%' | lﬁﬁf ’E\[Hﬂ%ﬂm& T r!‘-*@E?"EJ%F'U,L ’ ” ifqij H 7\7%?55@ o iEl o AR
TEELE o SR gl o T BRI ] I o R R -
T L PRSPPI g o RLD S R s v

—.E

4 11:3
PORMEFEAL - el FH R TEAALFEERY - BHRCTAERLY S ETFR
WERRZ i h Ry o

Moreover, to make God a momentary Creator, who docell finished his
work, would be cold and barren, and we must diffem profane men especially in
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that we see the presence of divine power shininguash in the continuing state of
the universe as in its inception. For even thotighminds of the impious too are
compelled by merely looking upon earth and heaweise up to the Creator, yet faith
has its own peculiar way of assigning the wholali¢rior Creation to God. To this
pertains that saying of the apostle’s to which weehreferred before, that only “by
faith we understand that the universe was creayethd word of God” [Heb. 11:3].
Forunless we pass on to his providenedowever we may seem both to comprehend
with the mind and to confess with the tonguere-do not yet properly grasp what it
means to say: “God is Creator.” Carnal sense, once confronted with the power of
God in the very Creation, stops there, and at mesghs and contemplates only the
wisdom, power, and goodness of the author in actishmpg such handiwork.
(These matters are self-evident, and even forcedblves upon the unwilling.) It
contemplates, moreover, some general preservingaverning activity, from which
the force of motion derives. In short, carnal setiisnks there is an energy divinely
bestowed from the beginning, sufficient to sustdirhings.

Heb. 11:3
® By faith we understand that the universe was forate@od's command, so that
what is seen was not made out of what was visible.
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But faith ought to penetrate more deeply, nameay;rig found him Creator of
all, forthwith to conclude he is also everlastingv&rnor and Preserver — not only in
that he drives the celestial frame as well asat@gmal parts by a universal motion, but
also in that he sustains, nourishes, and caresvVerything he has made, even to the
least sparrow [cf. Matt. 10:29]. Thus David, hayioriefly stated that the universe
was created by God, immediately descends to thetarmipted course of His
providence, “By the word of Jehovah the heaven®weade, and all their host by the
breath of his mouth” [Ps. 33:6; cf. Ps. 32:6, Vg.Boon thereafter he adds. “Jehovah
has looked down upon the sons of men” [Ps. 33:APx 32:13-14, Vg.], and what
follows is in the same vein. For although all n@m not reason so clearly, yet,
because it would not be believable that humanraftaie cared for by God unless he
were the Maker of the universe, and nobody senydoslieves the universe was made
by God without being persuaded that he takes cardi® works, David not
inappropriately leads us in the best order from dhe to the other. In general,
philosophers teach and human minds conceive thapaats of the universe are
quickened by God’s secret inspiration. Yet theyri reach as far as David is
carried, bearing with him all the godly, when hgsséThese all look to thee, to give
them their food in due season; when thou givesitem, they gather it up; when thou
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openest thy hand, they are filled with good thingsen thou hidest thy face, they are
dismayed; when thou takes away their breath, theyadd return to the earth. |If
thou sendest forth thy spirit again, they are eaand thou renewest the face of the
earth” [Ps. 104:27-30 p.]. Indeed, although thelssribe to Paul’'s statement that
we have our being and move and live in God [Act28]/ yet they are far from that
earnest feeling of grace which he commends, becdwesedo not at all taste God'’s
special care, by which alone his fatherly favdknswn.

Matt. 10:29
29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not ofiem will fall to the ground
apart from the will of your Father.

Ps. 33:6, 13, 14

® By the word of the LORD were the heavens madéy, it@rry host by the breath
of his mouth.

13" From heaven the LORD looks down and sees all malnki

4" from his dwelling place he watches all who liveearth-

Ps. 32:6
®  Therefore let everyone who is godly pray to youleviiou may be found; surely
when the mighty waters rise, they will not reaam hi

Ps. 104:27-30

27 These all look to you to give them their foodta proper time.

28 When you give it to them, they gather it up; wiyem open your hand, they are
satisfied with good things.

29 When you hide your face, they are terrified; wigen take away their breath, they
die and return to the dust.

%0 When you send your Spirit, they are created, andrgnew the face of the earth.

Acts 17:28

28 'For in him we live and move and have our being'sdéme of your own poets
have said, 'We are his offspring.’
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That this difference may better appear, we mustwkti@t God’s providence, as
it is taught in Scripture, is opposed to fortune @riortuitous happenings. Now it
has been commonly accepted in all ages, and akilosbrtals hold the same opinion
today, that all things come about through chand&/hat we ought to believe
concerning providence is by this depraved opiniastheertainly not only beclouded,
but also buried. Suppose a man falls among thjexewild beasts; is shipwrecked
at sea by a sudden gale; is killed by a fallingdeoor tree. Suppose another man
wandering through the desert finds help in hisitstraaving been tossed by the waves,
reaches harbor; miraculously escapes death bygerfsnbreadth. Carnal reason
ascribes all such happenings, whether prosperoadwarse, to fortune. But anyone
who has been taught by Christ’s lips that all th&shof his head are numbered [Matt.
10:30] will look farther afield for a cause, andllwgonsider thatall events are
governed by God’s secret plan And concerningnanimate objectave ought to hold
that, although each one has by nature been endowed wishawn property, yet it
does not exercise its own power except in so fari@ass directed by God’s
ever-present hand. These are, thus, nothing butstruments to which God
continually imparts as much effectiveness as helsyibnd according to his own
purpose bends and turns them to either one actianather.
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Matt. 10:30
30 And even the very hairs of your head are all numder
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No creature has a force more wondrous or gloribas that of the sun. For
besides lighting the whole earth with its brighsydsow great a thing is it that by its
heat it nourishes and quickens all living thingsfhat with its rays it breathes
fruitfulness into the earth! That it warms thedsee the bosom of the earth, draws
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them forth with budding greenness, increases amsgthens them, nourishes them
anew, until they rise up into stalks! That it featie plant with continual warmth,
until it grows into flower, and from flower intodit! That then, also, with baking
heat it brings the fruit to maturity! That in likmanner trees and vines warmed by
the sun first put forth buds and leaves, then pthfa flower, and from the flower
produce fruit! Yet the Lord, to claim the wholedit for all these things, willed that,
before he created the sun, light should come tartakearth be filled with all manner
of herbs and fruits [Gen. 1:3, 11, 14]. Therefargodly man will not make the sun
either the principal or the necessary cause ofetltieiigs which existed before the
creation of the sun, but merely the instrument thatl uses because he so wills; for
which no more difficulty he might abandon it, arct through himself. Then when
we read that at Joshua’s prayers the sun stoddnstihe degree for two days [Josh.
10:13], and that its shadow went back ten degreethe sake of King Hezekiah [l
Kings 20:11 or Isa. 38:8], God has witnessed bgehfew miracles thahe sun does
not daily rise and set by a blind instinct of natibut that he himself, to renew our
remembrance of his fatherly favor toward us, goverits course. Nothing is more
natural than for spring to follow winter; summepyiag; and fall, summer — each in
turn.  Yet in this series one sees such great avavam diversity that it readily
appearsach year, month, and day is governed by a newpectl, providence of
God.

Gen. 1:3, 11, 14

3 And God said, "Let there be light," and there Vigtst.

13 And there was evening, and there was morning thine day.

14 And God said, "Let there be lights in the expaokéhe sky to separate the day
from the night, and let them serve as signs to rmadsons and days and years,

Josh. 10:13

13" S0 the sun stood still, and the moon stoppedthil nation avenged itself on its
enemies, as it is written in the Book of Jashae $hn stopped in the middle of
the sky and delayed going down about a full day.

Il Kings 20:11
X Then the prophet Isaiah called upon the LORD, taedLORD made the shadow
go back the ten steps it had gone down on thenstgiof Ahaz.

Isa. 38:8
& | will make the shadow cast by the sun go backehesteps it has gone down on
the stairway of Ahaz.'" So the sunlight went bdekten steps it had gone down.
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S e
THE NATURE OF PROVIDENCE

1.16.4
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At the outset, then, let my readers grasp firavidence means not that by
which God idly observes from heavevhat takes place on earth, but that by which,
as keeper of the keys, he governs all eventEhus it pertains no less to his hands
than to his eyes. And indeed, when Abraham saidigason, “God will provide”
[Gen. 22:8], he meant not only to assert God'skioosvledge of a future event, but to
cast the care of a matter unknown to him upon tileoivHim who is wont to give a
way out of things perplexed and confused. Whendellows thatprovidence is
lodged in the actfor many babble too ignorantly of bare foreknovgedNot so crass
is the error of those who attribute a governanc@ad, but of a confused and mixed
sort, as | have said, namely, one that by a gemeddion revolves and drives the
system of the universe, with its several parts,which does not specifically direct
the action of individual creatures. Yet this erralso, is not tolerable; for by this
providence which they call universal, they teacht thothing hinders all creatures
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from being contingently moved, or man from turnmmself hither and thither by the
free choice of his will.  And they so apportionrys between God and man that God
by His power inspires in man a movement by whiehcan act in accordance with
the nature implanted in him, but He regulates Hisma actions by the plan of His
will.  Briefly, they mean that the universe, men’s affaand men themselves are
governed by God’'s might but not by His determimatiol say nothing of the
Epicureans (a pestilence that has always filledwbdd) who imagine that God is
idle and indolent; and others just as foolish, vwdficold fancied that God so ruled
above the middle region of the air that he leftldwer regions to fortune. As if the
dumb creatures themselves do not sufficiently cityagainst such patent madness!

Gen. 22:8
8  Abraham answered, "God himself will provide theakafor the burnt offering, my
son." And the two of them went on together.

(“General” and “special” providence)
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For now | propose the refute the opinion (which@truniversally obtains) that
concedes to God some kind of blind and ambiguousomowhile taking from him
the chief thing: that he directs everything by msomprehensible wisdom and
disposes it to his own end. And so in name ordy,imfact, it makes God the Ruler
of the universe because it deprives him of hisrobnt What, | pray you, is it to have
control but so to be in authority that you ruleaimletermined order those things over
which you are placed? Yet | do not wholly repueliarthat is said concerning
universal providence, provided they in turn gramettimat the universe is ruled by God,
not only because he watches over the order of eaetr by himself, but because he
exercises especial care over each of his worksis, indeed, true that the several
kinds of things are moved by a secret impulse a@inea as if they obeyed God's
eternal command, and what God has once determimed 6n by itself.
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At this point we may refer to Christ’'s statemerattfrom the very beginning he
and the Father were always at work [John 5:17]; tanBaul’s teaching that “in him
we live, move, and have our being” [Acts 17:28kmlwhat the author of The Letter
to the Hebrews says, meaning to prove the divioityChrist, that all things are
sustained by his mighty command [Heb. 1:3]. Bugythwrongly conceal and
obscure by this excuse that special providencewisico declared by sure and clear
testimonies of Scripture that it is a wonder anyona have doubts about it. And
surely they who cast over it the veil of which bkp are themselves so compelled to
add, by way of correction, that many things takacel under God’s especial care.
But they wrongly restrict this to particular actsree. Therefore we must pro@od
so attends to the regulation of individual evenésd they all so proceed from his set
plan, that nothing takes place by chance

John 5:17

17 Jesus said to them, "My Father is always at hiskworthis very day, and I, too,
am working."
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Acts 17:28

28 'For in him we live and move and have our being'sdéme of your own poets

have said, 'We are his offspring.’

Heb. 1:3

®  The Son is the radiance of God's glory and the teveguresentation of his being,

sustaining all things by his powerful word. Aftez had provided purification for
sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesheaven.
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CHAPTER' 17 — How we may apply this doctrine
(providence) to our greatest benefit

(Interpretation of divine providence with refererioghe past and the future, 1-5)

117.1 PHAVERERVESS
The meaning of God’s ways
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Moreover, as men’s dispositions are inclined tanvstubtleties, any who do not
hold fast to a good and right use of this doctraen hardly avoid entangling
themselves in inscrutable difficulties. Therefoite is expedient here to discuss
briefly to what endScripture teaches thall things are divinely ordained
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Three things, indeed, are to be noted. FiGtd’s providencemust be
considered with regard tthe future as well as the past Secondly, it is the
determinative principle of all things in such a whwatsometimes it works through
an intermediary, sometimes without an intermediaggmetimes contrary to every
intermediary.  Finally, it strives tdhe end that God may reveal his concern for the
whole human race, but especiallis vigilance inruling the church, which he
deigns to watch more closely. Now this, also, auglbe added, that although either
fatherly favor and beneficence or severity of juégtoften shine forth in the whole
course of providence, nevertheless sometimes thsesaof the events are hidden.
So the thought creeps in that human affairs tuchvanirl at the blind urge of fortune;
or the flesh incites us to contradiction, as if Gmdre making sport of men by
throwing them about like balls. It is, indeed etihat if we had quiet and composed
minds ready to learn, the final outcome would shbet God always has the best
reason for his plan: either to instruct his own pple in patience, or to correct their
wicked affections and tame their lust, or to subptg them to self-denial, or to
arouse them from sluggishness; again, to bring lothve proud, to shatter the
cunning of the impious and to overthrow their deeis Yet however hidden and
fugitive from our point of view the causes may e, must hold that they are surely
laid up with him, and hence we must exclaim withvida “Great, O God, are the
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wondrous deeds that thou has done, and thy thotmlitegd us cannot be reckoned; if

| try to speak, they would be more than can be’tiitd. 40:5]. For even though in
our miseries our sins ought always to come to miimak punishment itself may incite
us to repentance, yet we see holrist claims for the Father’s secret plan a broade
justice than simply punishing each onas he deserves. For concerning the man
born blind he says: “Neither he nor his parentsieih) but that God’s glory may be
manifested in him” [John 9:3 p.]. For here ourunatcries out, when calamity
comes before birth itself, as if God with so litthercy thus punished the undeserving.
Yet Christ testifies that in this miractee glory of his Father shines, provided our
eyes be pure

Ps. 40:5
> Many, O LORD my God, are the wonders you have d&he things you planned
for us no one can recount to you; were | to spesktall of them, they would be

too many to declare.

John 9:3
3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned," saidisletut this happened so that
the work of God might be displayed in his life.
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But we must so cherish moderation that e not try to make God render
account to us, but so reverence his secret judgraexd to consider his will the truly
just cause of all thingsWhen dense clouds darken the sky, and a vioeEmpést
arises, because a gloomy mist is cast over our, ¢éyesder strikes our ears and all
our senses are benumbed with fright, everythingnset® us to be confused and
mixed up; but all the while a constant quiet ang ity ever remain in heaven. So
must we infer thatwhile the disturbances in the world deprive us atigment, God
out of the pure light of his justice and wisdom tgers and directs these very
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movements in the best-conceived order to a right.eAnd surely on this point it is
sheer follythat many dare with greater licertsecall God’s works to accountand to
examine his secret plans, andotss as rash a sentence on matters unknagrthey
would on the deeds of mortal men. For what is mabsurd than to use this
moderation toward our equals, that we prefer tpend judgment rather than be
charged with rashness; yet haughtily revile thedéidjudgments o God, which we
ought to hold in reverence?
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FOREELRLIE 9% R
GOD’S PROVIIHENCE AS SOLACE OF BELIEVERS

1.17.6

(Meditating on the ways of God in providence: ttaphiness of recognizing acts of
providence, 6-11)
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But these calumnies, or rather ravings of distchaten, will be easily dispersed
by pious and holy meditation on providence/hich the rule of piety dictates to us, so
that from this we may receive the best and sweéteist Thereforethe Christian
heart, since it had been thoroughly persuaded thathalgs happen by God's plan,
and that nothing takes place by chance, will deek to him as the principal cause
of things, yet will give attention to the secondacauses in their proper place
Then the heart will not doubt that God’s singulemidence keeps watch to preserve
it, and will not suffer anything to happen but whmay turn out to its good and
salvation. But since God’s dealings are first wittan, then with the remaining
creatures, the heart will have assurance that Godsgidence rules over both. As
far asmenare concerned, whether they are good or evil, dagthof the Christian will
know that theirplans, wills, efforts, and abilities are under Gadhand; that it is
within his choice to bend them whither he pleasesta constrain them whenever he
pleases.
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There are very many and very clear promises thaifytethat God’s singular
providence watches over the welfare of believe@ast your care upon the Lord, and
he will nourish you, and will never permit the righus man to flounder” [Ps. 55:22
p.; cf. Ps. 54: 23, Vg.]. For he takes care offluBeter 5:7 p.] “He who dwells in
the help of the Most High will abide in the profectof the God of heaven.” [Ps. 91:1;
90:1, Vg.] “He who touches you touches the pupinine eye.” [Zech. 2:8 p.] ‘I
will be your shield” [Gen. 15:1 p.], “a brazen widller. :18; 15:20]; “I will contend
with those who contend with you” [Isa. 49:25]. ‘&wvthough a mother may forget
her children, yet will I not forget you.” [Isa. 4% p.] Indeedthe principal purpose
of Biblical history is to teach that the Lord watels over the ways of the sainisth
such great diligence that they do not even sturotde a stone [cf. Ps. 91:12].

Ps. 55:22
2 Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain; ywe will never let the
righteous fall.

| Peter 5:7
" Cast all your anxiety on him because he caresdor y

Ps. 91:1,12

! He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High widist in the shadow of the
Almighty.

they will lift you up in their hands, so that yauill not strike your foot against a
stone.

12

Ps. 90:1,
1 Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughaugenerations.

Zech. 2:8

®  For this is what the LORD Almighty says: "After has honored me and has sent
me against the nations that have plundered youwfmever touches you touches
the apple of his eye-

Gen. 151

1 After this, the word of the LORD came to Abramairvision: "Do not be afraid,
Abram. | am your shield, your very great reward. "
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Jer. 15:20

20| will make you a wall to this people, a fortifiedall of bronze; they will fight
against you but will not overcome you, for | amtwytou to rescue and save you,"
declares the LORD.

Isa. 49:15, 25

15 "Can a mother forget the baby at her breast and havcompassion on the child
she has borne? Though she may forget, | will na@jebyou!

%5 But this is what the LORD says: "Yes, captives Wwé taken from warriors, and
plunder retrieved from the fierce; | will contendtlwthose who contend with ou,
and your children | will save.
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Therefore, as we rightly rejected a little above dpinion of those who imagine
a universal providence of God, which does not sttmphe especial care of any
particular creature, yet first of all it is impontathat we recognize this special care
toward us. Whence Christ, when he declared thaewen a tiny sparrow of little
worth falls to earth without the Father’s will [MatL0:29], immediately applies it |
this way: that since we are of greater value thaarrews, we ought to realize that
God watches over us with all the closer care [MHit31]; and he extends it so far
that we may trust that the hairs of our head arabmred [Matt. 10:30]. What else
can we wish for ourselves, if not even one hairfedirfrom our head without his will?
| speak not only concerning mankind; but, becaBed has chosen the church to be
his dwelling place there is no doubt that he shows by singular groef fatherly
care in ruling it.

Matt. 10:29, 30, 31

29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not ohthem will fall to the ground
apart from the will of your Father.

%0 And even the very hairs of your head are all numthe

31 S0 don't be afraid; you are worth more than maayrsws.
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Certainty about God’s providence puts joyous trustoward
God in our hearts
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Yet, when that light of divine providence has osbene upon a godly man, he
is then relieved and set free not only from theremie anxiety and fear that were
pressing him before, but from every care. For agustly dreads fortune, so he
fearlessly dares commit himself to Goddis solace,| say, is to know that his
Heavenly Father so holds all things in his powen sules by his authority and will,
so governs by his wisdom, that nothing can befalkkcept he determine it.
Moreover, it comforts him to know that he has besteived into God'’s safekeeping
and entrusted to the care of his angels, and #igtter water, nor fire, nor iron can
harm him, except in so far as it pleases God a®rgov to give them occasion.
Thus indeed the psalm sings: “For he will deliveuyrom the snare of the fowler and
from the deadly pestilence. Under his wings wdl grotect you, and in his pinions
you will have assurance; his truth will be youredthi  You will not fear the terror of
night, nor the flying arrow by day, nor the pestde that stalks in darkness, nor the
destruction that wastes at midday” [Ps. 91:3-6Pst.90:3-6, Vg.; cf. Comm.].

Ps. 91:3-6

®  Surely he will save you from the fowler's snared &om the deadly pestilence.

He will cover you with his feathers, and underwiags you will find refuge; his
faithfulness will be your shield and rampatrt.

You will not fear the terror of night, nor the awr that flies by day,

nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness,the plague that destroys at
midday.

4

5

6

Ps. 90:3-6

®  You turn men back to dust, saying, "Return to d0ssons of men."

For a thousand years in your sight are like attiay has just gone by, or like a
watch in the night.

You sweep men away in the sleep of death; theylikeethe new grass of the
morning-

though in the morning it springs up new, by evgrtris dry and withered.

4
5

6
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From this, also, arises in the saints the assurtratethey may glory. “The
Lord is my helper” [Ps. 118:6; 117:6, Vg.]; “I witlot fear what flesh can do against
me” [Ps. 56:4; 55:5, Vg.]. “The Lord is my protectwhat shall | fear?” [Ps. 27:1,
cf. Ps. 26:1, Vg.] “If armies should stand togethgainst me” [Ps. 27:3; cf. Ps. 26:3
Vg.], “if I should walk in the midst of the shadas¥ death” [Ps. 22:4, Vg.; Ps. 23:4,
EV], “I will not cease to have good hope” [Ps. 56585:4, Vg.; 71:14; 70:14, Vg.].
Whence, | pray you, do they have this never-failsgurance but from knowing that,
when the world appears to be aimlessly tumbled abdlbe Lord is everywhere at
work, and from trusting that his work will be forheir welfaré? Now if their
welfare is assailed either by the devil or by witkmen, then indeed, unless
strengthened through remembering and meditating ypovidence, they must needs
quickly faint away. But let them recall that thevd and the whole cohort of the
wicked are completely restrained by God’s handyaa bridle, so that they are unable
either to hatch any plot against us or, having lexdcit, to make preparations or, if
they are fully planned it, to stir a finger towararying it out, except so far as he has
permitted, indeed commanded. Let them, also, Irétatithe devil and his crew are
not only fettered, but also curbed and compelleddm service. Such thoughts will
provide them abundant comfort. For as it belorg¢he Lord to arouse their fury
and turn and direct it whither he pleases; so,, asih his to set a measure and limit,
lest they licentiously exult in their own lust.

Ps. 118:6
6 The LORD is with me; | will not be afraid. Whatrt man do to me?

Ps. 56:4-5

4 In God, whose word | praise, in God | trust; llwot be afraid. What can mortal
man do to me?

° All day long they twist my words; they are alwastting to harm me.

Ps. 55:4-5

4 My heart is in anguish within me; the terrorslefith assail me.
® Fear and trembling have beset me; horror has dwvemed me.

Ps. 271, 3,

1 The LORD is my light and my salvation—whom sHafear? The LORD is the
stronghold of my life—of whom shall | be afraid?

Though an army besiege me, my heart will not; flseough war break out against
me, even then will | be confident.
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Ps. 26:1, 3

1 Vindicate me, O LORD, for | have led a blamelkfgs | have trusted in the LORD
without wavering.

% for your love is ever before me, and | walk coaélly in your truth.

Ps. 22:4

* In you our fathers put their trust; they trusted you delivered them.

Ps. 23:4,

4 Even though | walk through the valley of the shadf death!® will fear no evil,
for you are with me; your rod and your staff, tleeynfort me.

Ps. 71:14

14

But as for me, | will always have hope; | wilgise you more and more.
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Paul, supported by this conviction, after sayingire passage that his journey
had been hindered by Satan [I Thess. 2:18], stateswhere that with God’s
permission he determined to set out [I Cor. 16:7f. he had said only that the
obstacle was from Satan, he would have seemed¢otgd much power to him, as if
it were in his power to overthrow even the verynglaof God; but now when he
declares God the Ruler upon whose permission sjbhirneys depend, he at the same
time show that Satan cannot carry out anything Heatmay contrive except with
God’s assent. For the same reason, David, on ataduthe various changes by
which the life of men is continually turned, andiasvere, whirled about, betakes
himself to this refuge: that his “times are in Godand” [Ps. 31:15]. He could have
put here either “course of life” or “time” in théngular, but he chose to express by
using the plural times” that however unstable tbedition of men may be, whatever
changes take place from time to time, they are @ by God. For this reason,
although Rezin and the King of Israel, having jadirferces to destroy Judah, seemed
firebrands kindled to destroy and consume the lémely are called by the prophet
“smoking firebrands,” that can do nothing but bheabut a little smoke [Isa. 7:4].
Thus Pharaoh, although to all he was fearsome botlaccount of his riches and
strength, and the size of his armies, is himsethgared to a sea monster, and his
troops to fish [Ezek. 29:4]. God therefore ann@mthat he is going to seize the
leader and the army with his hook and drag themrevhie pleases. In short, not to
tarry any longer over this, if you pay attentionuywill easily perceive thagnorance
of providence is the ultimate of all miseries; th@ghest blessedness lies in the
knowledge of it

| Thess. 2:18

4 For we wanted to come to you - certainly I, Pdid, again and again - but Satan
stopped us.
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| Cor. 16:7
" 1do not want to see you now and make only a pgsssit; | hope to spend some
time with you, if the Lord permits.

Ps. 31:15
15 My times are in your hands; deliver me from myraies and from those who

pursue me.

Isa. 7:4

4 Say to him, 'Be careful, keep calm and don't bai@f Do not lose heart because
of these two smoldering stubs of firewood - becanigbe fierce anger of Rezin
and Aram and of the son of Remaliah.

Ezek. 29:4

4 But | will put hooks in your jaws and make thehfisf your streams stick to your
scales. | will pull you out from among your streamvith all the fish sticking to
your scales.
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Chapter 18 God S0 uses the works of the ungodignd so
bends their minds to carry out his judgments,
that he remains pure from every stain
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From other passages, where God is said to bendaor 8atan himself and all
the wicked to his will, there emerges a more dificqquestion. For carnal sense can
hardly comprehend how in acting through them hesdu® contract some defilement
from their transgression, and even in a common riakieg can be free of all blame,
and indeed can justly condemn his ministers. Heheedistinction was devised
between doing and permitting because to many fiflicudty seemed inexplicable,
that Satan and all the impious are so under Gatsl fand power that he directs their
malice to whatever end seems good to him, and the&rswicked deeds to carry out
his judgments. And perhaps the moderation of thekem the appearance of
absurdity alarms would be excusable, except they throngly try to clear God'’s
justice of every sinister mark by upholding a falsed. It seems absurd to them for
man, who will soon be punished for his blindnessbé blinded by God’s will and
command. Therefore they escape by the shift thiatis done only with God’s
permission, not also by his will; but he, openlycldeng that he is the doer,
repudiates that evasion. However, that men caonaglish nothing except by God’s
secret command, that they cannot by deliberatiegraplish anything except what he
has already decreed with himself and determindsidgecret direction, is proved by
innumerable and clear testimonies. What we hawesl diefore from the psalm, that
God does whatever he wills [Ps. 115:3], certairdytgins to all the actions of men.
If, as is here said, God is the true Arbiter of svand of peace, and this without any
exception, who, then, will dare say that men arendédeadlong by blind motion
unbeknown to God or with his acquiescence?

Ps. 115:3
% Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him
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But particular examples will shed more light. Fréme first chapter of Job we
know that Satan, no less than the angels who gilliobey, presents himself before
God [Job 1:6; 2:1] to receive his commands. Hesdme indeed, in a different way
and with a different end; but he still cannot unalee anything unless God so wills.
However, even though a bare permission to afflet holy man seems then to be
added, yet we gather that God was the author dfttle of which Satan and his
wicked thieves were the ministers, because thismsnt is true: “The Lord gave, the
Lord has taken away; as it has pleased God, sa@e” [Job 1:21, Vg. (p.)]. Satan
desperately tries to drive the holy man insane;Shbaeans cruelly and impiously
pillage and make off with another’s possessiongb r@cognizes that he was divinely
stripped of all his property, and made a poor maecause it so please God.
Therefore, whatever men or Satan himself may iastigGod nevertheless holds the
key, so that he turns their efforts to carry ostjbdgments. God wills that the false
King Ahab be deceived; the devil offers his sersite this end; he is sent, with a
definite command, to be a lying spirit in the moaofhall the prophets [l Kings 22:20,
22]. If the blinding and insanity of Ahab be Go@iglgment, the figment of bare
permission vanishes: because it would be ridicufoushe Judge only to permit what
he wills to be done, and not also to decree it ®mndommand its execution by his
ministers.

WY (RIS R i g — s 04/2010



203

Job 1:6, 21
®  One day the angels came to present themselveshdf® LORD, and Satan also
came with them.

2L and said: "Naked | came from my mother's womb, aaked | will depart. The
LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; may the naimthe LORD be
praised.”

Job 2:1

1 On another day the angéfscame to present themselves before the LORD, and

Satan also came with them to present himself béfione

| Kings 22:20, 22

20 And the LORD said, 'Who will entice Ahab into attamy Ramoth Gilead and
going to his death there?' "One suggested thisaanther that.

22 By what means?' the LORD asked. " 'l will gat @and be a lying spirit in the
mouths of all his prophets,' he said. " "You wilcseeed in enticing him," said the
LORD. '‘Goand do it.!

Jg”\ *%*Hﬁpﬁ“ ELJF" (it 2149 HJ"E[&,;%JQ.# (ENPIF R 3 Jﬂ?;—llill
?é? 5&{;&% ~ F’?Im[ J?qu_ r I—ﬂ Fufﬁlﬁguﬂ B E AV (14 28)
iﬁgli??@f%ﬁ’?@ﬁ'lgﬁ'{ ﬁ“ EH? H EJJL ALpL W= AL RS
A A (1 2:23) SR (RALFE fﬁj rirﬁ?ftlﬁ PR TP
FIERPHRPVEGE, AR P AR e I b P EGE T H ﬁ‘LE}ﬁ
HIFVET 7?‘7%?}H%’Vﬁ? ’ ﬁﬁiﬁﬁi@%‘d (FE-3:18) FpEer F‘ 'F fTAvpE: -
#’Tﬁj'lﬁwﬁﬁ'ﬁi%é‘f’ I'E_F?’J’F‘EJ%' ’ iﬁféﬁﬁﬁi = "'”\’T‘irEﬁHlf’?E]i » 7Y ’F}HEI&
Fengie » ASTRAOR A = 5 (B 12:16> 16:22) o Mtk » 7 07 A e i

IR A ﬁﬂﬁ:%@fﬁ»gaj = (%250:26) 3 = "y P
PLALEY, FF]’E'“[’% ho Hﬁﬁ'%‘ﬁ“ it > %@ﬁibﬁﬁ?‘éﬂ% N EES S P ED
PAFE I R P OBRR A FE (AR - ,ﬁja? FN SRR S B ;HFV
B e [p7 = (2% 5:265 10:5; 19:25) - A% Jﬂ—ﬁ T pﬁﬁip J E'PJT:QF il
FL TR A _']?“ A DR T T AOBIAR o P T 2 A PR T
fel IES o (FH 16:10) - SF'EUH[ﬁ' E lﬁﬁaﬁ”qlﬂ& » MUE T F'J:ﬁﬁf\f“ﬁ 1= o
A PEpIE Y QPR ST Y (2 2 1181 fiE 2:34) 0 I e ELE RIS
ROHIE (ZHAE) fY L?BT HEE] El » SRRV BLEE Tk e - = IE'LF;“‘ 282
AEHIEE ] TE I*F‘ FEJ Fri o *ﬂl'“f‘g‘“é"g?l’ s I'E”Jfﬁ';i:?‘ﬂ?i@?
R ”Eﬁ?ﬁéﬁi FUgt > o > LI S PURGE EREFERY o

WY (RIS R i Rl — TS 04/2010



204

%.4:28
B OREBAFAIREGTARLEGE o

#.2:23
B PR E P AR A RRREA  RFIBRIE S B AT o fe AT AT

FREBT o

*.3:18
B fmr mgETketo  FATARKESE  REMEERT o

I 1:15
15 et c HA 0 RBZFFIEG T APRR S EAZLIRBES
AP T o BB B RME  XLBABRE R — IR E o

8 7:14
YO RERERER LT - ARPIPTE R ST R AR SR 0
WFEAT c BRI AT S T HEPTITE) —4% ©

9 50:25
B et @M TRE SHANENER I HAAEL - BEZ N feE Lk

ANZHH G E o

Al 25:9

° s BT B RAEACIAG ERAT T RAARA I A R,
EWE - ER o REMFUMBTRE  RBMAAEHE K - FH
7](7\1&. /5'\ © liiiﬂlzﬁﬂﬁé}té’]

I 27:6
© MARMBEEIETLREACILE IRA T RIS F » K05 ey 4 8k

Bt Rl o

3 5:26

D LB KM BETER, B | R AP M T R 3 E AR 0 AL A
WFR o

% 10:5

5

TR RRANE - FrERIGROHM o

WY (RIS R i Rl — TS 04/2010



205

# 7:18
18 ARed o HRAwdE BARAR B IR B T T B 98 A4 26 Ao 35 A M YR TF A AR 3

% 28:21
21 I Ae L FiAe » BARIZ O 3 LB BAKBS » FHUREN T 3%t
RIETFTHIT ;s Rt E  HAFENE o

B~ 16:10, 11, 22

0 I k& MR T o REBRPATHB R 2 I E L B IR fo E oyt b3,
1B E KM © ot HEREHBEAEATR 2

ORI G ARE SR RRANRLTF YRS R AR S - TREE TR
AR ? e Bre | B Aid R e oy of iy o

22 AR AN B AT AT B0 T TA L RN 5 IR & PR ARAT ¢ itk
K g de BB -

= F11:31
ORI S AT REF B o RAeE - & 56 L deabst 0 RSB K
FRBPIFERE » #+HERGLAR o

- 2:34
¥ ey mERLTFATHER  ERAE BN ETHRGERE : AL —B R
5{‘3 o

F, 3:10
O A8 Fe @bt  UTREHRFOMSR TR 2AKE -

N 2:1
Tho BB RAR  ARPIRERE | 2SR AR S B T8 X AT o4k
AR Fn 3 04 21 AR K B BIARAM - AR B TR Bk RIMRE R ERTR o

ff? 8:1
VotrRosk e | A BRAITIRMENR s RAZREFKRYY  TA
oy o

The Jews intended to destroy Christ; Pilate anddidiers complied with their
mad desire; yet in solemn prayer the disciples esmthat all the impious ones had
nothing except what “the hand and plan” of God dadreed [Acts 4:28; cf. Vg.].
So Peter had already preached that “by the defpiite and foreknowledge of God,
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Christ had been given over” to be killed [Acts 2:28 Vg.]. Itis as if he were to
say that God, to whom from the beginning nothings wadden, wittingly and
willingly determined what the Jews carried out. Heselsewhere states: “God, who
has foretold through all his prophets that Cheggoing to suffer, has thus fulfilled it”
[Acts 3:18; cf. Vg.]. Absalom, polluting his fath® bed by an incestuous union,
commits a detestable crime [Il Sam. 16:22]; yet @edlares this work to be his own;
for the words are: “You did it secretly; but | wilo this thing openly, and in broad
daylight” [l Sam. 12:12 p.]. Jeremiah declareattlevery cruelty the Chaldeans
exercised against Judah was God’'s work [Jer. I71B4; 50:25, anghassinj. For
this reason Nebuchadnezzar is called God’s seiant 25:9; cf. ch. 27:6]. God
proclaims in many places that by his hissing [[E48 or 5:26], by the sound of his
trumpet [Hos. 8:1], by his authority and commai, impious are aroused to war [cf.
Zeph. 2:1]. The Assyrian he calls the rod of igex [Isa. 10:5 p.], and the ax that
he wields with his hand [cf. Matt. 3:10]. The dastion of the Holy City and the
ruin of the Temple he calls his own work [Isa. 28:2 David, not murmuring against
God, but recognizing him as the just judge, yetfesses that the curses of Shimei
proceeded from His command [lIl Sam. 16:10]. “Thed,” he says, “commanded
him to curse.” [Il Sam. 16:11.] We very often find the Sacred History that
whatever happens proceeds from the Lord, as faanoe the defection of the ten
tribes [I Kings 11:31], the death of Eli's sonsSam. 2:34], and very many examples
of this sort. Those who are moderately versedhénScriptures see that for the sake
of brevity | have put forward only a few of manystienonies. Yet from these it is
more than evident that they babble and talk abguvdio, in place of God’s
providence, substitute bare permission — as if Gadin a watchtower awaiting
chance events, and his judgments thus dependednupoan will.

Acts 4:28
%8 They did what your power and will had decided beliand should happen.

Acts 2:23
23 This man was handed over to you by God's set parpos foreknowledge; and
you, with the help of wicked men, put him to delayhnailing him to the cross.

Acts 3:18

18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretaltough all the prophets, saying
that his Christ would suffer.
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[l Sam. 16:10, 11, 22

10" But the king said, "What do you and | have in commmu sons of Zeruiah? If he
is cursing because the LORD said to him, 'Curseidawho can ask, 'Why do
you do this?""

David then said to Abishai and all his official&ly son, who is of my own flesh,
is trying to take my life. How much more, thenstienjamite! Leave him alone;
let him curse, for the LORD has told him to.

So they pitched a tent for Absalom on the roof, &edlay with his father's
concubines in the sight of all Israel.

11

22

Jer. 1:15

15| am about to summon all the peoples of the nomthéngdoms,” declares the
LORD. "Their kings will come and set up their thesnn the entrance of the gates
of Jerusalem; they will come against all her sunthng walls and against all the
towns of Judabh.

Jer. 7:14
4 Therefore, what | did to Shiloh I will now do toetthouse that bears my Name, the
temple you trust in, the place | gave to you andryathers.

Jer. 50:25
% The LORD has opened his arsenal and brought ouéagons of his wrath, for
the Sovereign LORD Almighty has work to do in thed of the Babylonians.

Jer. 25:9

® | will summon all the peoples of the north and neyvant Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon," declares the LORD, "and | will brinlgetm against this land and its
inhabitants and against all the surrounding natibmsll completely destroy them
and make them an object of horror and scorn, arevarlasting ruin.

Jer. 27:6
® Now I will hand all your countries over to my semtaNebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon; | will make even the wild animals subjexhim.

Isa. 7:18

8 |n that day the LORD will whistle for flies fronhé distant streams of Egypt and
for bees from the land of Assyria.
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Hos. 8:1
1 "put the trumpet to your lips! An eagle is oves tiouse of the LORD because the
people have broken my covenant and rebelled agaiynsaw.

Isa. 5:26
%6 He lifts up a banner for the distant nations, éstles for those at the ends of the
earth. Here they come, swiftly and speedily!

Zeph. 2:1
1 Then I looked up - and there before me was a migmavmeasuring line in his
hand!

Isa. 10:5
> "Woe to the Assyrian, the rod of my anger, in whband is the club of my wrath!

Matt. 3:10
® This is he who was spoken of through the propteals A voice of one calling
in the desert, 'Prepare the way for the Lord, nskaght paths for him." "

Isa. 28:21

21 The LORD will rise up as he did at Mount PeraZa,will rouse himself as in the
Valley of Gibeon - to do his work, his strange waakd perform his task, his alien
task.

| Kings 11:31

31 Then he said to Jeroboam, "Take ten pieces forsgtfy for this is what the
LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'See, | am goingear the kingdom out of
Solomon's hand and give you ten tribes.

| Sam. 2:34

% v And what happens to your two sons, Hophni ahih&has, will be a sign to
you—they will both die on the same day.
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In this way, also, the other objection is solvedfather vanishes by itself: if
God not only uses the work of the ungodly, but @seerns their plans and intentions,
he is the author o all wickedness; and therefore ame undeservedly damned if they
carry out what God has decreed because they olsewilti His will is wrongly
confused with his precept: innumerable examplearigleshow how utterly different
these two are. For even though, when Absalom cdtexnadultery with his father’s
wives [Il Sam. 16:22], God willed to punish Davidislultery with this shameful act,
yet he did not for this reason bid the wicked sommit incest, unless perhaps with
regard to David, as he speaks concerning Shimalings. For when he confesses
that Shimei curses him at God’'s command [ll Sam1@41], he does not at all
commend his obedience, as if that impudent dog wbeying God’s authority. But
recognizing his tongue to be a scourge of God, dtemtly bears the chastisement.
We ought, indeed, to hold fast by this: while Gadanplishes through the wicked
what he has decreed by his secret judgment, treyatr excusable, as if they had
obeyed his precept which out of their own lust tteliberately break.
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Now the choice of King Jeroboam [l Kings 12:20] wiscclearly that what men
do perversely is of God, and ruled by his hiddeaviglence. In this choice the
rashness and insanity of the people is condemneddaing perverted the order
sanctioned by God, and having faithlessly fallemydom the house of David. And
yet we know that he willed him to be anointed. @wlingly in Hosea’s statements
there likewise occurs a certain appearance of adittion: for God complained in
one place that that kingdom had been establishdtuti his knowledge and against
his will [Hos. 8:4]; yet elsewhere he proclaimsttiahis anger he had given King
Jeroboam [Hos. 13:11]. How will these statementeeghat Jeroboam did not reign
b God’s will and yet was appointed king by the s@Buel? The answer is obviously
that the people could neither revolt from the hoos®avid without shaking off the
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divinely imposed yoke, nor was God himself deprivadthe freedom to punish
Solomon thus for his ungratefulness. Thereforesae how God does not will a
breach of faith, yet with another end in view, jystills defection. Hence likewise,
contrary to expectation, he compelled Jeroboam sétired anointing to become king.
In this way the Sacred History says that an eneray mised up by God [l Kings
11:23] to divest Solomon’s son of part of his kiogd

| Kings 12:20

20 \When all the Israelites heard that Jeroboam hained, they sent and called him
to the assembly and made him king over all Isr&aily the tribe of Judah
remained loyal to the house of David.

Hos. 8:4
*  They set up kings without my consent; they chquéeces without my approval.
With their silver and gold they make idols for theetves to their own destruction.

Hos. 13:11
1 S0 in my anger | gave you a king, and in my wratbok him away.

| Kings 11:23
23 And God raised up against Solomon another adverBagon son of Eliada, who
had fled from his master, Hadadezer king of Zobah.
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Let my readers weigh both these things with caiecause it had please God
that his people be governed under the hand of org Wwhen the nation is split into
two parts, it is done against his will. And yeé theginning of the separation came
from the will of the same God. For surely when pinephet both by word of mouth
and by the token of anointing stirred Jeroboam, whe thinking of no such thing, to
the expectation of the kingdom, this was not doitbout the knowledge or against
the will of God, who so commanded it to be donendAyet the rebellion of the
people is rightly condemned because against Goif'shey revolted from David's
descendants. For this reason, also, it is aftehaalded that Rehoboam haughtily
despised the petitions of the people and thatwisis done by God to establish the
Word which he had proclaimed through the hand dfafhhis servant [l Kings 12:15].
Note how it is against God’s will that the sacredltyiis broken, and yet how by his
same will the ten tribes are estranged from Soldsnsan. Besides this, there is
another similar example, where with the peopleissemt — indeed, with them lending
a hand — the sons of King Ahab are murdered, anklisabosterity exterminated [lI
Kings 10:7]. Indeed, Jehu rightly repots that tniog of God’s words has fallen to
the ground, but he has done what he said by the bfhis servant Elijah” [Il Kings
10:10 p.]. And yet not without cause did he rebtlies citizens of Samaria because
they had given assistance. “Are you righteous?8 abks; “if | conspired against
my master, who killed all these?” [l Kings 10:B/ Kings 10:9; Vg.] | have,
unless | am mistaken, already clearly explained lowhe same act as man’s evil
deed shows itself, so God’s justice shines forth.
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| Kings 12:15

15 30 the king did not listen to the people, for this1 of events was from the LORD,
to fulfill the word the LORD had spoken to Jerobosom of Nebat through Ahijah
the Shilonite.

Il Kings 10:7-10

" When the letter arrived, these men took the primcesslaughtered all seventy of

them. They put their heads in baskets and sent thel®hu in Jezreel.

When the messenger arrived, he told Jehu, "Theg baought the heads of the

princes." Then Jehu ordered, "Put them in two mlethe entrance of the city gate

until morning."

The next morning Jehu went out. He stood beforéhallpeople and said, "You

are innocent. It was | who conspired against mytenaend killed him, but who

killed all these?

1% Know then, that not a word the LORD has spokenregahe house of Ahab will
fail. The LORD has done what he promised througtskrvant Elijah."
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And for modest minds this answer of Augustine walivays be enough: “Since
the Father delivered up the Son, and Christ, hityband Judas, his Lord, why in this
delivering up is God just and man guilty, unlesséuse in the one thing they have
done, the cause of their doing it is not one?” Biome people find difficulty in
what we are now saying — namely, that there isgreeanent between God and man,
where man does by God’s just impulsion what he bugh to do — let them recall
what the same Augustine points out in another gessaVvho does not tremble at
these judgments, where God works even in evil mee&ts whatever he wills, yet
renders to them according to their deserts?” Ameélg in Judas’ betrayal it will be
no more right, because God himself both willed thist Son be delivered up and
delivered him up to death, to ascribe the guilthef crime to God than to transfer the
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credit for redemption to Judas. Therefore the sawniger correctly points out,
elsewhere, that in this examination God does nguine into what men have been
able to do, or what they have done, but what treetwilled to do, so that purpose
and will may be taken into account.
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Let those for whom this seems harsh consider flittla while how bearable
their squeamishness is in refusing a thing attdsyedear Scriptural proofs because it
exceeds their mental capacity, and find fault thatgs are put forth publicly, which if
God had not judged useful for men to know, he wagder have bidden his prophets
and apostles to teach. For our wisdom ought tedbeing else than to embrace with
humble teachableness, and at least without fintioli, whatever is taught in Sacred
Scripture. Those who too insolently scoff, eveautyh it is clear enough that they
are prating against God, are not worthy of a lomggrtation.
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